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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JANUARY 2026

4 Sun 8.30am Holy Communion
Epiphany 10,00 am Parish Communion

6.30 pm Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)
7 Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)
11 Sun 8.30 am Holy Communion
Baptismof  10.00am Parish Communion
Christ 6.30 pm Evening Prayer (Mellor Centre)
14 Wed 10.00.am Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)
18 Sun 8.30 am Holy Communion
2nd Sunday 10.00 am Parish Communion
of Epiphany  6.30 pm Choral Evensong for Epiphany
19 Mon 7.45 pm PCC meeting (in church)
21 Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion (Parish Mellor)
25 Sun 8.30 am Holy Communion
3rd Sunday 10.00 am Parish Communion
of Epiphany  4.00 pm Service for the Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity at St. Mary's RC
church, Marple Bridge

28 Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)

Prayer Group meets every Monday from 10.30am to 11am (Mellor Centre)
Women’s Evening Fellowship meets on the second Wednesday at 2pm (Mellor
Centre) Toddler Group meets in term time on Thursday each week 10am—11.30am
(Mellor Centre) Knit and Natter meets on Thursday each week 10.30am —12 noon
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Vicar’s Viewpoint

Advertising for a new administrator for the Mellor Centre and
Parish office

Many of you will already have heard that Val will be retiring from
her role in the Mellor Centre at the end of April. There will be
time for proper thanks in due course, but for now we need to act
swiftly to appoint a new administrator. A group has been formed
with members of the Mellor Centre Management Committee and
the PCC, to oversee the process of appointing a new
administrator. We hope to have an advert out in January and this
will appear in the February Outlook with interviews towards the
end of February. If anyone reading this thinks this might be an
opportunity for you, please let us know and | or one of the
Management Committee would be very happy to have an
informal chat with you. If you know of someone who might be
interested, please do spread the word. Not only will we be losing
Val but Mike also will be retiring from his role are caretaker in
July. They are both brilliant at what they do and their leaving will
be a huge loss.

A vision for our world

On Remembrance Sunday | preached about having a vision for the
future of our world, and | was asked if this might be included in
Outlook. By a vision | mean a dream of how things could be better
- one that we believe in, and one we are prepared to work for,
fight for and make sacrifices for. After WW1, the League of
Nations was formed, inspired by a vision of a world in which
differences are settled by words and not warfare. Theirs was not
an impossible dream. War is not inevitable. We can choose peace.
But humans often make the wrong choices and again humans
have chosen war, not just in 1945 but in the all the years right up
to the present day, in Ukraine, in Gaza, in Sudan, in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and many other places around
the world.



It is clear we cannot achieve this vision of peace on our own. We
need God’s help.

God’s prophet Isaiah set out God’s vision for the world in this passage
which dates back to the 8th century BC: ‘In days to come many
peoples shall turn to God, that he may teach us his ways, and they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither
shall they learn war any more.’ (Isaiah 2.2-4). It’s a beautiful image,
turning the weapons of war and death into instruments of
cultivation, growth and life.

In the face of human history, it is easy to become cynical, and say
global lasting peace is impossible. But as Christians we are called to
be idealists - for all things are possible with God. As we begin a new
year, what is our vision for the world? What future do we believe in?
What are we prepared to fight for? I'll finish with one of my
favourite prayers:

God grant us a vision of our world

as your love would make it.

A world where the weak are protected

and none go hungry or poor.

A world where the benefits of civilised life are shared,
and everyone can enjoy them.

A world where different races and cultures

live in tolerance and mutual respect.

A world where peace is built with justice,

and justice is guided by love.

And Lord, give us the inspiration and courage to build it. Amen .

God bless you this New Year and always,

Andrew

Choir Weekend
at Fort Belan

Sam Howling, the collie, who has been the choir’s
top dog for years has now found a new recruit
“Alfie”, the yellow Labrador.

The Mellor Centre and Parish Office Dates

Please note the Mellor Centre and Parish Office will close for
Christmas and New Year on Tuesday 23rd December at 12.30pm
and re-open on Monday 5th January at 9.30am.



