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Church Services for September 2021 
Sunday services are now back in church:   

8.30am Holy Communion; 10.00 sung Eucharist.    

Wednesday morning 10.00am  Said Holy Communion in the Parish Centre. 

The church is open for private prayer and reflection every day during daylight 
hours. Maybe light a candle in prayer… or just sit and listen to the music. Prayer 
resources are also available in church for you to use at home.  

Our online presence continues:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday each 
week:  10.00am Morning Prayer and 7pm Compline/Night Prayer. 

These can be found on our YouTube Channel:    

Worship from St Thomas (https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq) 

Notice of forthcoming weddings 
Saturday 11th September at 1pm – Adam Round and Helen Branthwaite  

Mellor Church has always had brilliant choirs and choirmasters and we are so lucky 
to always find excellent people for the job.  We now have the redoubtable,           
impressive and hardworking Tom Howling who manages to be a GP in his spare 
time.  The pride this choir brings to Mellor with its amazing standard and the     
pleasure the members, particularly the children, take in being part of it is palpable.  
To all those Outlook readers who live in this lovely part of the world and know of 
Mellor Church on the Hill but not much about it - except at Christmas time when 
you can’t get a seat for love nor money - take it from me, you should be so glad it’s 
there and that it has this choir. They well deserved this letter on the facing page. 

Choir edition of Outlook—they deserve it 
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Dear Tom, 

Many thanks to you and all your team for coming to sing the services here in    
recent days: we were delighted by the very high standard of music that the choir 
of St Thomas’s Church offered in worship. I know well from my own  experience of 
choir tours just how much careful thought and planning is required in advance of 
such a trip, not to mention the stamina needed to keep going during the tour, and 
we do not take that hard work for granted: your contribution to our worship was 
greatly valued. 

I was deeply impressed by the quality of your choir’s psalm singing, especially as 
there are so few choirs that are still able to achieve such accuracy and lightness of 
touch: the psalms are the heart of the daily office, and your choir brought them to 
life. After the services several members of the congregation remarked favourably 
on the well-balanced ensemble sound, the lively word-painting, and the dynamic 
range and control of your singers. So many choirs (especially the larger ones) miss 
the possibilities of singing pianissimo in our peerless acoustic, but not your choir: 
they showed to great effect the whole  dynamic range from pianissimo to         
fortissimo, which drew out beautifully the drama of the music. One member of the 
congregation used the word ‘alive’ to describe their singing; another used the 
word ‘sensitive’; and other comments focussed with approval on the fact that so 
many young Christians in Mellor have the increasingly rare opportunity to          
experience the Anglican choral repertoire through their participation in your 
church choir: this tradition is a truly precious spiritual (as well as musical) resource 
to celebrate and to secure for the benefit of future generations of worshippers. 

I also want to complement Matthew on his conducting and your organists, Ben 
and John, on their intelligent and well-considered accompaniments of the choir, 
and their skilful management of the Willis, especially as they had to manage  
without the swell division, which is currently under repair. Their playing  provided 
just the right amount of support for the singers, and their voluntaries were espe-
cially welcome. 

Please pass on my thanks to all your musicians and to everyone who supported 
the tour: the Chapter is grateful for the concentrated effort that you all put into 
the preparation and delivery of the services, and we hope that everyone  enjoyed 
their time with us in Hereford. The Chancellor joins me in expressing the hope that 
your choir will come and sing here again in the future, whenever you feel inclined 
to tour the Marches. 

Yours sincerely, Andrew 

 

P.S. We’ve encouraged Nathan to check out the gap-year organ scholarship that 
we offer here: he has a very bright future as an organist! 

The Reverend Canon Andrew Piper, Precentor & Acting Dean, Hereford Cathedral. 
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Editorial Meanderings 
Good morning, Gentle Readers.  Mr and Mrs Editor made a trip to Hereford      
Cathedral last week to listen, with great joy and pride I might add, to our excellent 
church choir and they did not let Mellor down (as they never do). They gave one 
of their traditionally sublime performances and made us feel proud to live in    
Mellor. Thank you, Tom and choir and all involved. 

We stayed for three nights in Hereford and because we are just (hopefully) 
emerging from the annoying Covid situation, booking somewhere to stay proved 
slightly problematic.  The first night we stayed outside Hereford in a splendid 
country house, a moderate financial deal having been made because of the       
current disruptive situation.  We were told the house was built in 1853 by the 
Duke of Norfolk for one of his mistresses (though I don't think for one minute he        
personally donned a cloth cap, overall and wellies and operated the cement     
mixer).  It was, needless to say, a very attractive house in conducive surroundings 
and was the first (and probably only) time Mr. and Mrs. Editor have slept in a      
four-poster bed.  I would reassure you, however, that no mistress of  the current 
Duke of Norfolk was sleeping in it at the same time.  

