Q St Thomas' Church

/é MELLOR AND MARPLE BRIDGE

Outlook

ay gy

TR

1

.q\é{:/ibl';&”,’,; w N P ‘.7Lf/("

www.mellorchurch.org
June facebook.com/stthomasmellor o1
X:@stthomasmellor
instagram.com/stthomasmellor



The Parish of St. Thomas, Mellor

Registered Charity No. 1130414

Vicar: Revd Andrew Tawn, The Vicarage, 51 Church Road, Mellor
Phone 0161 604 4993 Vicarage
Email revandrewtawn@gmail.com
Parish Office The Mellor Centre, Church Road, Mellor, Stockport SK6 5LX
For all enquiries and bookings for the church & Mellor Centre
contact phone 0161 484 5079 or email office@mellorchurch.org
The Office is open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Parish Office Admin. Val Wallace (Mon, Wed & Thurs mornings)

Reader Dave Shercliff 56 Ernocroft Rd, Marple Bridge, 07519931219
Church Wardens Mary Heijbroek 0161 427 3241
Alex Eggeman 07772849657
Dep Church Warden Rachel Howling 0161 427 5891
PCC Treasurer Richard Elliott contact via Parish Office
Assistant David Butterworth
Treasurers Andrew Sanders
Gift Aid Secretary Karen Greenough
PCC Secretary Julie Elliott 64 Ernocroft Road 427 5981
Director of Music Tom Howling (email:t.howling@nhs.net)
Editors of Outlook Magazine Maggie Williams and Margaret Leng
Elected Members lan Dayes, Alison Dowdeswell, Alex Eggeman, Julie Elliott,
Of PCC Richard Elliott, Kate Higgins, David Horsfall, Sylvia Knight,
Kathryn Maxwell Angie Stanton, Sian Yeowell.
Emma Wilson (Safeguarding Officer)
Deanery / Diocesan Judith Shiel / Mary Heijbroek
Churches Together in Marple Representative Helen Kennedy
Pastoral Care Group Coordinator Lesley Futcher 449 0977

Articles for Outlook should be submitted to the editor (preferably by email)
melloroutlooksubmissions@gmail.com.
The deadline for the July issue is June 15th please.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JUNE 2024

2 Sun
1st Sunday
after Trinity

5 Wed
8 Sat

9 Sun
2nd Sunday
after Trinity

10 Mon
12 Wed

16 Sun
3rd Sunday
after Trinity

19 Wed
22 Sat

23 Sun
4th Sunday
after Trinity

26 Wed
29 Sat

30 Sun
5th Sunday
after Trinity

8.30 am
10.00 am
6.30 pm

10.00 am
3.30 pm

8.30 am
10.00 am
6.30 pm

10.45-12 noon
10.00 am

8.30 am
10.00 am

6.30 pm

10.00 am
2.00 pm

8.30 am
10.00 am
6.30 pm

10.00 am
1.00 pm

8.30 am
10.00 am
12.30 pm
6.30 pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)

Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)
Wedding Blessing - Hazel
Shuttleworth and Stephen Butler

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evening Prayer (Mellor Centre)

Coffee & Chat (Mellor Centre)
Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)

Holy Communion

Rose Queen Sunday, Parish
Communion

Choral Evensong

Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)
Wedding - Daniel Orr and
Leanne Royle

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evening Prayer (Mellor Centre)

Holy Communion (Mellor Centre)
Church Féte

Holy Communion

Parish Communion
Christening Olivia Erin Barton
Evening Prayer (Mellor Centre)

Coffee and Chat with the Vicar is on the 2nd Monday of the month
Prayer Group meets every Monday 10.30 to 11.00 am (The Mellor Centre)
Women’s Evening Fellowship meets on the second Wednesday 7:30pm (The Mellor Centre)
Toddlers’ Group meets on Thursday each week 10.00 am to 11.30 am (The Mellor Centre)
Knit and Natter meets on Thursday each week 10.30 am to 12 noon (The Mellor Centre)
The Choir practises each week on Friday at 6.30 pm
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Vicar’s Viewpoint June 2024
Parochial Church Council (PCC)

By the time you read this we will have held our

Annual Parochial Church meeting. At this
meeting we hold elections for the appointment of Churchwardens
and PCC members. | want to take this opportunity to say a huge
thank you to all who serve on the PCC, not just for attending the
PCC meetings but also for all the extra work that goes on all the time
in the background: accounting for church finances, looking after the
church fabric and equipment, dealing with safeguarding issues,
responding to church correspondence, updating the electoral roll
etc. Sometimes people will refer to me as ‘boss’ in a jocular way. |
prefer to see my role as a servant-leader; helping to resource and
facilitate the PCC which holds the ultimate responsibility for making
the decisions about the future of our church as we seek to discern
and do God’s will.

New Door

As many of you will have seen already, we have a new door leading
from the porch into the church. The glass panels in the door make
everything seem lighter. Visitors can see from the porch into the
church to check they are not disturbing a service when they come in.
When the outer door is open, we get a great view from inside looking
out across the valley. The door is not quite finished - we need to
make sure it closes smoothly and there will be some etchings on the
glass. This is a gift to the church in memory of Chris Mann and in
due course we will include a prayer of dedication on a Sunday
morning.

