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                                       Vicar’s Viewpoint 

Wild Geese by Mary Oliver: 

You do not have to be good. 
You do not have to walk on your knees 
for a hundred miles through the desert, repenting. 
You only have to let the soft animal of your body 
love what it loves. 
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. 
Meanwhile the world goes on. 
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain 
are moving across the landscapes, 
over the prairies and the deep trees, 
the mountains and the rivers. 
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, 
are heading home again. 
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 
the world offers itself to your imagination, 
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting- 
over and over announcing your place 
in the family of things. 

                    Enjoy this month and all the   beauty it brings. 

                                    Best wishes,  Tracy 

Spending time in nature is good 
for the soul. I write this month’s 
Vicar’s Viewpoint sitting next to 
a lake with a flotilla of geese 
swimming in front of me. The 
sun’s shining and the geese 
seem to be just soaking up its 
warmth and resting before the 
weather turns and they have to 
start their long flight to a warmer climate. For now I can enjoy them.  

Sitting and watching them float by reminds me of a poem by one of my favourite 
poets called Mary Oliver. I think Mary Oliver is one of the best poets writing about 
the natural world who’s ever picked up a pen – but that’s just my opinion. 
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                     Calendar of Events for November 2021 
3 Wed 
 

 10.00 am  Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 

  

 7 Sun 

3rd Sunday 
before Advent 

  
  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 
‘Come & See’ Bible story session (Parish 
Centre) 
Compline 

 8 Mon  10.45-12 noon 

  
 Coffee & Chat (Parish Centre) 

10 Wed 

  
11 Thurs 

10.00 am 

  
7.30 pm 

Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 

  
FoMPC event (see p12  ) 

  
  

14 Sun 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

8.30 am 
10.00 am 
5.00 pm 
  
6.30 pm 
  

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion 
‘Come & See’ Bible story session (Parish 
Centre) 
Contemplative Evening Prayer 
  

17 Wed 
 

 10.00 am  Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 

  

21 Sun 

Christ the King 
  
  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

  

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 
‘Come & See’ Bible story session (Parish 
Centre) 
Compline 

  

28 Sun 

1st Sunday 
 of Advent 

  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

   Holy Communion 

   Parish Communion 
   ‘Come & See’ Bible story session      
    (Parish Centre) 
   Compline 

      

20 Wed     10.00 am           Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 
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REFLECTION  FOR THE MONTH OF REMEMBRANCE 

 
Merciful God, your love embraces all of creation.  Your realm knows nothing of 
the borders we draw between nations.  You have taught us that every woman, 
man and child is our neighbour.  You have commanded us to love, love, love, 
without thought of our own security, or glory, or gain. 

Remind us that you have pronounced your blessing, not upon nations and armies, 
but upon the poor, and the meek, and the peacemakers. 

 

We remember those who have lost their lives as a result of war; young soldiers, 
dispatched to far-away places, never to return, and civilians, young and old, 
caught in the crossfire of conflict.  Loving God, bring healing to families torn apart 
by  war. 

Comfort those who mourn for their loved ones. 

We remember those who have been psychologically wounded by the horrors of 
war, who find themselves unable to live with the burden of having taken away 
human life; Those who dehumanise ‘the enemy’ in order to carry out acts of    
violence and find their own humanity diminished as a result.  Loving God, bring 
healing to hearts and minds that are broken; reveal to us your image deep within 
us and within every other human life.  

 

We remember those living, now, under oppressive regimes or in the midst of   
violence and conflict; the millions displaced from their homes to refugee camps; 
the communities struggling on with their daily lives under the shadow of war, 
fearing for their lives, and the lives of their children.  Loving God, bring healing to 
nations where there is unrest, and inspire in us hope for a world where all can live 
in dignity and safety.  

 

We remember those who campaign for peace, who seek and encourage            
reconciliation, and non-violent resolutions to conflict, those bold prophets who 
raise their voices to declare that there can be another way, and those who, in 
their lives, model the radical forgiveness that Christ himself taught and        
demonstrated.  Loving God, bring healing to communities, forgiveness where 
there is hurt, compassion where there is hatred, love where there is fear. 

 

Cara Heafey (URC Minister) 

6 

 

 

Editorial Meanderings 
Good morning, Gentle Readers.  I have calculated this to be about my ninety-sixth 
edition of Outlook since I started my editorship.  ’You would have thought he 
would have got the hang of it by now,’ I hear you say.   You will appreciate      
therefore that ‘Meanderings’ becomes a bit more difficult as I run out of all    
memories of  ’life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness‘ (where have I heard that    
before?). 

I’m sure there will have been many repeats of my memories and life-long          
experiences.  I once put this to a lady who was quite complimentary about the 
magazine and she said she honestly didn’t think it would matter. I hope she is 
right.  In fact I think I might have even mentioned that before.   

When I took the magazine over from a Mellor resident and churchgoer named  
Ruth Beach, we would sit at a computer in the Parish Office and virtually          
construct the magazine there and then.  However, since the development of 
more technology and the involvement of the redoubtable and much-lamented 
Nick Sanders, who took the magazine to new heights editorially, the present    
production team of two, Mr. and Mrs. Editor, has slowly, hopefully, taken it to 
even greater heights.  