Now a subject closer to home, Gentle Readers. I would like to thank our          
neighbour, Lynda Gwyther, for her excellent community hospitality on three           
separate occasions.  First was the Mellor Open Gardens event when Lynda's     
restored, renovated and highly desirable Townscliffe residence was thrown open 
to the hopefully deserving public for refreshment needs and for various ticket 
sales and information purposes. The second occasion was when Lynda hosted the 
Women’s Fellowship Fête Shower and the third occasion was inviting Mellor 
Church Choir to relax with refreshments after a delightful Choral Evensong.                                      
Mrs. Editor and I have had the pleasure of watching this property emerge from 
the attractive but modest chrysalis it was when Lynda bought it, into the           
imposing building it now is.      

However, Lynda is very courteous to we lesser residential mortals and treat us as 
equals. She once sent your esteemed editor down to her cellar to see if there was 
any drink  which might be of interest to him.  Said residential mortal came upon a 
bottle of Bell's whisky which has now become his own personal tipple when    
granted an audience with Lynda. 

It was our opinion that now Lynda has moved into the higher echelons of the  
posh Townscliffe property set, the house needs a suitable name.  I first thought of 
Chateau Lynda but somebody said that as Lynda’s French is a bit ‘iffy’, she might 
get caught out.  Another two whiskies and I came up with Gwythering Heights, but 
somebody said they had heard that one before and it sounds a bit Harry Potter.      
I feel therefore that right at this moment Gwyther Manor is in with a shout.  I'm 
afraid, however, that I shall have to consult my bottle of Bell's whisky at Lynda's to 
come up with anything more constructive or appropriate.  
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Mellor Birds                                                                   Maggie Williams 
Walking around Mellor in August is usually very quiet, bird wise, but our local 
High Peak RSPB chairman Richard Stephenson put on the Facebook page          
recently, (11th Aug )that he had been heading up Coombes Edge from the 
Charlesworth end when he saw a bird of prey being mobbed by five jackdaws. He 
presumed it would be a buzzard but when he got his binoculars out he saw the 
bird had a white rump and so he realised it was a female hen harrier.  Just shows 
one never knows what will turn up. 

While Mellor was quiet, I went to Hereford Cathedral to hear the Church choir 
singing for a week, which was truly glorious. The choir sang several psalms 
(12,27,37,72,90,91) after which the Hereford Precentor and acting Dean said  he 
was deeply impressed by the quality of the psalm singing… 

Psalm 91 includes the comforting words:-  

‘God. .shall defend thee under his wings  and thou shall be safe under his       
feathers.”’.  

On the Tuesday the choir sang Evensong at Tewkesbury Abbey.  I found a couple 
of birds carved on a misericord there. Anyone got an idea what they are? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our spare time, having looked at Ian D’s England’s 1000 Best churches by Si-
mon Jenkins, we went around tiny churches usually approached by roads with 
grass growing down the middle . 

My sister tells me St Thomas Mellor is on the Country File’s list of best churches 
to visit. Here is the link. (It says we are in Lancashire?) 

https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/days-out/britains-most-beautiful-
churches/ 

Back in Mellor I have heard the occasional tic tic which is usually the alarm call of 
a robin or wren; the machine gun call of the wren;the odd churring of a blue tit 
and the three caw caw caws of a crow and that’s about it. 
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ROB PRESTON 
P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC  

TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

10 Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

• TV 
• HI.FI 
• DVD 
• WASHERS/DRYERS 
• ELECTRIC 
COOKERS/OVENS 

• DISHWASHERS 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 
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Opticians and contact lens practitioners 
Come and visit our new practice at 20 Stockport Road, Marple.  

We now stock Oakley, Rayban, Porsche Design, Vogue, Armani and others. 
Credited to test young children and diabetics. 

Telephone:  0161 427 4945                                          www.ridingopticians.co.uk 

 

 

• Stone Slating 

• Slating 

• Tiling 

• General Repairs 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Flat Roofs 

• Velux Windows 

• Guttering 

 

                                   Advertising in Outlook  
The feedback from our advertisers suggests that they find Outlook to be a 
good source of business at a reasonable price. We do have more space 
available so if you know of someone who might be interested please  
mention this to them. Details about space and price are available from                                                       
jackiekshah@gmail.com  
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UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone    

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive     

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill.  

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK call 

centre in London: consistently best customer-rated combined utilities       

service in Which? magazine  

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation 
including Accident Claims, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney and Court of 

Protection Proceedings.  
 
 
Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson 

for any information you require.  
We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 



. . Biscotti                                                             Jill Baker 
A confession , I had never made these biscuits until recently. I 
remember my Mum telling me about them when they had a 
holiday in Italy and you dipped them in Vin Santo so we were 
treated to them in Yorkshire but they were bought. Recently 
my grandson has been making them so I thought I should try 
and keep up with the younger generation. They are very easy 
and lovely with coffee as well as Vin Santo or limoncello.     