Mellor March

We had perfect weather for the Mellor March, and a good group set
off from church at midday. Thank you so much to everyone who has
been so generous in sponsoring me to a total of over £400, all of
which goes to cancer charities.

Rose Queen Sunday
Sunday 16th June is Rose Queen Sunday when | will be
interviewing Molly in the 10am service about the past year -
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reflecting on her time as Rose Queen, the events she has
organised and the charity she is supporting. Many thanks to
Molly and her family for all their hard work.

Church Féte - Saturday 29'" June

| have heard so much about the church fete and what a
special day this is. Of course, it is a valuable fund-raiser for
the church, but it is also a wonderful community occasion
hosted by the church. It is only possible because of the
contributions of many different people and the careful
coordination of the fete committee. We arrived just a few days
after last year’s féte - what a way to mark the end our first
year here!

As | write we are just approaching Pentecost. Let us pray that
the Holy Spirit will continue to lead us forward:

God of power,
may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us,
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us
to serve and worship you
now and always. Amen.
God bless you, Andrew

Friday Strollers
Judy Cooper has tickets for the Salford Quays

12.45pm
Cost £9 ¥

Contact Judy Cooper for further details
judeecoopurr@hotmail.com 07855290958
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The
Mellor
Centre

An excellent venue for all conterences, parties,
celebrations, concerts, classes, meetings,
business training, wedding receptions...

Why do so many people choose The Mellor Centre?

Characterful, well-maintained building
with choice of different room sizes

Attractive location

Plenty of free accessible parking
Comfortably and adaptably furnished
Kitchen and catering facilities
Reasonable and flexible rental rates

Disabled access, hearing loop

Use of presentation equipment included
in cost (with free Wi-Fi)

Try us for your next event. See our facilities at
www.mellorparishcentre.org or call 0161 484 5079
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Robert Andrew Stunnell
was born in 1942 in Sutton in
Surrey in a family that frowned
upon politics and politicians. He
was educated at Surbiton County
grammar school.

He came to study architecture at
the University of Manchester
where he spent the summer of
1963 with the Freedom from
Hunger society helping to build a
16 mile road to an olive canning
factory in an impoverished
mountain region of Greece. He
started a job in Manchester and
became a trade union
repersentative.

He married in 1967 and had 5
children, two of which were
adopted. As a lay preacher in the
Baptist church, and later, a
member of the Methodist church,
he was outraged when the Labour
Party would deny British passports
the Kenyan Asians.

He began work in Runcorn new
town living in Chester and became
a councillor there. He was invited
to put himself forward for
Parliament in 1992 but he fell short
by 929 votes. Five years later, he
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had a majority of 11,814 votes
for Hazel Grove and Us but at
first found Parliament very
disappointing feeling that it was
no different from a public school.
In his first question he was told
by the table officer that he
should've use instead of the
word ‘whether’ he should have
used the word fif’.

He had longed championed
solar power and became the Lib
Dem. energy spokesman He
also became chief whip. He
helped broker the coalition deal
with David Cameron and Nick
Clegg.

When, in 2015, the country
reverted to the Conservatives
he left politics and was made a
life peer .

His good advice to future
M.Ps was:

“If people say, ‘ It can't happen

or it mustn't happen or it has
never happened always be
ready to challenge it.’

Among his many attributes,
including wisdom, kindness and
humour, one word stands out:
integrity

Lord Stunnell Kt. OBE, Lib Dem
MP died suddenly on April 29th
aged 81.



SO Gy, The Pastoral Care Group Soral g,
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Qo Those readers with long and retentive Qo
| memories may recall that this group was first

set up during the Pandemic. At that time we
could neither come to church regularly nor meet face-to-face and we
tried to do what we could to maintain contact and provide long-
distance support.
Happily the situation has now much improved and our informal and
friendship support networks are once again the first source of help
when needed. The Pastoral Care Group is still functioning however
as a means of staying in touch with those people who are unable to
come to church either in the short or long term.
We are happy to visit, take Home Communion to the housebound,
make phone calls, send emails and cards and pass on prayer
requests to be included by the Prayer Group or in the Intercessions
in church. We will also try to arrange lifts to services if needed.
Please contact me - my phone number is in Outlook at the bottom of
the inside front cover - if you think we can be of help in any way.

Lesley Futcher
Pastoral Care Group Co-ordinator.