Mellor Birds
Maggie Wiliams

The bird | have seen and heard most recently is the robin, especially
when | have moved some soil in the garden.

| find poets can help provide “added value” to our experience of
birds. Norman Nicholson, the Cumbrian poet who lived all his 73
years in the small terraced shop-house in Millom where his father
was a gentleman’s outfitter, wrote:-

A robin sings, with berry eyes
And breast redder than the
dead leaves

Dangling his notes like beads,
A luminous, tinkling string....

While | was having my hair cut in Marple Bridge, the subject came up
of hiring white doves for an event. Apparently, Jane tells me, there
are homing pigeons which have been bred to be white and these can
be released to fly around at your wedding etc... | went to the High
Peak RSPB Christmas party which had a big quiz, with a sort of bird
theme. One question was, “Who first recorded Mr Tambourine Man
in June 1965”7 Answer: the American rock band the Byrds. The
Marple Naturalists also had a fun Christmas quiz ... of dingbat birds.
One of the drawings was of a steam train with smoke coming out of
it. Answer: Either ‘Chough’ or ‘Puffin’. Locally | have seen a buzzard
mobbed by crows over Royal Oak Farm, goosanders flying up the
Goyt and now | am looking out for redwings, which have been seen
on Ludworth Moor. They usually come from Scandinavia and fly over
the Pennines and down the valleys. Their red armpits are not always
visible but the white eye stripe is easy to see and their ‘zeep, zeep
call’ is easy to identify. As | write this a song thrush has been singing

its repetitive song in the Mellor War Memorial garden.
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The
Mellor
Centre

An excellent venue for all conferences, parties,
celebrations, concerts, classes, meetings,
business training, wedding receptions...

Why do so many people choose the Parish Centre?

% ok K ok H K ok *

Characterful, well-maintained building
with choice of different room sizes

Attractive location

Plenty of free accessible parking
Comfortably and adaptably furnished
Kitchen and catering facilities

Reasonable and flexible rental rates

Disabled access, hearing loop

Use of presentation equipment included
in cost (with free Wi-Fi)

Try us for your next event. See our facilities at
www.mellorcentre.org or call 0161 484 5079



The Wandering Chorister
Newcastle Cathedral

It’s a long drive to the most northerly cathedral in England. The
building, dedicated in 1882, stands on a Christian site first used
in 1091. It has a distinctive tower, with a ‘Lantern’ spire, once a
landmark for ships sailing the Tyne. Hadrian’s Wall lies under
the cathedral churchyard, and the city streets retain the
medieval pattern, except where the railway cuts straight through
it.

The Cathedral is a pleasant sing, despite the incense, with a good
organ. The rehearsal room is a decent size and pleasantly warm.
Newcastle offers choir supporters all they need for a great
weekend. Party animals must come early to enjoy the traditional
Thursday Night out. The wider region of Northumbria has many
attractions; you could easily spend a month here.

The cathedral restaurant is good, with lovely staff. | can’t
remember much about the cathedral shop. It’s a long way home,
so break your return journey. | recommend a half way break for
fish and chips at The Wetherby Whaler.

| sang with The Northern Consort, who formed after a
reorganisation within the RSCM. The members, mostly from the
North East and North Yorkshire, are very friendly.

Laughs with Lynda

Parallel lines have so much in common.

It's a shame they will never meet.
Y

In case he got a hole in one. )/

Why did the golfer bring two pairs of trousers?

Father Christmas nervously went for his driving test. He came rushing
back.

At least he shouted, “No-elL plates!”

Mellor Church Women's Evening Fellowship

Our first meeting of the new year is on January 14th at 2pm in the
Mellor Centre when Amanda Howlett will be talking to us about the
history of Kinder Mountain Rescue.

We will also be presenting her with a cheque, the proceeds of our
year's fundraising for this charity.

Lesley Futcher

Ed: Also see pages 14-15 for further information about Kinder Mountain Rescue.
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Mince Pie Tiffin

Jill Baker

A delicious way to use up leftover mince pies, nuts, dried fruit,
biscuits and chocolate from Christmas. | think it is worth buying the
chocolate to make it if you have none left over. Adapted from a
Waitrose recipe.

275g mince pies approximately 4 to 5 in bite size pieces. Using
mincemeat preferably with alcohol in it.

70g toasted nuts or sweet plain biscuits or Maltesers.

200g chocolate your choice.

80g butter.