Having trodden this planet for more years than I would care to admit to, it is     
interesting for me to constantly review and consider the changes in technology, 
broadcasting, computers and phones, etc., etc.  I speak as someone whose    
childhood was spent listening to the radio - known in our Welsh village as ‘The 
Wireless’ - and nothing else.  There was no television.  I was invariably glued to it 
with my lovely, gentle, blue-eyed Irish grandfather who brought me up.  Although 
gentle by nature, he was tough as old boots, strong as an ox and covered in blue 
scars—as were most of the miners in my village.  When injuries underground   
occurred, coal dust would get in and as the wound closed up and healed, the coal 
dust showed through.   

Dad (which was what I called my grandfather) and I would listen avidly to all the 
radio plays and serials,  the main one being called  Dick Barton - Special Agent.   It 
played for 30 minutes each evening and then played the whole omnibus edition 
on Saturday morning.  Dad and I would be glued. It was brilliant and exciting and 
no TV programme has ever come anywhere near the experience for me.  

Dad was an avid reader and I never saw him without a book. He must have read 
four or five a week, and every one was a Western Cowboy book.  Dad may have 
earned his living working underground in a  Welsh coal mine, but the rest of his 
life was spent riding the open range on horseback which helped to keep him alive.  
All the library ladies loved him for his gentleness and kindness and they would 
virtually fight each other to be the one to hand him the latest cowboy book to 
arrive in the library, just to watch his excited face. He has been resting on the 
range for some time now and nobody deserves it more.   
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Mellor Birds                                                                     Maggie Williams 

The best thing for me about the local RSPB monthly meeting is when the         
Chairman asks ‘has anyone seen anything?’  

Pat and Ann in Mill Brow said they had a red kite over their    
garden on 1st June. Last year they saw their first pink-footed 
geese flying over on 28th September.  Ann and I have not seen 
them yet (on 15th Octpber ). It will depend on the weather in 
Iceland. We are so fortunate to live under their flight path to the     
Norfolk wetlands. Normally one hears them going ‘wink wink’ 
and then sees them high up in a ‘V.  

The next monthly meeting is on Monday, 15th November at 7.30 
at The Marple Senior Citizens Hall. The talk is about ‘The Northern Goshawk’. 

 The Emily Williamson Festival at The Manchester City Art Gallery from 
12th—14th November will finish with the winning design for the statue of Emily 
being  declared. It will be placed at the Fletcher Moss garden where she lived and 
the RSPB was founded in 1889. 

 As I unfolded my yoga mat at the Parish Centre, Judith came up to me and 
offered me a paperback saying ‘I think you might like this. It’s about bloody birds’.  
It is the recently published Orchard by MacDonald and Gates. I love it. 

I think Judith must have bought it hoping to make her jams and chutneys even 
tastier; but it is about a Herefordshire orchard where they have made cider for 
generations and use no chemicals and have lots of ‘bloody birds’ such as lesser- 
spotted woodpeckers, cuckoos and flycatchers that have disappeared   elsewhere, 
since the EU policy encouraged the grubbing up of orchards.  

 In Mellor, Mary left her old apple tree up as it has something special in the 
bark the greater spotted woodpecker likes to eat.  

 

Shopping Ethically for Christmas                                         Judith Shiel 

It looks as though Christmas shopping is going to be a bit different this year, so 
why not make it really different and shop ethically? There are several                  
organisations which produce items which make lovely presents, and also make 
sure that the producers benefit from their work. One is the Ethical Superstore 
(www.ethicalsuperstore.com) which has a vast range of gifts for all ages and tastes 
as well as the usual groceries and cleaning materials. Another is Traidcraft 
(www.traidcraftshop.co.uk) which also stocks gifts and Christmas decorations in 
addition to tea, coffee and chocolate etc.  I am not intending to run a Traidcraft 
stall after church in the future as there has been so little interest shown and I do 
have to buy the items I stock in advance. I will still be buying for the group on my 
email list, and I do recommend looking at both these websites to see what they 
have. 
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ROB PRESTON 
P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC  

TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

10 Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

• TV 
• HI.FI 
• DVD 
• WASHERS/DRYERS 
• ELECTRIC 
COOKERS/OVENS 

• DISHWASHERS 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 

http://www.ethicalsuperstore.com
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Opticians and contact lens practitioners 
Come and visit our new practice at 20 Stockport Road, Marple.  

We now stock Oakley, Rayban, Porsche Design, Vogue, Armani and others. 
Credited to test young children and diabetics. 

Telephone:  0161 427 4945                                          www.ridingopticians.co.uk 

 

 

• Stone Slating 

• Slating 

• Tiling 

• General Repairs 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Flat Roofs 

• Velux Windows 

• Guttering 

 

                                   Advertising in Outlook  
The feedback from our advertisers suggests that they find Outlook to be a 
good source of business at a reasonable price. We do have more space 
available so if you know of someone who might be interested please  
mention this to them. Details about space and price are available from                                                       
jackiekshah@gmail.com  
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UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone    

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive     

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill.  

