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                                       Vicar’s Viewpoint 

As I write this my youngest daughter is gathering all her ’stuff’ together to return 
to university for the start of the new autumn term. I am amazed at just how much 
stuff has been accumulated. Where has it all come from and how can one person 
need all of that? Though I have to admit that I am no better.  

We have never lived in a period of time when so many of us have so much stuff.  

In the Bible, the Book of Haggai has wise words for us today: 

Now therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you have fared. You have 
sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you never have enough; you drink, 
but you never have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and you 
that earn wages earn wages to put them into a bag with holes.  Haggai 1.5-6 

Decluttering is good for the soul and it’s even been turned into an art form in     
Japan. It’s not only about learning the importance of getting rid of things, but also 
of being grateful.  

Marie Kondo, who is an expert on helping people to declutter their lives offers 
some advice. Pick up that jumper with gratitude for what it has been to you, but 
pass it on if it does not spark joy in you. If joy is sparked in you she recommends 
that you put it in the place where it is to be kept, that you give it a home, folding it 
with thankfulness. The purpose of all this is to enable a house to become a home, 
a place where there is gratitude and joy for what you have. 

I wonder whether as trees experience their leaves falling, the beauty of the reds 
and yellow and orange is a grateful acknowledgment of the season of buds, fresh 
green leaves and fruitfulness which has now come to an end. I love to spend a few 
minutes on a golden autumn day watching leaves twirl and fall, remembering the 
joys of the summer past and gently letting go of them as I turn to face a new      
season. What habits do we need to let go of or flee from? Maybe habits of our 
thought and speech? Or maybe this new season calls for the challenge of making 
difficult decisions about when and how to end habits and  relationships which lead 
us nowhere good. 

I love walking through the fallen leaves in autumn. Their presence reminds me of 
the passing of time and a change of season. The physical activity will help me mull, 
pray, let go and pledge myself to flee from what erodes life. I can start the work to 
clear an inner path so that I can be at peace and so that my life can spark joy. Will 
you?           

                    God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

                                    courage to change the things I can; 

                                    and wisdom to know the difference.      Reinhold Niebuhr 
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18 Mon               7.30 pm          FoMPC event (see p. 20) 

20 Wed               10.00 am        Holy Communion Parish Centre 

 3 Sun 

18th Sunday 
after Trinity/ 
Harvest Festival 
  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 
‘Come & See’ Bible story session  
( Parish Centre) 
Evening Prayer 

4 Mon 7.30 pm Peter Cunningham Concert (Parish 
Centre) see p 20 

6 Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 

  

10 Sun 

19th Sunday 
after Trinity 

8.30 am 
10.00 am 
5.00 pm 
  
6.30 pm 
  

Holy Communion 
Pets Service (no Holy Communion) 
‘Come & See’ Bible story session  
(Parish Centre) 

Evening Prayer 
  

11 Mon        

13 Wed 

10.45-12 noon 

10.00 am 

Coffee & Chat (Parish Centre) 

Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 
  

17 Sun 

20th Sunday 
after Trinity 

  

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

  

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 
‘Come & See’ Bible story session 
(Parish Centre 
Choral Evensong 

  

24 Sun         

21st Sunday after 
Trinity. Bible Sunday 

 

 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
5.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

   Holy Communion 

   Parish Communion 
   ‘Come & See’ Bible story session  
   (Parish Centre) 
   Evening Prayer 

                     Calendar of Events for October 2021 

2 Sat                                   Church Fete                    {See p25)  

                                           Evening Event                  (See p15) 
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 27 Wed         10.00 am      Holy Communion (Parish Centre) 

Harvest Festival Sunday 3rd October                             Lynda Gwyther 

Please bring to the services gifts of non-perishable tinned goods and packages. 
These will be distributed to the homeless and disadvantaged in Stockport and 
Manchester to support The Wellspring and the Booth Centre. Please ensure food 
gifts are in date. Suggestions of gifts: tinned meat, tinned fish, pasta, rice and  
noodles, cereals, biscuits, tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables, baked beans, 
coffee, sugar and anything else you would like to donate. Many thanks for your 
support. We also need house plants to distribute to the sick and housebound in 
our local community. 