Optional 30g dried sour cherries or cranberries.

Melt together the chocolate and the butter gently and beat until
smooth.

Add the chopped mince pies, nuts or biscuits, the cherries if using.
Pour/spoon into a lined 6inch square tin.

Transfer to the fridge to set. Cut into whatever size suits you. | made
10.

Enjoy!

Ed: MW. This recipe is very easy, quick and scrumptious. | could not bear to smash
up mince pies | had made, but was quite happy to bash up supermarket ones?!
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Martin Quinn
A Q

(Est.1983)

‘¢’ Plumbing

BRIDGE LAW

M.

g e a0 PLUMBING REPAIRS

GETTING Y'OU FROM WHERE YOU ARE
: NOW TO WHERE YOU WANT TO BE ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME
o - N : FRIENDLY SERVICE
N S;)é‘cialisms: wills and probate, litigation, 35 Alan Drive, Marple, StOCprI't,
family law, employment law, equine law SK6 6LLN
0161 427 0084 / 0800 840 1183 07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259
info@bridgelawsolicitors.co.uk martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

www.bridgelawsolicitors.co.uk

At Ridings we always provide comprehensive
examinations using 3D OCT scanning technology
to accurately diagnose eye conditions early.

RIDINGS

OPTICIANS

Book in online via our website, call us on
L27-4945 or pop in and see us.

Rayban - Tom Ford - Wolf - WOOW - Vanni - Pro Design

While we are committed to supporting local businesses,
the inclusion of advertisements, and in Outlook does not
constitute an endorsement or recommendation of the

services advertised
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Arbella Gardens

Garden Design & Build
Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation
on a Project or Regular Basis

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture
Qualified
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile)
www.arbellagardens.co.uk

Whiting & Mason

Specialising in Residential and Solicitors and Commissioners of Oaths
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and
Probate, Matrimonial Law, Lasting
Powers of Attorney and Court of 17 - 19 Stockport Road,

Protection Proceedings. Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD

Tel: 0161 427 1040.
Fa: 0161 426 0923

Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson .
for any information you require. marple@whitingmason.co.uk.

We are here to help

mellor

Anyone for Tennis?

Come and join your local, friendly and great value Tennis Club. We welcome all
ages and all abilities for regular Social and Team Tennis on our year-round,
all-weather, floodlit courts.

Tennis coaching is also available.

New members welcome - join for the 24/25 season starting 1st April at
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/mellorltc/Membership/Join
Contact Lucy Greenaway for more information at
lucygreenaway @hotmail.co.uk

Mellor Sports Club. 215 Longhurst Lane. Mellor SK6 5PN
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Kinder Mountain Rescue Team

Kinder Mountain Rescue Team (KMRT) is very

2 honoured to have been chosen by Mellor Women’s
2y Evening Fellowship as their charity of the year.
KMRT receives no funding from central or local

ICZTEERI sovernment, so relies entirely on fundraising
activities, donations and grants. It costs

approximately £50,000 a year to run the team on top of which
significant projects have to be funded, such as the purchase,
maintenance and development of KMRT’s base, vehicles and

extensive equipment.

Anyone can have an accident. KMRT
plays a vital role providing a 999-
search and rescue service, on call
24/7/365, to anyone needing help
who cannot be reached by the
emergency services or where the
emergency services request support.
KMRT is based in Hayfield, primarily
operating in the High Peak and
Stockport areas, including Mellor, Marple and Romiley.

KMRT searches urban and rural terrains for injured, lost or missing
vulnerable people, providing remote responder medical care which
is often lifesaving. KMRT also assists the emergency services with
water rescues, response to bad weather and multi-agency major
incident emergency responses. For example, helping rescue people
stranded in their houses due to the Stockport flooding on January
1st 2025 and helping the emergency services on the partial collapse
of the Whaley Bridge reservoir dam wall.
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Kinder Scout is a large area
which is notoriously difficult
to navigate in poor
conditions. Even in summer
casualties can quickly
develop hypothermia.
KMRT helped rescue a
missing hypothermic walker

struggling in deep snow on Bleaklow who otherwise could have died.

KMRT also helps with unusual call outs, for example a night-time full
rope rescue for a dog which had got stuck part of the way down
Kinder Downfall and the rescue of a public toilet thrown into the
River Goyt at the New Mills Torrs.