Apricot and Nut Biscotti 

250g/8oz pl flour 

250g/8oz caster sugar 

1 ½ tsp baking powder 

3 medium eggs lightly beaten 

100g /3 ½ oz medjool dates chopped  

100g 3 1/2oz dried apricots chopped 

175 g/7 oz whole nuts ( these can be a mixture of almonds, hazelnuts and          
pistachios or all the same type) 

Zest of 1 lemon (optional) 

 

Pre-heat the oven to 180C , GM 4. Line a tray with baking parchment. 

Mix the flour, sugar and baking powder together, add half the beaten egg then 
mix in half of what is left, finally add the last quarter slowly until the dough takes 
shape but is not too wet . You may not need all the egg. Now add the fruit, nuts 
and zest if using. 

Divide the dough into six pieces and roll each one into sausage shapes about 3 
cm / 1 ¼ inches  and slightly flatten (wet hands help). Place  a few  inches apart on 
tray . Bake 20 to 30 mins until golden brown. 

Remove from the oven and cool for 10 minutes . Then taking a serrated knife   
divide into slices 3mm thick cutting at a slant. You should get five per sausage. Lay 
the slices on baking trays and cook for 8 minutes then turn over and cook for a 
further 10-15 minutes until pale golden. 

Cool and store in an airtight container. 
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Marple Bridge street names (4)                                        Peter Forbes 

Laurence Stephen Lowry ( 1887-1976) was born in Stretford, an only 
son. His mother was disappointed at his birth because she wanted a girl. He lived 
variously in Victoria Park, Salford and Pendlebury. In 1948 he moved to Mottram in 
Longendale where he remained until his death. He took art classes at the Salford 
School of Art and the Municipal College of Art. For most of his life he worked as a 
rent collector for a property company. He was capable of producing lifelike        
portraits, like the ones of Ann but gradually evolved his own style of sticklike     
figures who cast no shadows and who move on a pale ground. In 1932 he           
displayed at the Royal Academy. The Lowry gallery at Salford Quays displays a wide 
selection of his work. He never married and died in the Wood Hospital, Glossop. 

 

Thomas Gainsborough (1727-1788) was born in Sudbury, Suffolk, the 
youngest son of a weaver and woollen goods maker. He copied Dutch landscapes 
from an early age and was sent to London and studied at the academy founded by 
William Hogarth. He married in 1746 and he and his wife had two daughters.      
Between 1759 and 1774 he worked in Bath building up his clientele amongst      
fashionable visitors. He was a foundation member of the Royal Academy in 1768. 
In 1774 he moved to London living in Pall Mall. His portraits are amongst the finest 
of their type, but he apparently more enjoyed painting landscapes. His portrait of 
Mr and Mrs Andrews which is set in the country is an example of his abilities in 
both genres. Famous portraits include Sarah Siddons the great actress, James 
Christie the founder of the famous auction house and The Blue Boy. Amongst the 
pallbearers at his funeral were Joshua Reynolds and Paul Sandby. He is buried at  
St Anne’s church, Kew. 

 

Cottam Crescent is not named after any notable artist though it may be after 
Haydn Cottam who was born in 1959, is a figurative and landscape artist and is a 
senior lecturer in illustration at the Westminster School of Media and                
Communication in London. His work is displayed at the Catto Gallery in            
Hampstead. I have been told by a lady who has lived in the Crescent from the     
beginning that the name is a mistake which has never been corrected.  

Volunteer stewards needed 
Due to stewards retiring or moving from the area over the last two years, I am now 
looking for more volunteer stewards to be on a rota to attend funerals and/or bap-
tisms. 
If you would like to offer your services please contact me Gwenn Perks 
01614271712  or  Val Wallace at the parish office   01614845079 .  Thank you! 
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding 
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaranteed  

Free  W r i t t en Quotat ions ,  wi thou t  ob l igat ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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 Jaunts with Judy   Easy Walk No 12                                Judy Cooper 

 A circular Walk around Bakewell  4 miles    2 hours 

 I am hoping by the time this walk is printed we will all be feeling confident 
enough to venture a little further and have a day out. The walk was decided on 
when I needed to exchange a Christmas present at a well-known store.  On 12th 
April  it was a choice between a trip to Manchester or have a day out in Bakewell 
where they have a shop -there was no choice!  It is just 45 minutes to drive over 
to Bakewell. Parking is a little expensive £4.50 for 4 hours or £5.50 for all day.  
Toilets require a 20 pence coin.  Also best to avoid weekends and market day on 
Mondays! But other than that it is a grand day out!  

 

This walk is easy enough for all the family and takes you along quieter routes. We 
particularly enjoyed the views of Bakewell that you don’t get when you only visit 
the town to buy its puddings.  

 

 Parking   

 Park in any of the main car parks.   