31 Sun 

All Saints/Souls 
Day 
 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 
4.00 pm 

  
6.30 pm 

   Holy Communion 

   Parish Communion 
   All Souls Service followed by refreshments 

   In the Parish Centre 
   Compline 

‘We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land.......’ 

Well, not us. Not for some time either. We do not get our hands dirty, preferring 
instead to buy pre-packaged, pre-washed, pre-prepared everything, from sliced 
white bread to ready chopped carrots.  Never mind that our choices are flown 
half way across the world. We like quality. And, on occasion, we will even pay for 
it. Harvest is something we’re prepared to leave to others. The physical harvest is 
someone else’s worry. 

If the weather’s bad or if crops fail, we will simply shop elsewhere, move on, pay 
more. We certainly won’t starve. We’ve not been that close to the land for a long 
time now. It’s nothing new.  

To reflect modern life and contemporary culture, perhaps our harvest celebration 
needs to be revamped, needs to reflect our experience: of work and toil, of sweat 
and tears.  

Isn’t harvest about celebrating our gifts and our skills, all that God has given us to 
make life good? Isn’t it about giving thanks for the comparative luxury we know, 
and that we protect at all costs? It is so far removed from work on the land, so 
can we not find another way to celebrate? We plough the fields and scatter? Not 
us, not any more.  Revd. Chris Blackshaw, Minister for Farming, Church of        
Scotland. 

                            Thought for the Month 
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Editorial Meanderings   
Good Morning, Gentle Readers.  As a 'Jobbing professional actor', one of my first 
appearances on television was in an episode of a police series, now lost to        
posterity, called The Bill.  It ran for some years and I ended up doing three         
separate episodes over the years as different characters.  In my first modest     
appearance, I was listed in the Radio and TV Times cast list as Man with cakes     
(to the huge mirth of my children).   It was one scene in which I walked out of a 
cake shop with some cakes and had a few lines with one of the main police      
characters on the way to my car.  I remember it well as that title became the butt 
of jokes with my children and for months after in my house I was referred to as 
Man with cakes. 'Anyone seen Man with cakes?' or 'I think Man with cakes has 
got it.'  They had no respect for their father's professional endeavours and I had 
to inform them that, ridicule apart, my cheque for this appearance would feed 
them  for quite a few weeks. When the episode went out, I remember Mrs. Editor 
calling upstairs to the children ‘Dad's on television’ and a voice came back saying 
'We're busy.'  I must say I was very happy with that reaction.     

Shortly  after, I went to work at the Pitlochry Festival Theatre for the best part of a 
year and I phoned home one evening to speak to Mrs. Editor.  The phone was   
answered by my youngest son, Edward, who at least said, 'Hi, Dad.'  We chatted 
briefly and I eventually asked  him to put mum on the phone, ‘OK. Hang on. (voice 
calls out)  Mum.  Man with cakes.’  

 My  second appearance in The Bill a few years later was as a  Police Sergeant who 
brought a prisoner down to Sun Hill from Manchester for an identification parade, 
the prisoner being handcuffed to yours truly.  This was a much bigger and exciting 
part involving a car chase around parts of London with car windows getting 
smashed with pick-axe handles as his gang tried to get him released (and me with 
him to get the handcuffs off).                                                                                

I must, however, share with you my first performance as a policeman on stage.  I 
had a one line part in a play as a police sergeant accompanying a police inspector 
to question a possible murder suspect.  At one point in the play the Inspector said 
to the suspect (played by a young Edward Fox) ‘The cause of death was....’  He 
then had to turn to me to clarify the injury saying ‘What was it, sergeant?’ I then 
had to quickly take out my pocketbook and read aloud, ‘A hole in the back of the 
head two inches in diameter, sir.’  Unfortunately, on the first night I read out 
‘Hole in the back of the head two feet in diameter, sir.’  There was a deathly 
pause and audience sniggers as the inspector said, ‘You sure you got that right, 
sergeant?’  I then improvised a reply, ‘Sorry, sir.  Can't read me own writing. Two 
inches in  diameter.’ End of career I thought to myself (as I'm sure did the          
audience).     However, not long after that I did another appearance as a doctor in 
a one-off telly play and the first leading actor to mess up his entrance lines as a  
Police Chief Inspector was Paul Eddington. I didn’t feel so bad after that.  
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Mellor Birds                                                                  Maggie Williams 
Normally as one leaves Church one does not see a dicky bird, but Jill 
Baker, after looking after the Church flowers, had a magic moment 
when she came out through the doors and saw swallows  swooping 

past and goldfinches feeding on the thistle heads. 