KMRT is kept very busy as the number of callouts increases each
year. The average number of callouts used to average around 46 per
year, but in 2024 there were 73 callouts and by mid-November 2025
there have already been 71 call outs. As well as responding to
callouts, the team has a lot of other things to do including extensive
training, vehicle checks and maintenance, co-ordinating and
attending fundraising
events, and finding and
making grant
applications. The 50+
team members are all
volunteers, most of
whom have jobs as well
as family commitments.

Anyone interested in helping support KMRT please contact
grants@kmrt.org.uk.
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An extract from Youthful Days in Mellor 1910 to 1926

by T.F. Oldham

I was born on April 26th, 1910 in an old stone
cottage in Mellor which was situated about
100 yards up the road from the Devonshire
Arms on the right hand or southerly side.

We seemed to get much more snow in those
days; never a winter went by without some,
and we always managed to do some tobogganing down
“Heathcote’s field”, below Birchenough, our local run. Then we
grew more adventurous and were tempted to try Alehouse Brow, or
“Th’ Ale’ns”, as it was known to local people. This is the hill slope
down the fields behind the Church, towards Greenhill Farm. This
was a very steep, fast run which, in good conditions, would attract
100 or so tobogganers at weekends, and as many spectators. |
believe | used this run on some occasions almost every winter until |
was nearly 30. Once, on a night of full moon and hard frost, | went
to join some friends there, and as my approach was from the top
end | set off between the two walls just past the vicarage. This was
well above the usual start at the top of the very steep section, and |
was travelling fast when | reached this point. The surface of the
steep part had consolidated into smooth, hard ice after a slight mid-
day thaw, and | rattled down it in seconds, all my efforts being
concentrated on hanging on. There is a sudden dip at the bottom of
this steep bit where one is air-born for a yard or so, and | went over
here with a shattering jolt. Then down the less steep part below
with scarcely any reduction in speed, until | managed to turn off the
track into deeper, soft snow, and throw myself off at the bottom of
the field just above Greenhill Farm. Other snow recollections were
of very deep falls. One, coming late, about early April, deposited
almost two feet of snow in a single night, and in places we had to
walk on the wall tops to get to school. Deep, drifting snow nearly
always came on a south-east wind, and the drifts would always
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form in the same places.

One of these was at the corner where the lane branches off Moor
End Road up to Larkhill, and this would block the main road to traffic
until if was dug through. It would form higher than a man’s height,
and we once tunnelled a grand snow house in it. Nearly every winter
the Roman Lakes would be frozen over for some periods, and
thronged with skaters, especially at week-ends.

| left Mellor School along with Norman when | was 11 to go to what
was called then New Mills Secondary School. Here we found that we
were little boys again, and that the big ones were as tall as men and
very formidable too. We walked over to New Mills every day, leaving
home about 8.30 for a 9.30 start; | think we estimated the distance
to be 2% miles. There was quite a crowd of us - Norman and myself,
Norman’s eldest brother, Arthur and his friend, Norman Clough, both
in the 6th form, Phil and Louis Norris from the second house in Gibb
Lane, and Jim and Charlie Hambleton from the farm opposite Lower
Hall gates. There were two girls, Phylis Walker from the house on the
right at the top of Cheetham Hill, and Hilda Clough. Sometimes we
walked together and sometimes in small groups, and however bad
the weather it made no difference, we had sou-westers, good rain-
coats and leggings. We were pleased when we did get wet as we
were sent down to the boiler house at school to dry out, thereby
missing the first lesson.

Sometimes in winter when snow lay on the ground and conditions
were right, we took toboggans with us and went roaring down the
hill into New Mills at astonishing speed. This tended to arouse the
wrath of the good citizens of the town who developed the spoil-sport
habit of scattering cinders over the icy surface. There were a number
of small ponds on the tops, and after hard frosts our way to school
would be planned to take in most of these for sliding on. One morn-
ing Phil Norris went through the ice up to his knees in water and
thick mud, and although we cleaned him up as best we could, he still
had to go to school in a very dirty condition, complaining bitterly of
cold feet!
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YOUR LOW MILEAGE, ONE OR
TWO OWNER CAR, ESTATE, MPY
OR SMALL/MEDIUM VAN
WITH SERVICGE HISTORY

FINANCE SETTLED

HIGH LANE
GARAGE

ESTABLISHED 1927

T 01663

763355/ Y
764566 ."" % %

Q 111-113 Buxton Road, ngh Lane Vlllage, Stockport SK6 t:10).¢
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A view of Canadian Wildlife!