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK call 

centre in London: consistently best customer-rated combined utilities       

service in Which? magazine  

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation 
including Accident Claims, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney and Court of 

Protection Proceedings.  
 
 
Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson 

for any information you require.  
We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 



. . Anta Bars                                                      Jill Baker 

These sticky treats are very simple to make (possibly with 
children or grandchildren). They are from a recipe by          
Sue Lawrence a Scottish author. Makes quite a lot so good 
for sharing. 

140g/5oz butter 

350g/12oz digestive biscuits 

400g/14oz condensed milk 

200g/7oz dark chocolate or milk chocolate coarsely chopped 

175g/6oz desiccated coconut 

 

Turn the oven to 180C GM4 and butter a 9inch by 13 inch/23cm by 33cm Swiss 
roll tin.  

Crush the digestive biscuits and melt the butter in a pan. Mix in the crushed     
biscuits and press into the tin. Pour the condensed milk over leaving a narrow 
margin around the edge of the tin. Cover with chopped chocolate and then     
sprinkle the coconut over. 

Bake in the lower part of the oven as the coconut can over brown! 15 to 20 
minutes. Do let it cool well before cutting into smallish pieces. 

             Laughs with Lynda 
   What are you doing today? 
   Nothing. 
   Didn’t you do that yesterday? 
   Yes.  But I didn’t finish it. 
 

  My geometry teacher was furious when  
  someone stole his bike. 
  He went off on a tangent. 
 
  A women in labour suddenly shouts, 
  ‘Shouldn’t!  Wouldn’t!  Couldn’t!  Didn’t!’ 
  ‘Don’t worry,’ said the doctor. 

   ‘Those are only contractions.’ 
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Date for your Diary! 

FRIENDS OF MELLOR PARISH CENTRE 

‘The Enduring Enigma of          

Mr. Lowry’ 
Michael Howard, FRSA, author of ‘L.S.Lowry 

– a Visionary Artist’ returns to give another 

talk about the artist’s life and work. 

Thursday November 11th, 7.30pm 

£7.50, pay at the door.   Bar. 

Mellor Parish Centre, Church Road, Mellor, SK6 

5LX 

 

Peter Cunningham Memorial Concert  
There is no concert this month but watch this space for  

future concerts 
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding 
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaranteed  

Free  W r i t t en Quotat ions ,  wi thou t  ob l igat ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Jaunts with Judy    Easy Walks No 13                           Judy Cooper 

An easy stroll from Lymefield Garden Centre.  Broadbottom.      1 mile    40 
minutes to 1 ½ hours (depending on level of exploration and who you are with !) 

 This walk is ideal for a post-lunch stroll after a visit to the Tea Rooms at Lymefield 
Garden Centre. It is also a good adventure walk for children as it ends up in a   
secret play area with an excellent Children’s Maze.  

 

Parking 

 There is a large car park at the Garden Centre. If you are not visiting the tea 
rooms or shop then use the small car park on the road down to the Garden     
Centre.  It is on the left by the Outdoor Learning Centre. 

 

 Walking Route and Points of Interest 

1. Leave the Garden Centre car park walking back in the direction you        
came from. Turn left and walk past the row of large houses. This is 
Lymefield Terrace . Go straight ahead and amongst the trees is a wooden 
gate which will take you into the Etherow Valley Heritage site.  There is a 
designated duck feeding area on the right. Remember to take lettuce and 
not bread for the ducks! 

2. Continue on the path and head diagonally across the grass to an               
information board.   This area was the site of the gas holder.  Continue to 
the left following the path round through the trees with stone ruins on the 
left. 

3. At the wooden footpath sign turn left towards Hodge Fold as indicated. At 
this point you may want to explore the site of a 19th centuary  cotton    
spinning mill. If you do wander around just return to the main path to rejoin 
the walk. 

4. The path takes you round to the right, up steps and through a metal gate. 
Pushchair users may prefer to turn back at this point and approach the chil-
dren’s play area from the road. The bridge over the River Etherow should 
be ahead of you. At this point there is an old gas lamp to look out for.  

5. Take a stroll over the bridge then return and make your way up the steep 
path signposted to Hodge Fold. 

6. At the top of the path you will turn right and walk past a row of cottages. 
Note the attractive doorways. This is Well Row. At the end turn left and 
then turn right to walk down New Street . This is a very neat row of mill 
workers’ cottages that benefits greatly from being traffic-free. 
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7. Continue on to Temperance Street then turn left. At the main road turn 
right.  

8. You should now see the road leading down to Lymefield. Turn right. 

9. Half-way down the road is the Outdoor Learning Centre. This area is worth 
exploring even if you do not have children with you. Turn left and you will 
find the maze. Walk around the maze and to the left you will find a          
delightful Willow Arch which leads to a small and well kept log-type play 
area with picnic benches.  Return the same way to avoid steps. 

10. At the road turn left and back down to the car park. 

 

Paralympic Games 2020, A source of Inspiration         Kareen Dayes 
 

Did anyone else follow the Paralympics? I always find the Olympic Games exciting, 
particularly the athletics, I ran every step with Laura Muir, and don’t ask me how 
many times I jumped those hurdles in 1992 with Sally Gunnell in Barcelona! I    
marvel at the dedication and hard work all the competitors put into their various 
sports, and the Paralympians even more so. 