Poetry books by Alison Dowdswell.
In the May Outlook Edition we printed the poem
“All in a day’s work".
All proceeds from the sale of Alison’s Poetry books go to
church funds.
Copies of Second Thoughts;  Third Time...; and Venture
Fourth are available in the postcard section at the back of
church for £2 each.
Alison’s most recent book “Volume the Fifth® is also available
for £2.50. Alison is very happy to sign to any book of her
poetry on request. Ed MPW




Oaklands Clinic Contact Romiley Physio

%LgdompSta” e, R Evening or weekend
Stockport Romiley | Physio calls/enquiries
Cheshire Tel: 07796 547139
SK6 4HT

Leading Jaw, Head and Neck Physio
Physio for musicians
Physio for dizziness and problems with balance

| Martin Quinn
A

(Est.1983)
| . 4 Plumbing
BRIDGE LAW PLUMBING REPAIRS
e LT ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME
Ry W N FRIENDLY SERVICE
GETTING YOU FROM WHERE YOU ARE
NOWTO WHERE YOU WANT TO BE 35 Allen Drive, Marple, Stockport
4 SK6 6LN
Specialisms: wills and probate, litigation,
family law, employment law, equine law
0161 427 0084 / 0800 840 1183 07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259
info@bridgelawsolicitors.co.uk
www.bridgelawsolicitors.co.uk martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

At Ridings we always provide comprehensive
examinations using 3D OCT scanning technology
to accurately diagnose eye conditions early.

RIDINGS

OPTICIANS

Book in online via our website, call us on
L27-4945 or pop in and see us.

Rayban - Tom Ford - Wolf - WOOW - Vanni - Pro Design
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Mellor Birds Maggie Williams

ona hay rack attached to the house wall. .
Karen says “She started ‘sitting’ on 19th April. The |
most eggs | counted was seven but after that she

nest. The father stayed around for the first few days
— of laying but we haven't seen him since.

front - when | heard a lot of quacking and
cheeping. Ducks hatched and left today. Four
quite quickly then four more after mother
coaxed them. | videoed them leaving under
the gate, across the side/back lawn down to
paddock. No sign of them in the long grass so | think she must have
taken them to the stream. | hope all the ducklings survived. It seems
a very long walk to the stream which is quite fast flowing at the
moment.”

Well done Karen! She can relax after 25 days of looking after the
maternity unit.

The Roman Lakes have Open Days on the last Sunday of the month
10 - 3pm. We went to see the Stockport Ukulele Players there. Also
we saw mute swans nesting on an island in the
lake. Swans take 35 to 42 days to incubate their
eggs. So | went to have a look on May 14th and
there were six cygnets following their parents
around. g
Helen and Edwin told me they had seen a J
wheatear on Bogguard Road. They are the same Y
size as a Robin but have a very upright stance.
They have a black mask and wing, a grey back,
buff chin and a white rump seen when they fly off.
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Arbella Gardens

Garden design and build
Quality garden care and rejuvenation
On a project or on a regular basis
RHS horticulture design and Permaculture qualified
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile)
www. arbellagardens.co.uk

Whiting & Mason

Specialising in Residential and Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and
Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation
including Accident Claims, Lasting <
Powers of Attorney and Court of Ma1rZ>Ie1 gg::c:(cpkg: g,?g deD

Protection Proceedings.

Tel: 0161 427 1040
Fax: 0161 426 0923

Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson
for any information you require. i
We are here to help marple@whitingmason.co.uk

mellor

Anyone for Tennis?

Come and join your local, friendly and great value Tennis Club. We welcome all
ages and all abilities for regular Social and Team Tennis on our year-round,
all-weather, floodlit courts.

Tennis coaching is also available.

New members welcome - join for the 24/25 season starting 1st April at
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/melloritc/Membership/Join
Contact Lucy Greenaway for more information at
lucygreenaway @hotmail.co.uk

Mellor Sports Club. 215 Longhurst Lane. Mellor SK6 5PN
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Well Dressing
Help Needed
No experience necessary
From Saturday June 22nd to Friday June 28th 10am to 4pm
Drop in anytime at Mellor Centre
Come and have fun (and get puddled) refreshments provided.

Enjoy Walking in the Countryside, meeting new people
JOIN THE RAMBLERS Britain’s
Walking Charity “HIGH PEAK GROUP”
We walk Wednesdays, Sundays and some Saturdays.
New walkers welcome
For Programme and Contacts see our Web Page
https://www.highpeakramblers.org.uk




AS SEEN FROM COW CORNER

At last the temperature has risen by a few notches in

readiness for the new cricket season, but it does not

make playing any more friendly in view of the cold
north wind, rendering it decidedly arctic. Nevertheless the season
must commence sometime and it is behoven on all the groundsmen
to work well into the evenings to try to succeed in presenting
playable strips for the first fixture. In the event there was not one
ground in the area which was deemed ever likely to be ready for the
late April fixture and consequently all the fixtures were postponed to
be played after the last match in September.
Matters got more intolerable for players and spectators alike, as the
next two of Mellor’s fixtures were rendered unplayable as a result of
the very wet weather experienced in the last few months.
Cricket was eventually deemed playable, but under duress due to
the persistent north wind.
The spectators who braved the conditions, and in order to keep
warm, decided to walk briskly round the boundary edge. Invariably
the spectators walk clockwise, and one does wonder just why that is.
To keep them company on their perambulations, a children’s party
was in full swing in the pavilion, mainly small girls in pink and
sequins.
Mellor, at home, were invited to bat first by Ashley, the visitors. The
Mellor opening pair reluctantly trudged out to face the opposition
bowling in very unseasonable conditions and it was just twenty yards
of walking, by the spectators, before one of the batsmen was
hurrying gratefully back to the warmth of the pavilion.
A bouncy castle, sited outside the boundary, had sprung into action,
much to the delight of many squealing children. The noise seemed
to be amplified by the thrum of the blower being used to maintain
inflation of the castle. Whether it was the squeals or the thrum which
distracted the batsmen, who knows, but before another fifty yards
had been covered by the walkers, another two batsmen were back
in the pavilion.
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There was then a modest recovery shown by the scoreboard, as a
few risky singles were taken, but still wickets fell and half the side
were out with just a hundred yards walked.