Sally Maltby kindly sent us her view of mg
Canadian wildlife on her trip to see her
daughter and family in Oakville, a town
west of Toronto, in Canada, for five weeks
last July/August.

The weather was very hot and humid, as | was supposed to visiting
for a rest, | spent quite a lot time sitting outside in the shade,
watching the birds visiting my daughter’s bird feeder, which hung
from the branch of a tree in the fence. The garden/yard, was
bordered on three sides by a deep wooded creek; it was open to a
lot of wild life. Each evening before letting the dog into the garden,
it had to be checked for the visiting skunk and her family, who
didn’t like the dog and sprayed them, hence the name! A family of
rabbits had a home under the deck until the dog arrived and they
left, but still visit to eat the mulberries which fall from the tree in
one corner of the garden. The bird feed had to be taken in each
evening because other wise it would have been destroyed by the
racoons, which were very good at climbing on to the branch of the
tree and then swinging on the bird feeder, until it fell to the floor,
scattering the bird seed and breaking it. It was the third feeder that
they had had since they moved to Canada three years ago. The very
pretty humming bird feeder which | bought on an earlier visit had
been smashed very quickly, as had a second one!

Now to the birds, regular visitors to the feeder were the brilliant
American Chaffinch with a black head and streaked wings, as were
grey Yellow Bellied Sapsucket, a woodpecker which looked very like
our Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Other regular visitors were a pair
of Red Cardinals with their red crested head, Mrs Cardinal was not
as brightly coloured as her husband. Black and white Juco were
regular visitors, as was very pretty Morning Dove, which had long
pointed tails.
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Canadian Wildlife cont/

There were a lot of small grey/ blue ground feeding birds which |
couldn’t identify from Birds of the Eastern America, a book which |
bought 50 years ago, when we were living in Minnisota, USA. Of
course, we had regular visits from American robins, which are the
size of blackbirds.

We also had visits from Blue Jays, which we had heard before we
saw them, Grackles, an iridescent member of the crow family which
had bright yellow eyes and a long triangular tail and a harsh call.
Tiny jewelled hummingbirds visited the flowers which hung over the
next door neighbour’s fence. Whilst out walking the dog in a local
nature reserve we saw red winged blackbirds. There were turkey
vultures soaring above us on the thermals.

On a visit to a beach on Lake Ontario, we were surrounded not
surprisingly by crowds of Canada Geese. Being part of the Great
Lakes Shipping Way and near to shipping locks, we also saw a lot of
gulls which | was unable to identify, they did look similar to our
common gull, but had an orange spot on it bill. There were bank
swallows skimming over the lake water too.

| do have a local sighting in Marple Bridge too, of tiny Goldcrest,
which are regular visitors to the old larch tree in our garden, |
usually hear them before | see them, as they flit from branch to
branch while | am hanging out the washing on the line!

yours sincerely

Sally Maltby

PS. There were two ocean going ships moored off the beach we
visited, waiting to move on through the long canal and locks on to
Lake Erie. | took a photo of the ships and thought of Capt. Ken
Owen, wondering if he had been there in all his life at sea. | shall
show them to his family when | next visit them.
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Our care plans hatsad.
can include;

A Companionship

A Transport to appointments

A Dementia and Alzheimer care
Home help and meal preparation
Personal care

Shopping

Assistance with pets

Collecting prescriptions j

2 D D D D D

Exercise -

ForaFREE Care Consultation, contact our dedicated team ( 01663 765 510 or @ chris.blain@highpeak.homeinstead.co.uk
© Homenstead Senior Care 96 BuxtonRoad, HighLine, Stockport, 5K6 8DX