  

On 3rd September  I was sent a photograph of a Black-Browed        
Albatross taken at Bempton Cliffs nature reserve on the Yorkshire 
coast by Jan C. She was standing alongside many chaps with ten foot 

lenses but she managed to snap him on her iPhone. I was  
impressed. Jan had gone for a walk with a friend and had no 
idea what she was about to see. The RSPB volunteers helped 
point it out among the gannets. Albie, as he is known has a 
wingspan of 8 feet or 250cm. Last year he spent six weeks at 
Bempton. They are easy to identify because of their black eye 
liner.  

 

 I have just enjoyed listening to a programme that went 
out on Radio3  on 10th September called ‘R.S.Thomas -       
Always Seeking Greater Silence.’ Jon Gower explores poet 
R.S.Thomas’ life and work through the prism of birdwatching. 
The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, is a 
fan. His poem ‘A blackbird singing’ is a favourite. I like ‘A Marriage’ which starts  
‘We met under a shower of bird notes’ 

When asked if he believed in an after life, he said he would ‘leave it to God’. 

 

My cousin Michael Priestner at Dunham Massey, whose hobby is traction engines, 
sent me the following:- 

Scientifically, the raven has 17 primary wing feathers, the big ones at the end of 
the wing. They are called pinion feathers. A crow has 16. So, the difference        
between a crow and a raven is only a matter of a pinion. 

 

 

 

8 

 

ROB PRESTON 
P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC  

TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

10 Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

• TV 
• HI.FI 
• DVD 
• WASHERS/DRYERS 
• ELECTRIC 
COOKERS/OVENS 

• DISHWASHERS 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 
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Opticians and contact lens practitioners 
Come and visit our new practice at 20 Stockport Road, Marple.  

We now stock Oakley, Rayban, Porsche Design, Vogue, Armani and others. 
Credited to test young children and diabetics. 

Telephone:  0161 427 4945                                          www.ridingopticians.co.uk 

 

 

• Stone Slating 

• Slating 

• Tiling 

• General Repairs 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Flat Roofs 

• Velux Windows 

• Guttering 

 

                                   Advertising in Outlook  
The feedback from our advertisers suggests that they find Outlook to be a 
good source of business at a reasonable price. We do have more space 
available so if you know of someone who might be interested please  
mention this to them. Details about space and price are available from                                                       
jackiekshah@gmail.com  
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UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone    

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive     

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill.  

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK call 

centre in London: consistently best customer-rated combined utilities       

service in Which? magazine  

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation 
including Accident Claims, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney and Court of 

Protection Proceedings.  
 
 
Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson 

for any information you require.  
We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 



. . Pumpkin Bread                                               Jill Baker 
This is similar in style to banana bread. I hunted for a recipe 
after we had been in New England in the fall a couple of years 
ago where it was a seasonal treat. October sees squash        
arriving for Halloween. I used butternut squash to make my 
puree.  

You need 10oz/285g peeled pumpkin made into puree. Cook the squash until  
tender then purée with a stick blender or food processor. 

250g/9oz plain flour 

1 tsp baking soda 

½ tsp baking powder 

1 tsp ground cinnamon 

1 tsp ground ginger 

½ tsp grated nutmeg 

4 tbsp unsalted butter 

200g/7oz granulated sugar 

118 g /7oz honey 

2 eggs 

10z pumpkin purée 

Preheat the oven to 350F/GM 4. Line with baking parchment a 9x5 inch loaf tin. 

Cream the butter, sugar and honey together. When light and fluffy beat in the 
eggs. Add the squash puree and beat until smooth then add the remaining dry 
ingredients. Pour into the tin and bake for about an hour. It should be golden 
brown and a skewer should come out clean when inserted in the centre. Serve 
warm or at room temperature. 

Laughs with Lynda 
  I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon. 
  I’ll let you know……. 
 
  What’s the best part about living in Switzerland? 
   Don’t know, but the flag is a big plus. 
 