 

The tremendous depth and strength of character they must have, initially to ac-
cept their disability, whatever it is, and then to train doubly hard to compete in 
their chosen discipline are humbling. Here more than ever it is the taking part 
which is as important as the winning, and the wonderful camaraderie which is 
evident in all the competitors is heartwarming.  

 

However, my abiding memory from this sporting event was how the Paralympic 
fraternity conspired through various means to smuggle the two Afghan competi-
tors out of their home country and by a circuitous route transport them to Tokyo. 
Due to their late arrival, the male athlete was unable to compete in his usual 
sport; however, the programme was rearranged for him to take part in another 
discipline, and although he came last he was applauded all the way. 

 

Surely we can all draw inspiration from these people in that whatever life throws 
at us, it is always possible to overcome and shine. 
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Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
If you are interested in cost-effective advertising in Outlook,  
contact jackiekshah@gmail.com for details about available 

space and price 

Martin Quinn 
(Est.1983) 

Plumbing 

 
PLUMBING REPAIRS 

ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport,   
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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The Cachalots - A letter from the editor of The Cachalot magazine who we 
came to know through our contributor Ken Owen.  Thought it worth sharing.   

Further to your note at the end of Captain Ken's article in the October edition of 
Outlook, yes, the Cachalot is indeed the sperm whale and it was adopted as the 
emblem of the SMMC when the club was formed in 1928. The secondary title 
"The Cachalots" was adopted on the suggestion of Frank Bullen, a Master Mariner 
and writer of stories of the days of sail, "that the Cachalot whale had the thickest 
skin, blew the hardest and spouted the most!" 

 

The 21 founder Master Mariners, all of them square-rigged sailors, also adopted 
the nomenclature of the whaling ships, so the Secretary is known as the 
Boatsteerer, the Treasurer as the Storekeeper and Committee members as      
Harpooners. 

 

We also have a small but select group of Honorary Members, currently nine in 
number, who are known as Stowaways. They include, in order of Seniority, HRH 
The Duke of York, General Sir Peter de la Billiere, Lady Mary Fagan LG, (previous 
Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire), HRH The Princess Royal, Admiral Lord West,       
Mr. Nigel Atkinson (Current L-L of Hampshire) and Captain Ian McNaught ( Last       
Cunard Captain of the QE2 and Deputy Master of Trinity House). The late Duke of 
Edinburgh was our longest serving Stowaway, appointed in 1948. 

 

Ken became a Cachalot sometime in the 1990's (I don't have access to his file 
from home) and was twice our 'Sea Staff Captain', in 1999 and again in 2003. That 
post was discontinued in 2014 when we ran out of Master Mariners who were still 
at sea. He may have been too modest to mention it but he was Lloyd's List's 
'International Shipmaster of the Year' in 2004. 

 

We have a membership of around 270, not all Master Mariners but people        
involved mainly with the local maritime industry. 

I must say that I am very impressed with your production of Outlook, both the 
printed and online versions, and I do like to read your Meanderings. 

 

I am pleased to be able to reprint Captain Ken's articles in the Cachalot and in our 
August edition I included your July piece complete with the photograph of the 
editorial discussion and said 'This editor is extremely jealous of the hospitality 
afforded to his counterpart in Mellor and is only too willing to discuss your        
contributions over a pint, at your expense of course.'  Unfortunately I still await a 
response.            With much respect     Terry Clark     (Editor of The Cachalot)  
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Captain Ken                                                                 Ken Owens 
In the nineteen fifties and sixties, the Blue Funnel Line, in which I was serving, was 
the major cargo liner company serving the Far East.  Besides our newly built liners 
at that time, we had many wartime built Liberty ships, known as Sam boats,  
which had been purchased to replace half of all our former fleet which had been 
sunk by enemy action.    

 

November Remembrance day is an appropriate time to remember that the     
Merchant Navy lost half of its ships and a quarter of its men in the last world war, 
a proportion higher than any of the other Service. 

  

This month is also the eightieth anniversary of the Outward Bound Trust.  In the 
early days of the war, Lawrence Holt, head of the Blue Funnel Line, had noted 
that a great many young seafarers were being lost at sea after their ship had been 
sunk, due to difficulties in dealing with lifeboats.  He contacted Kurt Hahns,    
Headmaster of Gordonstoun School (which Prince Charles attended) who had 
moved from Scotland, where an invasion was expected,  to North Wales, and 
asked him to organise the Aberdovey Outward Bound Sea School which taught 
how to handle small boats in severe weather.  Lawrence Holt ensured that all 
newcomers joining his ships attended that Outward Bound course, and from that 
day on no deaths occurred of any person from a sinking ship who had managed to 
reach the ship’s lifeboats. 

  

We often utilised our Sam boats to load bulk cargo, such as copra, the dried     
kernel of the coconut, which was prevalent in Indonesia, Borneo and Celebes 
where we could anchor off the ports of these small islands and and use the sam 
boats. Before embarking on the above, however, we would have to go to the port 
of Makassar and take on a labour force, known as Bajos, who  would set up their 
tents on the main deck of our ship and cook their meals on open fires on the 
deck. Their lavatory was a wooden structure hanging over the side and was      
referred to as The Thunder-Box. 