The pavilion hove into view for those walking the boundary, but, just
as they arrived, the Mellor innings was brought to an inglorious end
on a dismal 49 all out.

After a suitable break and a warming cup of tea, the Ashley openers
took to the field. The spectators decided that it wouldn’t take too
long for the target to be reached, and they would therefore remain in
the comfort of the pavilion to watch the final humiliation.

This duly arrived within eighteen overs, but not before a
questionable run out went in favour of the home side and a first ball
duck accounted for batsman number three, which brought an
unnecessary over celebration from the home side.

Silly Point

Laughs With Lynda

Why don’t cows have money?

Because farmers milk them dry.

We haven’t found a solution for climate change yet,
but we are definitely getting warmer.

What do you call cows with a sense of humour?
A laughing stock.
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Cottleston Pie
An old style recipe form the Pooh Cook book. No honey involved.

60z shortcurst pastry either frozen or freshly made using 6oz plain
flour and 30z butter or a mixture of lard and butter.

Cottleston Pie

For the filling AA Milne

4 lean rashers of bacon
Cottleston Cottleston

Cottleston Pie,
A fly can't bird, but a

4 large eggs

Divide the pastry in two and use one

bird can fly.
half to line a 7/8 inch shallow pie plate. Ask me a riddle and |
reply
Trim any rind from the bacon and Cottleston Cottleston

arrange on their sides to form four clriilizsien e

spaces in which to break the eggs. Cottleston Cottleston

Break an egg into each space and Cottleston Pie,
Why does a chicken? |
don't know why.
Ask me a riddle and |

season with salt and pepper.

Roll out the remaining half of the

reply
pastry into a circle to cover the top Cottleston Cottleston
of the pie. Before placing it on the pie Cottleston Pie.

cut a few slits in the centre. Cover the Cottleston Cottleston

pie with lid, seal the edges and trim. Cottleston Pie,
Brush the top with milk and bake in the A fish can't whistle and
centre of a pre heated oven 200C/GM6 neither can .

for 15 minutes. Then lower to 170C, GM4  ~Sk me ariddle and |

reply
Cottleston Cottleston
Cottleston Pie.

for a further 15 minutes. Allow to cool.
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Expert Tree Surgeons in
Stockport

THE SPECIALIST FOR ALL YOUR
ARBORICULTURAL SERVICES

TREE CARE

Nathan, 07725 887630
Chris, 07916 947012
Office 0161 879 4387

In association

In assq::'i‘ation with
i MYERS
JACKSON
TREE CARE . GUlldS TREE CARE
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FETE oy

ROLL UP! ROLL UP! Mellor Fete is here!
Join us on Saturday 29thJune for this great community event.

Schedule for the week leading up to the fete.

THURSDAY 27th June 6.30pm Many hands make light work! We need a big team
to help put up the huge Women'’s Fellowship tent, so PLEASE SAY “YES!” when
we ask you to come and help at 6:30pm.

FRIDAY evening 28th June 7pm. Hope to have Beer tent operating making setting
up of gazebos, stalls and Parish Centre much more enjoyable. Come help, come

socialise, come and have fun! (There will be music too).

SATURDAY-THE FETE!

From 9am setting up- lots of man and woman power needed.

12 noon Lunches and refreshments available in The Mellor Centre with Art
Exhibition.

13.00 Rose Queen Mimi crowned on field and Opens Fete.
13.15 Rose Queen Mimi launches first parachuting teddy
FIELD EVENTS START.

FREE ENTRY

14.00 DOG SHOW bring your dog.

Punch and Judy, parachuting teddies.

Stalls on the field include:

Beer tent. Burgers. Home Produce, Plants, Bouncy Castle, Tombola, Bric a Brac,
Books....Games- golf, football, side shows including “The Human Fruit Machine!”
15.30 RACES and TUG OF WAR

16.00 Raffle prize draw.

SATURDAY EVENING. 7pm

BAND ON THE HILL “HUSTLE” < Q ﬁ(-
After Fete Party on the Field on the Hill. /6‘ ', 42 -,_{Lg

BEER TENT and EPIC PIZZAs.
Entry £10. Pay at gate or on-line. See Poster.