Stone Slating

Slating

Tiling

General Repairs

L
R —

C.Hynes
Roofing Services

e Chimney Repairs
e Flat Roofs
e Velux Windows

e Guttering

www.chynesroofing.couk  City&g
ﬂ info@chynesroofing.co.uk Guilds
Qualified

; 0773 993 7466
l i 0161 900 8852

| VELUX S

MELLOR MORNING

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
23" January 2026
The Mellor Centre, Church Road, SK6 5LX
10:00hrs to 13:00hrs
£25.00
Drinks, Cakes & Healthy Snacks included
To book: aplacetopauseandbreathe.co.uk

Email: pauseandbreathe23@gmail.com

PLASTERER

DRY-LINING - PLASTER BOARDING

HARD WALL PLASTERING
RENDERING - SKIMMING - COVING

COVERING STOCKPORT & HIGH PEAK

07967 311818

(<) ROBPRESTONPLASTERER@GMAIL.COM

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD

REPAIRS TO . TV
<HLFI
.DVD
- WASHERS/DRYERS
-ELECTRIC
COOKERS/OVENS
- DISHWASHERS

VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC

TEL: 0161427 8181
MOB: 07974 737432

10 Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS

ESTABLISHED 1986
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Mellor Art Society

We are a self-help group of amateur artists
who meet every Wednesday
from 7pm to 9 pm at
St Martin's Church Hall,
Brabyns Brow, Marple Bridge.
We also have speakers and workshops in
many diverse and inspirational techniques.

a

If you would like to join us please contact
our membership secretary on
07754775194  or membership
membershipmellorart@gmail.comf

) HoMESLres
. & FUELS
‘All your fire needs’

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and
briquettes

Stove sales and installations
NACS certified chimney sweeping
Tel: 0161 327 1656
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk

Established 1920

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED

M.N.A.F.D.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Complete Funeral Directors — Private Chapel of Rest
OFFICE: 3 Church Street,
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk
info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk
Malcolm Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years Anniversary

Telephone 427 2276

Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT

ti)

StoneWorks & Landscapes

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping

Flooring — external & internal stone Flagging,
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc..

Restoring — Stone Floor — Also restore old steps or
windowsills

Walling — Dry stone walling

Designs carved to design or to match existing stone
work

Landscaping — Ground work, turfing etc.
Free Quotes

Call Will Maltby — 07771 657324

-
L desiOe
I NTERTI OR S
> Painting and Decorating

Est.1997
Over 30 Years trade experience
Advanced City & Guilds Craft Qualified

. - | select
-. Dulux? | DECORATORS

e-mail watersidedecor@gmail.com

Marple 0161 427 7520
07798 701 670

www.watersideinteriors.co.uk

23

Letter to the Editor

Church Worship

| expect that, like me, you have grown up knowing Christ’s statement
guoted in Matthew’s Gospel in Chapter 18 verse 20, namely, “for
where two or three meet together in my name, | am there among
them” (Revised English Version). Until recently | had focussed on the
“2 or 3” aspect of this but | am now thinking more seriously about the
“meet together” part of Jesus’ words. In the context of Church
worship what does this mean to you? To me it means that we
congregate together to worship, supporting each other as well as
communicating with Christ as a group. One of the reasons why | like
to worship once a month in St Thomas’ Church, Mellor, even though |
now live near Chester, is because it does feel as though we worship
together. With diminishing congregations in many Churches it is all
the more important that we maintain this feeling of togetherness and
| hope we will continue to do this in Mellor. David Ackroyd

THE SPECIALISTS
FOR
ALL YOUR
TREE
SERVICES
IN STOCKPORT

LAKESIDE
TREE CARE

Nathan 07725 887 630
Chris 07916 947 012
Office 0161 427 9745

nsherratt@lakesidetreecare.co.uk www.lakesidetreecare.co.uk




William Tyndale
William Tyndale was born in Gloucestershire in about
1494 and was educated at Oxford. In 1523 he moved
to London to begin his work of translating the Bible
into English. However, he got no support for his
project so moved to Hamburg where he visited
Martin Luther, then moved to Cologne where he began printing his
English New Testament. The main reason for moving out of England
was that translation was regarded as heresy, punishable by death.
St Jerome (342-420) had translated the Hebrew and Greek writings
into Latin and that translation was used for about 1000 years and is
known as the Vulgate. John Wycliff (1329-1384) translated the
Vulgate into Early English and Myles Coverdale (1488-1568) also
translated the Vulgate into Middle English.
William Tyndale went back to the original sources in Hebrew and
Greek and his translations were so accurate and so poetic that the
committee formed to produce the “King James” Bible in 1611 made
extensive use of Tyndale’s work so that over 80% of the New
Testament comes from him. For instance:- Genesis 1. 1-3
In the begynnynge God created heaven and earth becomes in King
James version, In the beginning God created the heaven and the

earth. Psalm 23 reads, The Lorde is my shepherde | can want nothing.