 

 We were, however,  always apprehensive about this temporary labour force, as 
they far outnumbered our ship’s complement, and as  Indonesia had just expelled 
their Dutch colonizers, they were not too friendly towards Europeans.  In fact, 
they had recently murdered a ship’s officer who had apprehended a man          
suspected of stealing.  In view of this situation, our agents in Djarkarta advised us 
to land our temporary labour force off Makassar, together with the lighters and 
tug-boats, and to leave Indonesia as soon as possible. 
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Film on the Hill presents Boats came out to collect the labour force, but the tug boats refused to collect 
the lighters. Fortunately,  as a young Midshipman aged 18, I  had managed to tie 
the lighters together and attach them to the tugs which were now happily    
steaming towards the port where a huge riot seemed to be breaking out.          
Unfortunately, I was stranded in the last lighter.  However, fortunately for me, my 
colleagues had managed to launch our ship’s very fast petrol lifeboat, and        
rescued me just before we reached the hostile mob.     We managed to weigh  
anchor and leave for the safety of Singapore.  However, I distinctly remember   
being so thankful for my Outward Bound course which had virtually saved my life.  

  

The  Mellor War Memorial Gardens                        Maggie Williams 

Thank you to all the volunteers who turn up unannounced at the monthly         
Saturday work parties 10am-12 noon. The next will be on 13th November in time 
to get it looking smart for the Remembrance Day service. 

 

 Volunteers are also continuing to turn up on Thursday afternoons at 2pm. 
and stay for as long as they feel like. As a result the roses are still looking good, 
being regularly dead-headed.  

 

 The new prairie planting bed has been a wonderful success. It is also still 
full of colour.  At the moment the hidden-away bed of pink cyclamen             
hederifolium beneath a yew is, as always, very pretty. The sedums are in flower 
and planted with them we have enjoyed, throughout the year, first the white iris-
es and then white gladiolus. 

 

 The new bench placed near the roses has been surrounded by pink Japa-
nese anemones ( hybrid windflowers). A plaque is being placed in the Royal Oak 
to thank them for paying for the bench (as well as the wood chip in the prairie 
bed and some plants).  

 

Remembrance Sunday 14th November 
The Bugler will once again be at the War Memorial on Longhurst Lane to play the 
last post at 12,00 noon. 

 

If anyone wants  poppy wreaths, please contact Kevin Murray 07954388782 
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Peter Cunningham Me-

Mellor Church Autumn Fête 
Following much debate and deliberation, it was decided to go ahead with an     Au-
tumn Fête. The weather forecast was bad and unfortunately accurate! 

However, despite all obstacles, it  was a great  success;  meeting up with friends, 
community spirit, having a laugh, and feeling normality return. 

Rose Queen Hannah accompanied by her retinue was crowned; her charity this 
year is ‘Music in Hospitals and Care’.   The fête was then declared open. 

Retiring Rose Queen Chloe and her team were thanked for the amazing total 
made over 2 years including  lockdown of  £2845.54 raised for The Christie and 
Mellor Church.    After  the crowning of the Rose Queen  the Fête moved down 
to The  Parish Centre 

The Women’s Evening Fellowship had their traditional Produce Stall and Raffle 
which raised along with the Fete Shower £1000.  Many thanks to them for all 
their hard work. 

There were children’s games, tombolas,  a raffle with prizes donated by local 
businesses, tea and the traditional delicious array of cakes, the ever popular 
bar,a walk-through bric a brac. sale books and plants sales, an art competition, 
and  The Human Fruit Machine!  



21 

 

For all you helpers who gave your time, support and energy so willingly, a massive 
‘Thank You’ There were so many people involved that it is impossible to  name 
them  all in one article! 

The total made was £3300.00  so well done everyone! 

Helen, Maggie and Margaret. 
The Dog Show  

Thank you Emma and all your team for organising The Dog Show, which           
produced  impressive ‘Poochy Skills’ and some beautifully turned-out (if a bit   
soggy!) pets. Also many thanks to John Hodgson for lending us the field yet 
again. 

          The Dog Show Team at the Fête              Dylan  

Dylan  may not have won a rosette at the dog show, but would have won first 

prize in the hunt-the-sausage competition if there had been one! 

 
The biggest thank you of all  
So many people to thank for the very successful Autumn Fête but the main thanks 
must go to Helen, Margaret and Maggie for all the time and effort they put in to 
organising such a splendid event. What a star team! 
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Rose Queen Lantern Walk                                                                      Kate Scott 

The new Rose Queen committee organised its inaugural event on the evening of 
fête day: a lantern walk through the fields from Mellor School to the Parish Centre. 

We were so grateful that Mellor School headteacher Mr Nicholson and the         
residents of Knowle Road welcomed the idea with enthusiasm. Community interest 
in the event was also really positive, and over 120 people joined us on the night. 
The persistent rain of the afternoon had happily waned to a very light drizzle by the 
time we gathered. 