SUNDAY- All hands-on deck-clearing up! 11.30am. Big tent down weather
permitting or Monday evening at 7pm.
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¢ www.facebook.com/hustleband

SAT 29TH JUNE 7PM
FIELD OPPOSITE CHURCH
CHURCH ROAD

MELLOR SKé 5LX

£10 ENTRY
£5 UNDER 18 & NUS

GENEROUSLY
SPONSORED BY 7y
KEY HOLIDAYS EPIC PIZZA

b WOOD FIRED

AND BAR




TOY TOMBOLA at the Church Féte June 29th
) Children picking a winning number get a small

paper bag with a selection of toys inside. Every

9@ child is offered a consolation prize.

If you have any small toys etc. which you

is a collection box in the Mellor Centre neaf
the door to the office, or if you contact Catherine Starling on
427 1320, she will be happy to collect. Thank you!

Teddies
The Church Fete on June 29th is in need of y
Teddies for the tombola. If you have any to 7§
spare please leave at the Mellor Centre, (orin \ /D

porch of 122 Longhurst Lane). It would be
much appreciated.

BOTTLE and New Gifts TOMBOLA.
For Church Fete 29th JUNE
Please, please leave any bottles or new gifts
for the Tombola in porch of 31 Townscliffe
Lane or at the Mellor Centre. Lynda is very
grateful for all donations.

Needed for Church Fete.
Plants, Cakes, Books, Bric a Brac, Toys, Teddies and
Bottles. Can be left at The Mellor Centre.

Gazebos
Also volunteers for selling raffle tickets and

help in kitchen please contact Maggie Williams
427 2406. or mpw266@gmail.com
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Mellor Church Women's Evening

Fellowship
Looking back to May | must thank everyone who
supported our Féte Shower. It was a most enjoyable evening and
preliminary calculations suggest that we made over £800 to go to

Church Funds.
This month we look forward to inviting people to join us for two events.
On June 12th at 7.30pm in the Mellor Centre
Elizabeth Bishop is giving a talk on
"A Day in my Garden Diary of Flowers"

and on June 29th we very much hope that many of you will be eager
customers at the Fellowship Produce Tent at the Church Féte.
Our jams, jellies, cakes and biscuits are always popular and often
sell out quite quickly, as do other goods. Do make us an early stop
on your tour of stalls.




Captain Ken Ken Owen

& | Throughout the world British citizens are often referred
to as Limeys, a title that | always consider as complementary. British
ships were required by law to supply concentrated lime juice, which
we had discovered prevented the skin disease Scurvy. A horrible skin
disease caused by lack of vitamin C. And although that is thought to
be, a long time ago, it was as recent as the nineteen fifties. When
some of our company’s Midshipmen were helping to crew the vast
German registered sailing barques ‘Pamir’ and ‘Passat’ they actually
suffered from the disease, as those ships were not required to
provide lime juice.

Not only did British ships have to carry lime juice, they were also
required to have a copy of The Ship Captain’s Medical Guide, which
was published by The Department of
Trade and Industry, and must always be
consulted when any patient is treated.

In the nineteen eighties when we began
to employ female officers, | was Captain
of a medium sized container ship
‘Strathconon’ engaged on the North
Atlantic service. On the night before we
were due to arrive in Boston our first female Second Officer told me
she was pregnant and would need to be relieved to fly home. | was
quite sorry as she was an excellent officer. However, when on the
evening before Boston | telephoned our immediate port requirements
to our American Agent, | said ‘Could you supply four thousand
dollars, take one crew member to the Doctor, and one to the Dentist
and one to the Gynaecologist’. He replied ‘Captain, could you repeat
the last request please’.

When | asked our management to arrange for a relief officer to be
appointed, they said as it’'s Christmas time there’s no chance of
arranging a relief. Please keep her until the ship arrives in U.K. But
my guiding light; the Ship Captain’s Medical Guide advised
otherwise, and that advice had to be followed. I'm glad to say all went
well. She gave birth to the baby she had always wanted, and |

managed to find a relief who was looking for the job.
20




| must admit that on a previous occasion, when | was master of
‘Bengal Enterprise’, | had a crew member who had gone quite mad
and was attacking some of his comrades for no apparent reason. |
took the advice of an experienced former Captain who | spoke to by
mobile phone. Rather than following the Guide’s advice, | convinced
my crazy crew member that his leg was severely injured and
managed to put him to bed with his leg bandaged in a splint and
taking regular aspirins.

It worked well until we reached Colombo when he broke out of his
cabin and went running up the road amongst the city traffic, followed
by some of the crew. But at least | had the help of a Doctor by then.

From the Registers

Funerals

We remember before God and
commend to his love and mercy

Wednesday 27th March — Memorial Service
Lewis Edwards

Tuesday 30th April — Service at Crematorium only
Hazel Bakewell

We offer our love and sympathy to all who mourn.
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The Bladdernut bush/tree in Mellor.

Oldknow’s garden by where his home stood opposite his Mellor Mill
has a bladdernut tree flowering there at the moment. About four
years ago Hilary HT told the volunteer gardeners at the Mellor War
Memorial Garden about the shrub/tree. No one had heard of a
bladder nut tree. Oldknow liked unusual plants so we assume he
planted it.