 

 1.    From your chosen car park make your way towards the roundabout in the 
centre of the town. The walk starts on the A6 that goes towards Buxton.  Take 
care crossing the road.  You will need to be on the pavement at the right-hand 
side of the A6 ( it’s only a short distance along the road) 

2.      Continue on the A6 road. Pass the fire station and a 40 road sign. Look 
ahead to another 40 road sign and a glimpse of an old bridge. At the road sign 
turn right.  There is an interesting information board on the left which gives     de-
tails of the mill and house that Richard Arkwright built next to the River Wye.  

3.      Cross the packhorse bridge ( built 1664). Richard Arkwright’s house is on the 
left; there is a blue plaque to read.   Continue past the house and head up a rough 
track that passes close to Holme Hall  a Tudor Hall built in 1626. 

4.    The track goes to the left and then ascends steeply to a gate with a stile on 
the right. 

5.     Go through the stile and continue climbing up a grass field along the line of a 
track to the next field.   There is a gate and a stile on the right. 

6.     Go over the stile and for the next ¾ mile you walk along a gated and walled 
lane. In the central section there is no wall on your left. 

7.      After ¾ mile  you reach the Monsal   Trail. Turn right and follow the trail 
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back to Bakewell Station  which is a little over a mile away. You will find a          
refreshment stop at the Hassop Station cafe.  

8.  At Bakewell Station proceed right to find the front of this attractive former  
station.  

9. Leave the station car park and turn left to join Station Road. Go right and down 
the hill.  There is a good view of the town as you descend. At the bottom turn left 
to go over the 13th  century five arched bridge and you are back in the centre of 
Bakewell. 

 

Mellor Well Dressing 2021 
This year Mellor well dressers decided on the theme of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix 
Potter – a popular story for all ages. It was originally chosen last year to coincide 
with the 125th anniversary of the National Trust with which Beatrix Potter had 
strong links but due to Covid the project was postponed. On her death in 1943 
Beatrix left over 4,000 acres of land in Cumbria to the Trust including 15 farms, 
ensuring the survival of the Lakeland landscape. 

As well as being a famous children’s writer and talented artist of animal sketches, 
Beatrix was also a passionate farmer and conservationist. She was keen on  
breeding the traditional Herdwick sheep – some of which can be seen in fields 
around Mellor. 

The subject of Peter Rabbit is of topical interest with the film Peter Rabbit II being 
on general release. It was one of the first films to be shown at the Regent Cinema 
in Marple after it re-opened following the easing of lockdown restrictions. 

The Mellor well is situated in the copse of trees near to the reconstructed Iron 
Age round house. The well dressing itself was positioned by the archaeological 
remains of the Iron Age settlement. This area has seen continuous occupation for 
10,000 years. 

The Mellor Well Dressing was blessed on Saturday, 17th July at 2.30pm by Revd 
Tracy Ward of Mellor Church. 

The well dressers thank the Friends of the Parish Centre for the use of the        
Centre’s facilities. 

 

Sets of postcards of the Mellor Well dressings  2012 – 2021  are available at   £5 

from the Parish Centre or contact lowe_tim@sky.com 
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Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
If you are interested in cost-effective advertising in Outlook,  
contact jackiekshah@gmail.com for details about available 

space and price 

Martin Quinn 
(Est.1983) 

Plumbing 

 
PLUMBING REPAIRS 

ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport,   
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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                                   PRAYER FOR THE MONTH 

Grant, Lord, to all who study and those who teach them, 

the grace to love that which is worth loving, 

to know that which it is worth knowing, 

to value what is most precious to you, 

and to reject what is evil in your eyes. 

Give them a true sense of judgement, 

and the wisdom 

to see beneath the surface of things. 

Above all, may they search out and do 

what is pleasing to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471) 

 

There is a Superdrug  at 4/6 Mersey 

Square, Stockport . next to the card    

factory at entrance to Mersey Way        

shopping    centre or any Superdrug                     

with a pharmacy 

                                         Ann Preston 
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Captain Ken                              Ken Owen  

The disappointing news that Liverpool had lost its UNESCO World heritage status, 
due mainly to spoiling the Mersey skyline with new building, brought back a very 
particular memory to me.  

 

When World War Two broke out, my family were on holiday in Switzerland.  My 
father was a very keen supporter of the League of Nations which was holding a 
special exhibition in Geneva.  Due to this unfortunate situation it looked as if the 
family would  have to remain in Switzerland for the duration of the war.             
Fortunately our government arranged a special train via Paris to bring the last 
British citizens back to the Channel coast and we were lucky to return to England 
on the last ferry. Although I was only five years old, I vividly remember that crucial 
voyage and the relief of seeing the white cliffs of Dover.  

 

Although my parents must have been worried to death at this parlous situation, I 
recollect lying adjacent to a lifeboat and looking up at the stars on a completely 
blacked out ship, and thinking ‘This is the life for me.’  