 

The centrepieces of our procession were the giant lanterns made of willow twigs 
that children had created on our weekend in Edale the previous weekend: a sun, a 
windmill, a jellyfish and the blue planet. As well as those, everybody had fairy lights 
or lanterns with them, so it looked really magical.  

We were kept safe by Pete Lowe providing hundreds of hi-vis vests, and Ian Dayes 
prevented any lantern bearers from tripping down the banking into the woods 
with various measures. 

 

The procession stretched from Knowle Farm, all the way up the field to church, and 
was quite a sight! It was so lovely to join together as a community after such a long 
time. The twinkling lights processing up the hill and the shadows of the happy 
dancing children projected onto the church walls by the floodlights were beautiful.  
Many thanks to our wonderfully game musicians who entertained us so     brilliant-
ly on our plod up to church: “Recorders in the Bushes” (Joh and Jackie), “Fiddler in 
the Dell” (Clare), “Soprano by Candlelight” (Jen) and “Porch Piano” (Nathan).      
Eleanor, Hannah and Oscar also entertained the happy revellers in the Arkwright 
Hall with piano music, singing and atmospheric lighting effects.  

 

The walkers were rewarded with a hot chocolate topped with cream and marsh-
mallows on arrival at the Parish Centre. Tom Howling very generously continued 
his fête bar into the evening for us. In hindsight we could have arranged           
sponsorship for him, as he seemed to manage almost 24 hours non-stop pulling 
pints!  

 

We were delighted to raise £473.90 at this event, which is £331.73 for Music in 
Hospitals and Care https://mihc.org.uk/ and £142.17 for our Church. Thank you to 
all of you who supported this event so wholeheartedly. 

Everybody agreed that this should become a regular event. We loved it so much 
that we might even do another one before British Summer Time comes around 
again. Please like and follow our Facebook page to find out about our future 
events: https://facebook.com/mellorrosequeen 
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I Remember when……Tom Oldham 1965 
How wonderful is one’s memory;  isolated events of long ago often remain quite 
clear, while something that happened recently can be forgotten in a matter of 
weeks.  

 

The First World War commenced on 4th August 1914.  This was my father’s 41st 
birthday and we were out in the garden of our cottage above Newhouse in Mellor 
when the evening paper, our source of news before broadcasting, announced the 
outbreak of was.  Of course,    I was too young, at 4 years old, to understand the 
enormous significance of this news item, but I was aware that an event of great 
importance had occurred which had upset my parents.  I commenced as a pupil 
at Mellor School the following year when I was five, and I remember we were all 
allowed out in the playground on one occasion to see a flight of four aeroplanes 
pass over.  It was a great event, probably the first time planes had flown over 
Mellor, and certainly no one at the school that day had ever seen one before.  I 
also have a vague recollection that I once saw an airship pass over, a long grey 
cigar shaped object, but this possible sighting has got so misted over with the 
passage of about 80 years, that I can’t be sure whether this was reality or a 
dream.  

 

We had a number of Belgian refugees in Mellor, and a boy named Emile Cloots 
was in my form.  This was the first time I had even encountered someone from a 
foreign country.  About that time a boy name Cecil Nurse, who started at the 
school the same day that I did, died through eating a poison fungus which he  
mistook for a mushroom.  This was my first experience of a death of someone I 
had close contact with.  Other sad events were the deaths of young local soldiers 
who never returned from the battlefields, and our neighbours, the Marsland   
family, lost both their sons.  Their names are commemorated by a plaque in   
Mellor Church.  

 

There would be food shortages during those years but I have no recollection of 
ever being hungry.  Mellor had not completely shed its rural economy.  Nearly 
every farm produced milk, eggs and some butter and some of them kept pigs and 
grew potatoes and turnips.  There were many allotments in Mellor and most 
houses had kitchen gardens at the back for fruit and vegetable growing and hens 
were often kept.  By 1918 I was old  enough to understand the battlefield plans 
which regularly appeared in newspapers showing the movements of armies in 
France, and by mid 1918 there was a strong German advance threatening  Paris.  

              Continued on page 30 
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 Established 1920                         Tel 427 2276                        

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 
M.N.A.F.D 

Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

Malcolm  Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years’ Anniversary” 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

G R Yeates Ltd 
Shell Petrol Station,  

54 Stockport Road, Marple, SK6 6AE 

MOT Testing 

Servicing and repairs—all makes 
and models 

Brakes, clutches, exhausts, welding 

0161 427 2348 
A family business 

  
 
 
 

‘All your fire needs’ 

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried 
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and    

briquettes 

Stove sales and installations  

NACS certified chimney sweeping 

Tel: 0161 327 1656 
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk 
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Edale 2021                                                                               Kate Scott 

Eighteen children aged between 8 and 15 were dropped off at Champion House 
on Friday 24th September. We all tucked into a ‘bring and share’ supper, before 
the children excitedly went to check out their dormitories and make up their 
beds. We held a welcome meeting and fire drill before stumbling through the 
dark woods with our torches to enjoy a sing-song by the campfire. 

 

On Saturday after breakfast (and a hotly anticipated half-hour reunion with their 
mobile phones), the children split into their environmentally themed groups:   
Solar, Wind, Wave and Hydro (led by Oscar, Emily, Hannah, and Maya). Younger 
brothers, sisters and cousins also joined us for the day. 