In the autumn the tree fruited. Two dark brown nuts like small
conkers were wrapped in an inflated green papery capsule hanging
from the tree. RHS says it's sometimes called the Lantern tree.

So we collected some nuts and gave about ten out to various
gardeners hoping someone could get one to grow and we could
plant it in the Mellor War Memorial garden.

Four years on and only one person has managed to get a nut to
germinate and grow. Green fingered Margaret Simpson. Margaret
originally had two nuts which she put in the fridge for a while before
planting and only one grew. In four
years it has only grown about six
inches/15 cm. It looks a very healthy
plant.

We were wondering if any readers
know about this plant and can give
us advice.

Volunteers are in the garden on
Thursday about 2pm and once a
month on a Saturday 10 to 12.

8th

Next work party June.
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YIIIIII LOW MILERGE, ONE OR
TWO OWNER CAR, ESTATE, MPV
OR SMALL/MEDIUM VAN
WITH SERVICE HISTORY

FINANCE SETTLED

THOUSANDS JOFISATISFIED[CUSTOMERS

g HIGH LANE
GARAGE

ESTABLISHED 1927 @ _
WE'RE OPPOSITE THE RED LION g2

€=

T 01663
763355/~ - ol

764566 - % —

Q 111-113 Buxton Road, ngh Lane Vlllage Stockport SKé6 8DX
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Home
Instead.

Sometimes a little help is all you need to continue
living at home. With personalised care from Home
Instead, your loved one can maintain their
independence whilst providing peace of mind

to the entire family. We build personalised care (
plans to help older people live well, their way.

with care in the
comfort of your
own home

Our bespoke care plans can include;

@ Companionship

@ Transport to appointments

@) Dementia and Alzheimer's care

- _

@) Home help and meal preparation

@ Personal care J

@ Shopping é
3 )
[

. e W
@ Collecting prescriptions 3 AISO NOW Recrl"tlng
@ Exercise Care Professionals

5 & T

@ Assistance with pets

@www.homeinstead.co.uk/highpeak o Chris.Blain@highpeak.homeinstead.co.uk
© Home Instead Senior Care 95 Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport SKé6 8DX 0 O
For a FREE Care Consultation, call our dedicated team (@ 01663 765510

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is independently owned and operated
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C.Hynes
Roofing Services

Stone Slating
Slating
Tiling

General Repairs

Chimney Repairs
Flat Roofs
Velux Windows

Guttering

T www.chynesroofing.co.uk City&s
ﬂ info@chynesroofing.co.uk Guilds
0773 993 7466 "
S 01619008852 [Ty
LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD
While we are committed to REPAIRS TO IH
supporting local DVD
. . . . WASHERS/DRYER
businesses, the inclusion of f EV”HTP SORYERS
advertisements in Outlook COOKERS/OVENS
« DISHWASHERS

does not constitute an
endorsement or
recommendation
of the services advertised.

V “\-':‘GE EQL'PHE“- PEP— RS
RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC
TEL: 0161427 8181

"A: 7.&-,1 -1-‘.:,)
V. ViY v Vi

10 Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge

ESTARLISHED
COTADLUIS
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Ve Mellor Centre
SK5 7HZ

QOLDEN e
GAMES

FREE Over 50's Community Group

No need to book!

Golden Games

It will cost nothing and if people have any questions they
can call on 0161 791 0934.
This is the main office number.

Dave Meanwell.
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Outlook report on the PCC meeting for April 2024
This month’s PCC meeting was our last before the Annual Parochial Church meeting
(APCM), which is due to take place on 19th May. This is the church’s annual general
meeting, when we elect Church Wardens, and new PCC members, if there are
vacancies, and consider the church’s accounts. So, there was some discussion
around planning for that meeting.

We had a visitor to the meeting, Peter Williams, who came to explain the
changes he wants to make, to update the sound system in church. He kindly offered
to do this work himself and the money is being donated from a legacy. This work
should improve the quality of sound for those in church, and for those listening online,
and Peter was thanked for his work.

Andrew led an initial discussion about going back to using the shared
chalice at Holy Communion services. The PCC seemed generally in favour of this,
but Andrew suggested that he will raise it at the APCM and seek the views of
members of the congregation.

We heard that there had been another successful ‘Messy Church’ session,
which was well attended and enjoyed by everyone. We discussed how often we
may hold these in the future, given the commitment needed by those leading the
sessions. There was a feeling that we should aim to manage six per year.

In terms of finance, our Treasurer, Richard Elliott, had circulated the
Trustees annual report and accounts. St Thomas’ is a registered charity and as
such has to abide by rules on financial management, set by the Charity
Commission, and keep accounts which are audited every year. The PCC
accordingly adopted these accounts.

We were very pleased to hear that the new church door has now been delivered
and would hopefully be fitted before the weekend’s services.