 

Throughout my school life I was completely obsessed with my ambition to go to 
sea and was  constantly urging my father to take me to Liverpool which was the 
only place I knew where I could take a Board of Trade maritime eye test             
certificate.  

 

In those days this was absolutely essential for officers, apprentices or crew     
members serving at sea in the deck department.  The finest treat for me was a trip 
to Liverpool and a ride on the waterfront Overhead Railway or Dockers’ Umbrella 
as it was affectionately known. From a high-up position you rode for some         
thirteen miles, viewing ships from all over the world and to me it was just magic.  

 

Eventually, having reached the advanced age of 13, my father arranged to take 
me for this so crucial certificate.  I already knew the exact address where this eye 
test took place as it had always been at the famous Liverpool Custom House.  

It is hard to describe the excitement I felt at that age as we made our way to this 
grand Victorian building and climbed the wide steps up to the impressive           
colonnade at the front. Suddenly, as we reached the top step, I looked between 
the huge stone pillars and to my horror there was no building at all, just an empty 
space.  
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Film on the Hill presents Unknown to us the Custom House had been a victim of the terrible Liverpool      
air-raids in which a great deal of the city had been destroyed.  

We were, however, relieved to discover that the Three Graces, the magnificent 
buildings on the Pier Head waterfront, had survived the bombing raids, and the all 
important eye test had been transferred to a top floor of the Royal Liver Building  

 

The testing room was in complete darkness and to pass the test you simply had to 
show you could see the separate pin-point oil lanterns showing red, green and 
white at a certain distance.  

I passed the eye test and an ancient sailing ship captain in uniform shook my hand 
and wished me luck.  It seems to have worked.  

 

Laughs with Lynda 
  Sign at a music shop: ‘Gone Chopin.  Bach in a minuet.’ 

 

  Did you hear about the mathematician who is  

  afraid of negative numbers? 

  He will stop at nothing to avoid them. 

 

  My granddad had a tattoo of the map of Britain all over his body. 

  At least you knew where you were with him.   

Mellor Parish Centre—Back in Business                        Mike Barley     
Our Centre has had a dearth of activity throughout lockdown, but we are happy to 
say that things are starting to return to normal, or so we continue to hope. The 
groups who use the Centre are starting to return, or have plans to start again in 
September, and the Friends are planning a series of fundraising events through 
autumn and into the New Year. 

To get the ball rolling, there were two talks in August, and we have two more    
arranged, so put the dates in your diary: 

Monday 18th October – Strines Station and the Railway Children, by Craig Wright, 
about Edith Nesbit’s connection with our local area. 

November— date to be confirmed later – L.S. Lowry, Part Two, a second visit by 
Lowry  expert Michael Howard to talk about the artist’s life and work. 

Please watch out for more information about these and other forthcoming events, 
which will bring in much-needed funds to help our Centre thrive again. 
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I Remember When revisited.....  1995                             Chris Lowe                                                     

As time draws near for Robin  to leave  Mellor Church, I have been thinking of all 
the changes there have been since his arrival.  Four different Choir Masters for a 
start and each of our four children sang with one or other of them.  Roy Taylor first, 
then Sue Bailey, Duncan Eyre and then Peter Harle. I remember one birthday party, 
which was a football party, which involved about seven choristers.  The invitation 
had a scribbled addendum “Please bring your cassocks and surplices”.  As 6 p.m. 
drew near there would be a frantic conveyor belt of scruffy little footballers who 
ended up, via a face cloth and a comb, as angelic looking choirboys processing 
down the aisle.  

In the mid-seventies it used to be a mad dash to be out of the 9.30 a.m. service in 
time to get the children to Sunday School at St Sebastians’s for an 11 a.m. start.  
The School was run by Joan and Albert Paynter who did a wonderful job for years 
providing for the children.  But there was no provision for children attending 
church services with their parents. Before the organ was installed, the Lady Chapel 
provided a wonderful play area for board toddlers and I always sat at the back of 
the church in order to make an escape through the little wrought iron gates and 
into the carpeted area.  There the children played with paper and crayons, read 
stories or zoomed Dinky cars up and down.  Anything really as long as they did it 
quietly!  However, all that came to an end in 1977 when the new organ was        
installed and the choristers blocked the escape route.  It was at this point that I 
transferred allegiance from the back pew to the front in order to have a pew with a 
door which shut.  The children then discovered the delights of stamping solid little 
feet onto bare floors boards.  Good old Gran donated an unwanted piece of stair 
carpet which was duly laid and that was another problem solved.  

I remember one Sea Sunday when I seemed to have been constantly trying to 
maintain a benign smile whilst hissing at the children through gritted teeth.  It had 
not escaped Robin’s notice that things had been rather fraught and after the       
service and the strains of ‘Eternal Father strong to save’ had subsided, he observed 
with a twinkle in this eye, that there had been more peril in the front pew than 
their father had been experiencing on the bridge of his ship! 