  Today, my son asked, ‘Can I have a bookmark?’ 
   Eleven years old and he still doesn’t know my name is Brian.  
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Marple Bridge street names (5)                                        Peter Forbes 

John Constable (1776-1837) was born in East Bergholt, Suffolk, where his 
father was a coal and corn merchant. He started working for his father, but in 
1799 he began studying at the Royal Academy school and began to exhibit at the 
RA from 1802, becoming a full member in 1829. In 1816 he married his childhood         
sweetheart and they had 7 children. He was almost solely a landscape painter and 
his famous works include The Haywain and Salisbury Cathedral. 

 

Peter De Wint (1784-1849) was born in Hanley, Stoke on Trent, to a physi-
cian of Dutch ancestry who came to England from New York. In 1802 he moved to 
London and was apprenticed to an engraver. He first exhibited at the Royal      
Academy in 1807. He became a full member of The Old Watercolour Society in 
1810.He worked principally in watercolours and travelled all over England painting         
landscapes wherever he went, also painting in Normandy. His work is displayed at 
the National Gallery and at the Royal Academy. 

 

Peter Scott (1909-1989) was the son of Captain Robert Falcon Scott who 
died with his companions on the trek back from the South Pole in 1911. He      
studied art in Munich and London and his paintings are chiefly of birds and        
waterscapes. He represented Great Britain in the 1936 Olympics in single-handed 
dinghy sailing and served in the Royal Navy in the Second World War being    
awarded the DSC for his leadership and bravery. He founded the Severn Wildfowl 
Trust at Slimbridge in Gloucestershire in 1948. He was British gliding champion in 
1963 he was knighted in 1973 for his work on conservation of wildlife and in 1987 
was appointed a Companion of Honour. His first wife was the novelist  Elizabeth 
Jane Howard. 

 

Edwin Henry Landseer (1802-1873) was born in London the son of an 
engraver and was trained at the Royal Academy becoming a full member in 1831. 
He was knighted in 1850 and is best known for his animal paintings, particularly 
Monarch of the Glen, and for his sculpture of the lions at the base of Nelson’s    
Column in   Trafalgar Square. 

 

Hollins Lane The word Hollins or Holyns is Anglo-Saxon for Holly or a Wood of 
Holly Bushes so this may be a very old name for the track which ran up to Mill 
Brow. It is also a surname, eg Hollinshead and Hollingworth, so the name may   

refer to a person of that name who lived on the track in ancient times.  
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding 
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaranteed  

Free  W r i t t en Quotat ions ,  wi thou t  ob l igat ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY                                          
Every autumn for almost two decades we 
have held the annual box opening day as 
'Open House' with a Coffee Morning.          
Restrictions in 2020 made it impossible to 
have the usual routine with all the friendly 
chat it generates.   Instead we held an Open 
Garage Day which was a great success and everyone felt safe.  Our event was even 
reported in the spring edition of the Children's Society Box Holder News.  The   
financial success – a record for us of £2400 – was warmly appreciated by the     
Society. 

As we all know, the Covid virus is still around so I have decided to play safe again 
and we will hold:    

                      OPEN GARAGE DAY  on Thursday 14th October 

                   from 10am to noon, and from 2pm to 4pm 

                     at 33  Seven Stiles Drive,  Marple  SK6 6LT 
 

Our garage door will be wide open and I shall be there to receive your boxes.  
There will also be the usual Raffle Basket and a modest sales table to tempt you. 

I am well aware that during these post-lockdown times loose change has not been 
accumulating as it once did.  Your box may only be half full at best, but the risks 
and difficulties facing the children whom the Society works so hard to help have 
increased alarmingly during this stressful time.  Children's mental health   referrals 
were up by 72% during the pandemic and children suffering exploitation or abuse 
at home have often been hidden from view.  The Society's services have been 
transformed during the pandemic; they have used all the digital tools, been     
available for young people over the phone and, where safe, continued to meet 
them face-to-face.   

                              Our support is needed more than ever before. 

Knowing the past generosity of all our supporters I am bold enough, and optimistic 
enough, to once again suggest that you might feel able to top your box up to its 
usual level or to write a cheque made payable to The Children's Society. 