 

Ben from the Peak Centre ran a superb team-building session outside (which    
involved many of the children getting completely drenched during a leaky pipe 
exercise). After filling the drying room with wet boots, groups prepared          
homemade pizzas for lunch, created willow and paper lanterns based on their 
group themes, and made badges to wear.  
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Edale old-timer Matt couldn’t make it this year, but he made sure to brief the 
leaders on some of his legendary games before he disappeared off to university. 
‘Shark-Infested Custard’ after lunch was a highlight of the weekend. 

 

In the afternoon, the children conquered their fears on the two-storey indoor 
climbing wall, some scrambling all the way to the top while blindfolded.  

 

Oscar then organised the most complex and challenging “Nightline” exercise that 
has ever been attempted at Edale (including blindfolded tree climbing). The  
blindfolded children are clipped to and led along a rope through the woods by 
their team leader, having to overcome obstacles by relying on their senses of 
hearing and touch. It was hilarious. 

 

All that climbing and fresh air built up an appetite for the barbecue, which we 
were able to enjoy in the evening sunshine. DJs Nathan and Oscar held a brilliant 
disco after dinner. 

 

On Sunday, Clare joined us to hold a very moving Sunday service in “The 
Fold” (hut in the woods in which she created star gazing light effects with       
background soundtrack of whale song). Each group prepared a presentation on 
our weekend theme of sustainability using the thought-provoking reading        
materials Clare had brought with her. We collected all our ideas to send to the 
UN Climate Change Conference COP26 in Glasgow and agreed together to sign as 
a group “The Time is Now” declaration https://thetimeisnow.uk/about-the-
campaign. We were all filled with hope that we can make a difference. 

 

After preparing their picnic lunches and packing their bags, it was time for the 
group to take a walk in the beautiful sunny hills of Edale.  

 

We asked the children about their favourite parts of the weekend and for        
suggestions for the future. One of the suggestions was that the Edale weekend 
should take place twice a year rather than once. The leaders were delighted to 
receive this positive feedback, but all wearily agreed that we’ll stick to once a 
year! 

 

You can view some pictures of our weekend on the Worship from St. Thomas 
YouTube channel https://youtu.be/-zWmdHD9QNA. Please make a note in your 
diaries that next year’s weekend is booked for 23rd-25th September 2022. Watch 
out for booking details next summer. 
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This, to everyone's relief, was halted and reversed and by November it was all 
over. What a different way of life developed in the years that followed!  I can't 
remember the year I first saw a motorcar, but  it was a large open tourer travelling 
up Longhurst Lane with two women passengers on the back seat wearing         
enormous broad-brimmed hats tied down with scarves to prevent them being 
blown away.   Transport had scarcely emerged from the era of the horse and cart 
for goods and pony and trap for passengers but there were soon to be Model 'T' 
Fords on the road, and some other makes.  Better off people undulged in more 
expensive machines.   Horse drawn transport faded away gradually, and prosaic 
motor lorries took over coal deliveries from the three-horse teams that hauled the 
heavy loads up the steep hills of Longhurst Lane.  These were big shire horses   
harnessed in line, and it was a splendid sight to see them at work, directed by the 
shouting of the carters. 

  I remember very clearly the commencement of broadcasting in the very early 
years of the 1920's and the crystal sets  which were so simple and easy to make.  
Cinemas developed rapidly and people flocked to them in large number, as       
frequent bus services provided greater mobility.       

For me, this was a happy period of childhood, and we never realised that in about 
another 20 years a German bomb would fall on Moor End, flying bombs 
would ;pass over Mellor on two successive nights, and we would he the flames of 
burning Manchester flight in the sky.                              

Continued from page 25 

Taken from Janet Wilson’s children’s page  in Outlook  2015 
The Anglo-Saxons called November ‘wind monath’ because it was the time when 
winds began to blow and winter was to arrive very soon.  November is often a 
gloomy month, the clocks have been put back and the hours of daylight are     
growing fewer. 

There is a story of a wealthy nobleman who lived in a castle in Germany. As he  
became older he wondered what he could do so that people would remember him 
when he had died.  He decided to build a new church for the village, high on the 
hillside.  The stone walls were solid, there was beautiful stained glass, a fine pulpit 
and bells which could be clearly heard in the village below.  When it was finished 
his family came to admire and everyone said it was the most beautiful church they 
had ever seen, but as they looked, everyone realised there was something missing 
….light! Oh dear, every one said, it may be all right when the sun is shining but 
what will happen at night? “Don’t worry”, said the nobleman, “I planned it that 
way. Everyone who comes will bring their own light. The more people who come 
the brighter the building will become”. 

Over the doorway there was a message ”some corner of God’s house will be dark 
unless you come in.” 
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The Bishop’s Mistake 

 
The bishop glanced through his window pane 

On a world of sleet, and wind, and rain, 

When a dreary figure met his eyes 

That made the bishop soliloquize. 

 

And as the bishop gloomily thought 

He ordered pen and ink to be brought, 

Then ‘Providence Watches’ he plainly wrote 

And pinned the remark to a ten bob note. 