The realisation dawned though that we must do something more constructive with 
the children in church.  After a brief meeting, we decided that the perfect time and 
place would never materialise and that the time was now.  We moved into the   
Vestry.  At that time the Vestry was a cloak-room with cassocks and coats hanging 
in a space approximately ten feet by five feet - in fact a glorified corridor.           
Eventually there were three sets of Mums.  Jean Purdy and Di Little, Margaret Hope 
and Pat Linnell, Lynda Gwyther and me.  We had a rota and did one Sunday in 
three.  The real turning point came though when the men of the choir volunteered 
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their services and did a superb job removing the dividing wall between the       
cloak-room and the Vicar’s Vestry.  This provided and amazing amount of extra 
space which was absolute luxury and enabled us to work properly with the        
children.  In the mid-eighties the Vestry Committee was formed and we looked 
into the possibility of building a new Vestry extension.  the rest is history.  

Euros 2020                                                                          Kareen Dayes 

 I’ve been watching the footie again. Gosh, hasn’t it been exciting! Gareth 
Southgate and his team of young heroes gave us all something to cheer about, 
plus the pride to display St George’s flags in our homes and on our motor          
vehicles. 

 

They may not have won the final, and come away with the trophy in the end, but 
they did win the hearts and respect of the nation. This not only in their              
performances on the pitch where they gave their all but also in their conduct   
otherwise. They showed delight in each other’s triumphs of good play and        
support in their lesser moments. In footballing analogy, each and every one of 
them was worthy of wearing the Three Lions shirt.  

 

Apart from my joy in watching the games, there is another abiding memory I take 
away from this tournament. That came in the first week. In the Denmark/Finland 
match, one of Denmark’s most talented players collapsed shortly before half-time 
with a cardiac arrest. He was immediately attended to by the medical staff who 
administered CPR and brought him round. Whilst this was taking place his      
teammates formed a protective circle around him. Soon the crowd, realising the       
situation, began to chant his name. The ground rang out with the Finnish fans at 
one end of the stadium chanting his Christian name then the Danish fans           
responding with his surname at the other. This was the football fraternity      
showing its feelings of brotherhood to each other, and if ever there was an      
incentive for a man to pull through, this was it. Christian Eriksen has now made a 
good recovery thanks very much to the speedy actions of those present.  

 

Long may ‘the beautiful game’ continue to inspire and entertain us. 
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As seen from Cow Corner                    Silly Point 
The Olympic Games have once again been concluded. 

Our competitors have returned home and in the words of Brucie 
‘Didn’t they do well?’ 

There is now no more coverage on the television, but we can be left to ponder 
whether the game of cricket might be included as an event in the future. It’s not 
beyond the realms of possibility as we have had another format of the game         
introduced this year, the one hundred ball game; and in fact the game was      
included in the Paris games over a hundred years ago, when the team              
representing Great Britain won. 

However there are the local cricket teams to watch and support, but, as usual, 
there is the problem of a lack of senior players, and as a consequence, a few of 
the older juniors have been drafted in. 

Needless to say they have acquitted themselves admirably, particularly in the 
field, when they put the less mobile seniors to shame. 

An added bonus to the inclusion of the juniors is an increase in spectators, as 
games attract other members of families. In fact, given a fine day, some families 
make a day of it and pitch camp, quite literally, usually on the deep mid-wicket 
boundary. Also in tow are a set of grandparents and the household pet. 

At present there are no catering facilities at grounds, so the long-forgotten      
primus stove is pressed into service to, hopefully, provide something to brew a 
cup of tea. 

Regrettably this enthusiasm has not been transferred to the field of play, as the 
senior team cannot score more than a hundred runs in an innings, which the   
opposition side has no difficulty in surpassing. 

The junior teams, on the other hand, continue valiantly and apart from an      
unsavoury match, when the umpires were put under considerable pressure,  
resulting in a loss for Mellor, have performed successfully. 

Mellor Belfry Lucky horseshoes 

Horseshoes are often seen hanging over the entrance 
of the new home of a newlywed couple, or copied and 
worn as jewellery items to bring good luck and           
protection to the wearer. We have some of these 
sought-after items for sale. You can grace your door 
with a genuine item (having been worn by a genuine 
horse). 

£5 each.  Sold in in aid of Bellringers’ good causes 
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Mellor Church Autumn fête and Dog Show plus Fancy Dress and            
Art Competition  

                                   Saturday  2nd October  
 

At last! A fun and fundraising event for all the family. 

Rose Queen Hannah will be crowned in church at 1.30pm then head down to the 
Parish Centre to open the afternoon’s events. 

At 2.30 the Dog Show will take place hopefully on the field. 

At 3.30 there will be children’s races on the field -hopefully - followed by the     
annual highly competitive tug-of war! 

Meanwhile various stalls and activities will be inside  and around the Parish       
Centre, including  cakes, jams etc books, bric-a-brac, plants, raffle,  Lynda’s       
tombola, teddy and toy tombolas, Human Fruit Machine and other side shows,  

Punch and Judy. 