If you are unable to call by on 14th October, please let me have your box and/or 
cheque by the end of the month.  Even if you are not already a registered box 
holder, you may like to send me a cheque in support of the important work which 
the Society does to help our disadvantaged young people.   

                     Thank you in anticipation of your continuing generosity.                      

                                      Jenny Johnson  427 1348 
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              Rose Queen Hannah will be crowned at Mellor Fête on the afternoon  

                                           of Saturday 2nd October.  

Please join us at dusk on the same day for a 0.8 mile lantern-lit forest and fields 
walk from Mellor School (depart 6:30pm), up through Knowle Farm, through the 
churchyard and on to the Parish Centre by 7:30pm for hot drinks (hot chocolate 
included in ticket price, and paid bar available). 

Tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lights-in-the-night-tickets-169677456841 

Lantern-making ideas to follow over the next weeks https://www.facebook.com/
mellorrosequeen. If you're not crafty, just bring anything pretty that lights up. 
We are fundraising for Music in Hospitals and Care https://mihc.org.uk/ (70%)  
Mellor Church (30%). 
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Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
If you are interested in cost-effective advertising in Outlook,  
contact jackiekshah@gmail.com for details about available 

space and price 

Martin Quinn 
(Est.1983) 

Plumbing 

 
PLUMBING REPAIRS 

ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport,   
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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Nurturing our Nature at Mellor Church                    Clare Jackson 
Harebells in September 

It goes without saying that Mellor Church must have one of the most beautiful 
locations in Greater Manchester, as well as Chester Diocese. Anyone with a 
garden will also be aware that the climate is becoming less predictable, and 
over the last few years we have had winners and losers in both plants and    
species that rely on them.  Up on the sandstone/gritstone ridge that the 
church sits on, there is an urgent need not only to look after what we have, but 
also not to take it for granted. That is why we have decided to start a              
programme of various events to help deepen our understanding of the          
location, and to make sure we encourage biodiversity in supporting as many 
plant and animal species as we can.  

 

In June and again in September we had a very enjoyable hour after the 10.00 
am service doing a survey to get a feel for what is living in our churchyard.   
September’s PicnicWatch had 6 picnic blankets (or people who brought their 
after-service coffee and biscuits back out into the sun) who were excited to 

spot: 

 

14 different plant species 

2 trees  (I think we can do better in October?) 

11 invertebrates (come on all you minibeast 
fanatics) 

19 bird species.(Beat that! ) 

 

Some of our readers may have also noticed that 
there is a Wildflower path to pick your way 
round.  Laminated maps are available in the 
porch, and anyone with an interest in            
wildflowers is encouraged to have a look and 
see what I’ve missed. As the seasons change I’m 

hoping some other species will pop up, so eventually we will have a whole 
year’s worth of riches to marvel at. 

If you are interested in the potential that our churchyard may have as a nature 
reserve you might also be interested to look at the website of the charities 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  or https://arocha.org.uk/   

But definitely please join us at our next Picnic Watch in October (keep an eye 
on our website diary). 
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Captain Ken                                                                              Ken Owen                                                                                                     

In the late nineteen sixties I sailed several voyages as Chief Officer of the Blue   
Funnel cargo liner Laomedon.   Whereas most of our fleet ran between the UK and 
the Far East or Australia, Laomedon was engaged in a service named The Blue Sea 
Line.  This was a joint service with The Swedish South East Asia Company and De 
La Rama Company of the Philippines.  

The ship was based in New York and sailed on a service from U.S. ports and was 
east-bound round the world to the Far East, and back to New York.  

We would load and discharge a variety of cargoes in each port at which we called, 
and to handle all the various cargoes, we employed a great many dockworkers, 
known in the USA.as longshoremen.  They would be divided into gangs of up to a    
dozen men.  

 

On one occasion during my frequent rounds to check the cargo operations, I      
encountered a serious accident, when one gang member stumbled and fell some 
10 feet in to an open hatchway.  He appeared to be quite badly injured,  so we 
gave him first aid,  lifted him out of the hatch in a special stretcher and arranged 
for an ambulance to take him to hospital.  

 

Following standard procedure, I arranged for all those who were present at the 
accident to make their individual statements which I then forwarded to our       
Insurance department.  

Before we set  sail on our world trip following that accident I was assured by our 
agents that the casualty involved had been discharged from hospital and that all 
was OK.  