In the King James version becomes, The Lord is my shepherd; | shall
not want.

He also coined a number of well-known phrases:- Let there be light,
The powers that be and The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.

For many years he managed to evade Henry VIII‘s emissaries but was
eventually betrayed in Antwerp in 1535, imprisoned for a year, and
his body burned at the stake because of his heresy, on the 5th
October 1536. Nowadays there are several different translations of
the Bible, not only in English, but in hundreds of other languages, and
none of them is regarded as heretical. It is a great pity that such a
devout Christian, and such a brilliant translator should have been

persecuted for work which lives on and is much loved.
The Walrus
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A Report on the November PCC Meeting
The most exciting matter for Andrew to report on was that at the service
on the previous day twelve young people had been admitted to be able to
begin receiving Communion and a further three wished to be admitted. He
was also happy to report that the vestry group had transformed into a
much larger and more enthusiastic group, over a period of time, which
was very good to hear. On more practical matters, quite a large crack has
appeared in the outside wall, around the vestry door. We now have a new
church architect, and he had visited the site, together with a structural
engineer, to assess it. They had provided a report, and did not feel there is
urgent or structural damage, but further investigation was needed before
remedial work can be planned.
The work continues on the provision of broadband at the church and the
Mellor Centre, but as yet no completely satisfactory solution has been
found. There is quite a team working on this, and further work will be
done.
The Mellor Centre Management Committee (MCMC) are working on
planning and ordering a new kitchen for the centre, as the current one has
been there since the centre opened some 25 years ago. The team had sent
their plans to the PCC for agreement, and the PCC were very happy to
support them.
The PCC was sad to hear that Mike and Val Wallace, the caretaker and
office manager at the centre, are both planning to retire in early 2026,
after proving a huge asset to the running of the Centre. It was agreed that
members of the PCC will work together with the MCMC on the
recruitment process to find their successors.
Andrew had now run three Communion services where both the shared
chalice and 'dipping' the wafer had been offered as options. The PCC
agreed that this would now be offered as a choice on a weekly basis.
Andrew reported that he had also had a discussion with the new church
architect about the possibility of expanding choir seating but also of
finding space to provide an accessible toilet. It was agreed that a PCC
meeting with the architect and then a consultation with the congregation
would be a positive move in the New Year.
Planning was going ahead, as ever, for the Crib service, and the PCC were
very grateful to Julia Mann and Val Wallace for taking this on.

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year from the PCC. Julie Elliott
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Subscribe to Outlook

Would you like to subscribe to Outlook Magazine with a delivery to
your door every month for just £10 a year? If so, please contact the
Parish Office at office@mellorchurch.org or tel: 0161 484 5079.
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Thought for the Month Jenny Johnson
Christmas being over, what will be my thought this month? My
decision was to once again visit Ronald Blythe as he writes his
January thoughts in his old farm cottage, Bottengoms :-
All Snug Within
“Diaries begin. First, self assessments then, by February, a
comfortable falling back into old habits. Sensible diarists like Lady
Eleanor Butler had no truck with good resolutions and just settled
down to a pleasant winter :- “Freezing hard. Windy. Cold, but very
comfortable in the dressing room—an excellent fire. Shutters
closed. Curtains let down. Candles lighted. Spent the evening
pleasantly reading aloud.” Blythe continues—I am past resolution.
Or rather, | am more a daily than a yearly resolver, getting up each
morning determined to do this and not do that. Sometimes making
a little list entitled ‘ To be Done’ and ticking off each achievement by
evening. There have been too many New Year’s Days riddled with
failure for me to take them seriously any more. In 1992, as early as
2nd January, Katherine Mansfield tore herself to pieces: “I have not
done the work | should have done...I am disgusted with myself.
There must be a change from now on. What | chiefly admire in Jane
Austen is that what she promises, she performs...” Ah, writes
Ronald, if only we all performed what we promosed, how satisfying
this would be. Nature does. Bulbs tip the surface and will bloom,
catkin stubs on the January branch with tassel. The sun just
showing above the hill will run up the sky. | observe it, drinking tea
by the window through which the old farmers stared, generation
after generation. Same sun, same hill, and Shakespeare sixty miles
away, writing A Winter’s Tale.”
In our own troubled world | find encouragement in Ronald Bylthe’s
quiet contentment and optimism,zass another year begins.