 

Seizing his hat from his lordly rack 

And wrapping his cloak around his back, 

Across the road the bishop ran 

And gave the note to the shabby man. 

 

That afternoon was the bishop’s ‘at home’ 

When everyone gathered beneath his dome, 

Curate and canon from far and near 

Came to partake of the bishop’s cheer. 

 

There in the good old bishop’s hall 

Stood a stranger lean and tall, 

‘Your winnings, my lord’ he cried. ‘Well done – 

“Providence Watches”, at ten to one’. 

 

It is to be noted on Sunday next 

The bishop skilfully chose his text, 

And from the pulpit earnestly told 

Of the fertile seed that returned tenfold. 

 

                                            Author Unknown 
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                                    From the Registers 

                                                                      

                           Baptisms 

       We welcomed into God’s family 

Eva Pearl Docherty       on 19th September 

Milo Ronnie Jackman  on 3rd October 

Violet Eve Ormrod       on 10th October 

                                             Funerals 
             We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy 

                                  Hilda Hughes on 17th September  

Alternative advent 2021                                               Lynda Gwyther 
As a result of Covid, it is a couple of years since we did this successful collection 
for the disadvantaged people of Stockport and Manchester. 

The idea is that each Sunday of advent, gifts are brought to church with the       
appropriate gifts of the week as detailed. These will be then be taken to the 
Woodstreet Mission or Wellspring 

Sunday    28th November       chocolates and sweets 

Sunday     5th December         toiletries but not razor blades 

Sunday  12th  December         hats and scarves 

Sunday  19th  December         socks and gloves 

 

Each week there will be a box waiting for your gifts. 

Thank you so much for your support. It is much appreciated, and means so 
much to the recipients who are all facing a bleak future, with price rises, food, 
job losses and cuts to income. 

Stockport Food Bank                                                       Helen Kennedy 
We plan to resume collecting donations for the food bank, where the need is 
greater than ever. Please bring any of the following to the Parish Centre- a     
hamper for them is just inside the door. 

Long life or powdered milk. Long life fruit juice. Soup. Pasta and pasta sauces. 
Tinned tomatoes and other vegetables. Instant mashed potato. Tinned fish. 
Tinned fruit. Tinned sponge puddings and rice puddings. Tea bags. Instant coffee. 
Jam. Biscuits. Snack bars. Thank you. 
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OUTLOOK ONLINE 
The editors of Outlook hope you have enjoyed this online edition of the 

magazine.   Many readers prefer a printed copy delivered to their door to be 

enjoyed at their leisure and to keep.  The subscription for the printed copy is 

just £5/year – this covers the cost of printing and distribution.    

 

If you would like to subscribe and receive your monthly printed copy  simply 

email  davidjell@sky.com  with your name and address and – bingo!- it will 

arrive at your door.  The person delivering will collect your annual subscrip-

tion of £5 each year or if you live at a distance it will be posted to you and 

you can pay the subscription plus P&P by contacting the Parish Centre office 

(0161 484 5079 or emailing office@mellorchurch.org ) 



35 

 

                                        Church Rotas 

                                        Stewards Rota 

For 8.30 am please arrange your own substitute. If you cannot steward at 10am, please 

arrange your own replacement.  If this is not possible email Rachel – redwards@nhs.net 

                                       Flower Rota 

7th  Nov  Remembrance Sunday                    5th Dec— Advent no flowers 
Jenny Johnson                                                  12th Dec—  Advent no flowers 
14th Nov  Emma Houghton                           19th Dec—  Christmas flowers 
21st  Nov  Margaret Lowe                              26th Dec—  Christmas flowers 
28th Nov  Advent—no flowers 

If you wish to change a date, need a key or have any query, please contact Jill Baker 
(07881 902533 or jillbaker427@hotmail.com). The church key is also available from the    
Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings only. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

7th Nov S McAllister & M Williams Nov S Norbury & H Carlsson 

14th Nov A Mason & C Starling   

21st Nov J Burrows & E Wilson  Please arrange your own            
substitute.   

If necessary contact Anthea Mason 
on 449 9815 if there are any      
problems . 

28th Nov J Cooper & A Muller  

5th Dec L & J Futcher  

   

Date                        8.30                                   10am                               

7th Nov                    P Cooke                            P Forbes & L Forbes 

14th Nov                  A Mason                           D Jelleyman 

21st Nov                  P Cunningham                 S McAllister & M Lowe 

28th Nov                  A Mason                           R Elliott & J Elliott 

5th Dec                     P Cooke                            A Allcard & H Ruffell 
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 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 W al l ing  
 Blockpav ing  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fenc ing  

 

 
 

 
Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday and 
Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 
Ann Preston 01663 762210 

 

Peak Paving 
 

Bu i l d i n g  an d  l an ds c ap i ng  s e r v i c es  
Al l  a r eas  o f  bu i l d i ng  w or k  und er t ak en  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

     PIANO LESSONS in Mellor or online 

                    Ruth Holt BA, ALCM PGCE 
                       Beginners – Grade 8, tinies to oldies. 

                   Enquires to ruthholt.mellor@gmail.com 

                                           Or 07532 122982 
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting   

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911/07855 785 450    Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