Pop-up Bar! Tea and cakes! 

ART COMPETITION Details below 

FANCY DRESS: Any age, one class, judging after the crowning. 

Come along, have fun and support this fundraiser! 

Art Competition 
Entries are invited to be judged at the church Autumn Fête on  

Saturday 2nd October   

The theme is  HARVEST. Any medium may be used. 

There will be 4 categories: Pre-School;  5-7years;  8-10 years;11 and over. 

Entries to be submitted on A4 paper with name, age and contact number on the 
back. 

A box for entries will be available outside the Parish Office, or they can be posted 
in the parish centre letter box. 
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 Established 1920                         Tel 427 2276                        

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 
M.N.A.F.D 

Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

Malcolm  Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years’ Anniversary” 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

G R Yeates Ltd 
Shell Petrol Station,  

54 Stockport Road, Marple, SK6 6AE 

MOT Testing 

Servicing and repairs—all makes 
and models 

Brakes, clutches, exhausts, welding 

0161 427 2348 
A family business 

  
 
 
 

‘All your fire needs’ 

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried 
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and    

briquettes 

Stove sales and installations  

NACS certified chimney sweeping 

Tel: 0161 327 1656 
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk 
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Mellor Church Women’s Evening Fellowship                Meg Barley 

It was lovely to see so many people at the Women’s Evening Fellowship Fête 
Shower on 21st July.  Many thanks to Lynda Gwyther for allowing us to use her 
beautiful garden, and it was also wonderful that she was able to take part in the 
proceedings.  We raised the amazing sum of £630.30 during the evening, and, as 
usual, this will be donated to the church.   

We are really looking forward to our meeting on 8th September at 8pm, our first 
since February 2020.  Victor Crawford will be presenting a talk about  Cruising the 
Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals.  Everyone is welcome to come along.  £2.00 
for visitors.  We hope to see you! 

The Mellor March Sunday 26th September 2021 A walk for family 

and friends in support of cancer charities Cancer charities have suffered badly   
during the past year and a half so we hope to make the March this year a bumper 
event . Please spread the word 

Churches Together annual sponsored Wellspring Walk.  

                                Saturday 18th September  
This is normally held in January during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, but 
lockdown put paid to that this year. So it’s been decided that the walk will take 
place on 16th September. Hopefully the weather is more likely to be conducive to 
walking than it often is in January, so why not come along? Officially the walk 
takes us round all the churches in the Churches Together group, about 10 miles in 
all, but it’s possible to drop in and out as you will.  Tea and coffee will be available 
at the Parish Centre ( approximately half- way round ). Meet at the Holy Spirit 
church on Leigh Avenue in Marple at 10.am on 18th September to register. If 
you’re not planning to walk perhaps you would consider sponsoring me and any 
others from St. Thomas’ who might join me. Helen Kennedy 

Peter Cunningham Concerts                      Paddi Cunningham.  427 4088 

Now that Covid restrictions are being eased I am beginning to make                   
arrangements for a new series of concerts. I have booked the Parish Centre on 
the following dates: 4th October, 8th November and 13th December. Members 
of the Halle will be invited to   volunteer this week! I do hope that you’re ready to 
come and support the concerts. 
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      Well Dressing 2021 

       Working hard! 

                                         And here is the result! 
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                                        Church Rotas 

                                       Stewards Rota 

                                         Flower Rota 

If you wish to change a date, need a key or have any query, please contact Jill Baker 
(07881 902533 or jillbaker427@hotmail.com). The church key is also available from the    
Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings only. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

5th Sept M McAllister & M Williams Sept L Driver and M Heijbroek 

12th Sept A Muller & J Cooper   

19th Sept J Burrows & E Wilson  Please arrange your own            
substitute.   

If necessary contact Anthea Mason 
on 449 9815 if there are any      
problems . 

26th Sept A Mason & C Starling  

3rd Oct L & J Futcher  

   

For 8.30 am please arrange your own substitute. If you cannot steward at 10am, please 

arrange your own replacement.  If this is not possible email Rachel – redwards@nhs.net 

5th Sept         Janet Jones                                 3rd Oct      Harvest Flowers      
12th Sept       Wedding flowers                     10th Oct     Harvest Flowers        
19th Sept       Ann Preston                              17th Oct     Jill Baker 
26th Sept       Harriet Mitchell                        24th Oct     Jenny Butterworth  
                                                                             31st Oct     Joan Combey 

Date                 8.30am                           10am                                  Choral Evensong 

5th Sept           P Cooke                   S McAllister & M Lowe                         

12th Sept         A Mason                  D Jelleyman & A Nicholls                     

19th Sept         P Cunningham        A Allcard & H Ruffell                 A Shah        

26th Sept         A Mason                  P Forbes & L Forbes 

3rd   Oct           P Cooke                   R Elliott & J Elliott 
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                          Thought for the Month 

Listen to the Exhortation of the Dawn! 
Look to this day! 
For it is life, the very Life of Life. 
 