From The Registers

Funerals

We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy

Joyce Moss - 10th December
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Prayer for the Month

The New Year

For all the possibilities ahead in this new year,
make us thankful, O Lord.

Give us wisdom, courage and

discernment

in the face of so much chaos,
despair and fear.

Help us to see how, in our circumstances,
we can contribute towards peace, faith and love;

and give us the will to translate our desires into actions.

From The Book of a Thousand Prayers compiled by Angela Ashwin
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Stewards Rota

8.30am 10.00am
Jan 4 ) Butterworth P and L Forbes
Jan 11 P Cunningham M Lowe and J Mason
Jan 18 J Shiel K Hargreaves and C Langford
Jan 25 J Butterworth S McAllister and C Starling
Feb 1 P Cunningham A Muller and P Long

Please arrange your own substitute. If this is not possible contact Mary Heijbroek
427 3241.

Flower Rota

Jan 4 Christmas Flowers Feb 1 Alison Allcard
Jan 11 Lesley Futcher Feb 8 Jenny Johnson
Jan 18 Louise Driver Feb 15 Angela Muller
Jan 25 Gwen Perks Feb 22 Lent

If you wish to change a date, need a key or have any query, please contact Jill Baker
(07881 902533 or jillbaker427 @hotmail.com

Holy Dusters Brass Cleaning
Jan 4 S McAllister & M Williams J Briggs & H Carlson
Jan 11 JMann & J Carr
Jan 18 M & R Leng
Jan25 P Cunningham & | Morris
Feb 1 J & D Butterworth

Please arrange your own substitute. Any problems contact Mary Heijbroek 427
3241
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SJM Soft Furnishings

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds.
Made to measure and fitted
for a free estimate contact Stephanie

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181
Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk

PIANO LESSONS in Mellor or online
Ruth Holt BA, ALCM PGCE

Beginners — Grade 8, tinies to oldies.
Enquires to ruthholt.mellor@gmail.com
0r 07532 122982

Key Holidays Travel Agency

Fantastic Local Travel Agent offering you great service
Cruise,River Cruise & Rail Holidays
European & Worldwide Holidays & Tailormade Tours

Book with confidence

Tel: 0161 494 5881 Email: info@keyhols.com
Key House, 76 Compstall Road, Romiley, SK6 4DE
www.keyhols.com

2006 O ®

Beach Cruising Escorted Tours Ski Safari Holidays Rail Holidays

Rest & Recuperation for Older People <

We have friendly staff and happy times
Birthday parties cake and wine
$ Your never alone, someone's always there o
A friendly face to help and care
So call or visit and have a look

3¢ there's no place better than 0151"427 42:3 "
www.mellornook.co.u
{a Mellor NOOk manager@mellornook.co.uk

Play Badminton in Mellor Peak Paving

Building and landscaping services
All areas of building work undertaken
Guild of Mastercraftsmen
(legitimate members)

Tuesday 10am -12noon & 2pm - 5pm  * Brickwork - Walling
« Plastering + Blockpaving
Social Badminton all standards Monday at 8pm . Roofing « Flagging
Junior Coaching 3 groups Monday from 5pm . Windows + Decking
+ Refurbish t « F i
Stockport League and Thameside League Aﬁeﬁgﬁﬁn men el
matches played Tuesday & Thursday 7pm All work guaranteed
Mellor Badminton Club Phone now for a free estimate
Langhurst Lane, Me'lor D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487

For further details contact Chris Jarvis 07934409017 K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080

or John Pawsey 07855334247 : .
facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk

Katherine Scott Limited

Chartered Accountant
Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping
Free initial meeting

Marple Bridge
0161 355 5911/07855 785 450 Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk

Back cover : Mike Benford Miller