There was a discussion about the burial of ashes in the churchyard, and

the fact that we have nearly run out of space for this. As things stand, there is one
more area which can be used. The PCC agreed to the Vicar's suggestion that in
future we should ask families to use smaller memorial stones, of 12in x12in instead
of the existing 18in x 18in, so as to maximise the use of the available space.
Sylvia Knight, PCC member, has been working on commissioning a new website
for the church. We heard this was now almost completed, and just needed to be
tested. before being launched. Finally, we heard that one of our two Safeguarding
Officers, Kathryn Maxwell, will be retiring from the role after seven years. The PCC
expressed their sincere appreciation for Kathryn and her work in this role, and for
her colleague Emma Wilson, who will be continuing in the role.  Julie Elliott.
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More Please Judith Shiel
As a follow-up to the article on food in the May Outlook, here are a few more
thoughts on food security. Fare Share (https:/fareshare.org.uk) is a project
which collects surplus food which might otherwise go to waste and
redistributes it to charities which turn it into meals. Not only does this provide
food for people struggling with costs, but it helps the environment by using
food which would have gone into landfill, increasing CO2 emissions. Over 4
million tonnes of food is wasted in Britain each year, even though it is
perfectly good to eat. This happens at all stages of the food industry, from
farmers to manufacturers to retailers to the hospitality industry. Food is
donated to Fare Share by major supermarkets. Charities, refuges, community
and youth centres can use Fare Share food to run cafés and drop-ins,
meaning that people not only eat, but socialise as well. Food safety legislation
and good practice is firmly adhered to, so it's not passing on food which is past
its best, or possibly even dangerous. Altogether, a win-win project.
According to a survey 4 million children start the school day hungry, which
affects their ability to concentrate on learning. Magic Breakfast (https:/
www.magicbreakfast.com) supports schools in England and Scotland (but
not Wales or Northern Ireland at the moment) and works with local
authorities to ensure that children start the day fed. Breakfasts are funded
through donations from individuals and corporate partners. Currently
200,000 children every day are helped. The charity also campaigns and acts
as an advocacy group working with politicians and decision makers.
Children are offered cereal, porridge, toast, bagels or crumpets, and eating
together gives them a chance to socialise as well. Of course it's not just in
Britain that children go hungry. The campaign Mary’s Meals (https:/
www.marysmeals.org.uk) was founded in 2002 by Magnus MacFarlane-
Barrow when he visited Malawi and met a mother dying from AIDS. He
asked her son what his dream was and was told ‘l want to have enough to
eat and to go to school’. Now over 2,000,000 children in 18 countries
receive a meal every day — it costs under £20 to feed a child for a year.The
Fair Trade movement also works to ensure people get enough to eat.
Producers of food in this system are guaranteed a minimum price for their
goods, and receive a premium as well to invest their communities. The Fair
Trade Foundation also works to help develop sustainable growing systems,
so that communities will continue t02%e well fed in the future.



Mellor Art Society

We are a self-help group of amateur artists
who meet every Wednesday
from 7pm to 9 pm at
St Martin's Church Hall,
Brabyns Brow, Marple Bridge.
We also have speakers and workshops in
many diverse and inspirational techniques.

If you would like to join us please contact
our membership secretary on
07754775194  or membership
membershipmellorart@gmail.com

g HOoMEfLred

& FUELS
‘All your fire needs’
Free delivery of premium kiln-dried

hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and
briquettes

Stove sales and installations
NACS certified chimney sweeping
Tel: 0161 327 1656
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk

Established 1920

Telephone 427 2276

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED

M.N.A.F.D.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Complete Funeral Directors — Private Chapel of Rest
OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT
www.malcolmshawandsonlitd.co.uk info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk

Malcolm Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years Anniversary”

StoneWorks & Landscapes

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping

Flooring - external & internal stone Flagging,
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc..

Restoring — Stone Floor — Also restore old steps or
windowsills

Walling - Dry stone walling

Designs carved to design or to match existing stone
work

Landscaping - Ground work, turfing etc.
Free Quotes

Call Will Maltby — 07771 657324
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Painting and Decorating

Est.1997
Over 30 Years trade experience
Advanced City & Guilds Craft Qualified

" PSSISCE
Dulux' | DECORATORS

e-mail watersidedecor@gmail.com
Marple 0161 427 7520
07798 701 670

Kidn LS




EcoChurch Clare Jackson

Did you know???

May Bank Holiday this year also fell on one of the minor ‘Rogation Days’ which are
followed by church folk who have a vested interest in farming. It means ‘To Ask’ (in
Latin: rogare) and often involves going on a prayer walk right round the Parish and
blessing the boundaries, hence ‘Beating the Bounds'.

So no coincidence that as | write, I'm nursing reasonably stiff calves having
successfully completed Mellor March on Sunday before May Bank Hol. We headed
off soon after the Morning service had finished, and made it back past the Royal
Oak about 6ish, 11 miles covered, still in gorgeous sunshine. It was a lovely change
after such a wet April and everyone's gratitude made for a wonderful festival
atmosphere. Well done to everyone who helped organise it.