In its brief course 
lie all the verities and realities  
of your existence. 
 
The bliss of growth, 
the glory of action, 
the splendour of achievement, 
are but experiences of time.  
 
For yesterday is but a dream 
and tomorrow is only a vision. 
 
And today well-lived, makes 
yesterday a dream of happiness 
and every tomorrow a vision of hope. 
 
Look well therefore to this day. 
 
Such is the salutation of the dawn! 

The Salutation of the Dawn: Kalidasa (5th century Sanskrit poet) 

Recruits Required                                       Lesley Futcher   449 0977 

Intercessions don't just happen but are prepared week by week by a regular 
group of members of the congregation. This group is now somewhat smaller 
than it was and we need more people. 

Material and guidance are provided and the rota is negotiable - dates are sent 
out and then people sign up for one that is convenient, usually no more often 
than once every three months. 

If you think that you could be interested in contributing to services in this way 
please phone me for more details. I'll be waiting for your call! 
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                                    From the Registers 

                                                    Weddings 
               We offer our congratulations and best wishes to 

                          Marc Hall and Laura Matthews on 24th July 

                       Christopher Bailey and Sarah Quayle on 31st July                      

                      David Sidebottom & Sarah Morgan on 8th August 

                                   Funerals in Church 
          We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy 

                                   William Lang – Friday 6th August 

                                   Brenda Flint – Tuesday 10th August 

                                                                      

                                           Baptisms 
                                      We welcomed into God’s family 

            Gabrielle Margaret Giles on  11th July  

                            Charlotte Juliet Bass on 8th July 

             Archie James Whelan on 1st August  

A reader’s personal word of thanks               Christine Hamilton          
I would like to thank Tracy and everyone at Mellor for their cards, good wishes 
and telephone enquiries and above all for the prayers following my surgery a few 
months ago. I’m afraid I am still not out of the woods yet, even though I am    
feeling a lot better in myself and have managed to put on three pounds in 
weight.  I will probably, however, have to have further surgery.   Although we 
would, of course, very much like to be attending church services at Mellor we 
both feel it would not be wise for me to do so as my immune system is not fully 
functioning and if I were to pick anything up even two Covid jabs might not be 
able to cope. 

In view of this situation, it would not be wise for Ian to attend either as if he 
picked up some infection he would pass it on to me. 

We both miss seeing our friends at Mellor and being able to enjoy the services in 
church, but hopefully we will be able to come in the not too distant future. 
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OUTLOOK ONLINE 
The editors of Outlook hope you have enjoyed this online edition of the 

magazine.   Many readers prefer a printed copy delivered to their door to be 

enjoyed at their leisure and to keep.  The subscription for the printed copy is 

just £5/year – this covers the cost of printing and distribution.    

 

If you would like to subscribe and receive your monthly printed copy  simply 

email  davidjell@sky.com  with your name and address and – bingo!- it will 

arrive at your door.  The person delivering will collect your annual subscrip-

tion of £5 each year or if you live at a distance it will be posted to you and 

you can pay the subscription plus P&P by contacting the Parish Centre office 

(0161 484 5079 or emailing office@mellorchurch.org ) 
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Donations to Mellor Church  

Mellor Church depends on voluntary donations from members of the     
congregation, members of the local community, supporters and visitors. 
We are fortunate in that a significant number of people make regular       
donations by standing order from their bank but, to maintain our ability to      
support the local and wider community, we are also very grateful for        
one-off donations.  

To make a donation, you can  

1. Send a cheque - payable to Mellor PCC - to the Parish Office, Church 
Road, Mellor SK6 5LX (please write your name and address on the 
back of the cheque), or  

2. Make a donation online to the church bank account - Acct. 47943076, 
Sort Code 01-05-51 (please put your house number and postcode as a 
reference), or  

3. Make a donation through the church website - click ‘home’ and then 
‘donate’, or  

4. Scan the QR code below on your smartphone for an easy way to do-
nate (do please click ‘gift aid’ if you are eligible).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact the Parish 
Office (484 5079 to ask for a standing order form. 

36 

 

 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 W al l ing  
 Blockpav ing  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fenc ing  

 

 
 

 
Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday and 
Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 
Ann Preston 01663 762210 

 

Peak Paving 
 

Bu i l d i n g  an d  l an ds c ap i ng  s e r v i c es  
Al l  a r eas  o f  bu i l d i ng  w or k  und er t ak en  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

     PIANO LESSONS in Mellor or online 

                    Ruth Holt BA, ALCM PGCE 
                       Beginners – Grade 8, tinies to oldies. 

                   Enquires to ruthholt.mellor@gmail.com 

                                           Or 07532 122982 
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting   

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911/07855 785 450    Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