June will be full of more celebrations of our natural environment;
Sunday 2nd with a service at 10am all things Creationwise,
‘Churches Count on Nature’ 8-16th June, (see noticeboard or website for details);
Sunday 9th PicnicWatch.
Sat 29th our absolute favourite Rose Queen Fete to which everyone is welcome.
PS
The Churchyard has been full of wild flowers this month. Is there a reason for this?
For years a member of the congregation, who has cowslips growing in her lawn, did
some gorilla gardening and scattered cowslips seeds in the churchyard, but nothing
ever happened.
The Eco group asked the strimmers if they could have a lighter touch when
strimming and leave the grass slightly longer. As a result we have had carpets of
primroses, and now the cowslips have appeared for a second year. Hurray!
Other wild flowers out are:- May flowers, Pink purslane, Welsh poppies, Bluebells,
White bells, Pink bells, Forget me nots, Red campion, Daisy, Germander
speedwell, Buttercups, Mouse ear, Dandelion, Vetch, Cow Parsley.....
Leaving the grass to grow a bit longer will make the strimmers job not an easy one.
So many thanks to all the strimmers for keeping the Church yard looking so good.
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Thought for the Month
Jenny Johnson

We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night time of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

| will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh, I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow

till we’ve seen this journey through.

We sang these verses from
Hymn 604 recently after I'd
just decided on my ‘thought
for the month’.

Bells rang that morning!

“‘People may not remember what
you do, or what you may say:
but they will remember how you

made them feel.”

So, keep a watch upon my lips,
O, Lord.
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Prayer of the Month

God of the tides,

Whose faithful rhythm
Underlies our dalily lives,
Help us to keep on,

With courage and caring,

Both when we are full and
fulfilled

And in times of ebb and
emptiness —

Neap and spring tides in our
lives —

Within the ocean of your love.

(from 50 Great prayers from
the lona Community Ed by
Neil Paynter)



Church Rotas

Stewards Rota

Date 8.30am 10.00am 6.30pm
June 2nd P Cooke M Lowe & J Mason J Shiel
June 9th A Mason P Long & A Muller R Holt
June 16th J Butterworth S McAllister & C Starling A Sha
June 23rd P Cunningham S Knight & C Langford J Shiel
June 30th A Mason L Forbes & P Forbes R Holt
July 7th P Cooke C Hamilton & K Hargreaves J Shiel

Please arrange your own substitute. If this is not possible, email
Mary Heijbroek <maryheijbroek@ntlworld.com>

Flower Rota

June 2nd Anne Preston July 7th  Wedding flowers
June 9th Blessing flowers July 14th Jill Baker

June 16th Clare Jackson July 21st Helen Tawn

June 23rd Wedding flowers July 28th Alison Dowdeswell
June 30th Fete Flowers

If you wish to change a date, need a key or have any query, please
contact Jill Baker (07881 902533 or jillbaker427@hotmail.com). The
church key is also available from the Parish Office (484 5079)
Monday to Thursday mornings only.

Holy Dusters Brass Cleaning
June 2nd L & J Futcher J Briggs & H Carlsson
June 9th M & R Leng

June 16th J Cooper & A Muller
June 23rd J & D Butterworth
June 30th A Mason & C Starling
July 7th A Allcard & J Jones
Please arrange your own substitute. Any problems contact
Anthea Mason 449 9815
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SJM soft furnishings
curtains cushions and roman blinds
made to measure and fitted
for a free estimate contact Stephanie
Home (0161) 494 1143 Mob(07921) 781181
email SUM soft furnishings@hotmail.co.uk

PIANO LESSONS in Mellor or online
Ruth Holt BA, ALCM PGCE

Beginners — Grade 8, tinies to oldies.
Enquires to ruthholt.mellor@gmail.com
0r 07532 122982

=

Rest & Recuperation for Older People %

We have friendly staff and happy times
Birthday parties cake and wine
Your never alone, someone's always there +
A friendly face to help and care
So call or visit and have a look

there's no place better than 0161 427 4293
Mellor Nook www.mellornook.co.uk
ellor Noo manager@mellornook.co.uk

Peak Paving

Building and landscaping services
All areas of building work undertaken

Guild of Mastercraftsmen
(legitimate members)

« Brickwork « Walling
« Plastering « Blockpaving
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon . Roofing . Flagging
and 2pm - 5pm « Windows . Decking
Social Badminton all standards - Monday and | + Refurbishment « Fencing
Wednesday at 8pm + Alteration
Stockport League and Tameside League All work guaranteed
OlOCK| ague and | ameside League Phone now fOr 4 free estimate

matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm
D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487

Mellor Badminton Club K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080
Longhurst Lane, Mellor facebook com/peakpavingandlandscaping
For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 peakpavmgan(ﬂandscamng co uk

Ann Preston 01663 762210
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Key Holidays Travel Agency

Fantastic Local Travel Agent offering you great service
Cruise,River Cruise & Rail Holidays
European & Worldwide Holidays & Tailormade Tours

Book with confidence

Tel: 0161 494 5881 Email: info@keyhols.com
Key House, 76 Compstall Road, Romiley, SK6 4DE
www.keyhols.com
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Katherine Scott Limited
Chartered Accountant
Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner
Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping
Free initial meeting
Marple Bridge