 

However, several months later when I was home on leave I received a telephone 
call from our Company Head Office.  They informed me that the American         
longshoreman involved in the accident had unexpectedly died and his Union were 
claiming a vast amount of money due to the negligence of the ship owners.   I was 
then requested to fly to New York the following day to attend court as a star     
witness.  

 

Whilst reviewing the relevant papers as I flew over the Atlantic on my way to the 
trial, I was horrified to note that all the longshoremen concerned had rewritten 
their statements and were putting all the blame on our Company.  However, they 
were fortunately unaware that I had personally witnessed the accident and was in 
a very strong position to refute their claim.  
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Film on the Hill presents The pre-trial hearing which I attended was just like a Hollywood movie.  Luckily, 
the three attorneys involved were kind to me, but horrible to each other.            
Fortunately, I managed to convince them that the ship’s staff had done their very 
best to keep the ship safe and had  complied with all the required safety 
measures.  When, of course,  I pointed out that I was present at the time of the 
accident and that the unfortunate longshoreman had simply lost his balance and 
had not tripped on anything negligently present at the time, the case turned     
financially in our favour.  

         Finally, the opposing attorney asked me to name the ports of call on that           
particular voyage, as I had not produced the Log Book. This of course was easy for 
me as I was responsible for the entire loading and discharge so I reeled off New 
York, Port Said, Aden, Penang, Port Kelang, Singapore, Hong Kong, Manila Cebu, 
Zamboanga, Kure, Bussan, Kobe, Nagoya, Moji, Yokohama, Panama, Cristobel, 
Kingston, Halifax, Boston, Newark, Baltimore, Norfolk, Wilmington, Charleston, 
Savannah Jacksonville, Port Everglades, Miami, Galveston, Houston, New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge, Gulfport, and New York.  When I finished, his response was, ‘Sounds 
like a good trip.  Wish I'd been with you.’  

        After the hearing, I flew straight home to continue my leave and my wife    
Allwyn picked me up at Manchester Airport.   Her first words of greeting were  
suggesting that we call via Stockport market where some good value-pet food was 
available and we did have three dogs and five cats at the time.  (I would add that 
Ken and Allwyn do live on the most delightful old farm cottage with acres of land 
and barns and fortunately for Mr Editor, a fridge full of ales. Ed) 

        As I later struggled in the rain carrying the heavy cases of dog food. I obviously 
got a bit deep in thought and Allwyn asked me what I was thinking.   I said it was 
just occurring to me that only a few hours earlier,  I had eaten a fine lunch in the 
famed Manhattan Downtown Athletic Club and had then been transported in a 
stretch Cadillac to the first class airport reception lounge and got a first class flight 
home.  ‘Oh,’ she said,’Well you have come down in the world, haven't you?’  

The Cachalot                 Ed, 

I have looked up the above word in the dictionary and it means Sperm whale.   It is 
also the name used as the title of the monthly newsletter of the Southampton 
Master Mariners’ Club of which our own Captain Ken is both recipient and         
contributor.  It would appear that Captain Ken's Outlook articles have also found a 
place in their esteemed publication and I would just like to thank the editor of The    
Cachalot for his interest in Outlook magazine and his kind comments.   The Outlook 
staff consider it praise indeed and coming from an ex-Merchant Navy man, this      
ex- Royal Navy man of eight years service feels very humbled and gratified.                  
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Mellor Church Women’s Evening Fellowship                Meg Barley 

How lovely it was to be back face-to-face at our monthly meeting on 8th           
September .  ‘Cruising the Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals’ with Victor    
Crawford was a very interesting presentation.   

The speaker at the meeting on Wednesday 13th October  will be Nick Matlow, 
telling us about ‘The History of Swizzels’ – the last remaining independent sweet   
factory in the UK.  Do come along and learn how they make ‘Love Hearts’ and all 
the other sweets!   The meeting is in the Freeman Room at the Parish Centre, and 
starts at 8.00pm.   

New members are very welcome, so do come along and join us!  Contact Meg 
Barley on 427 4370 for more information.  We look forward to seeing you. 

Dates for your diary! 

Peter Cunningham Memorial Concert 
Monday 4th October Mellor Parish Centre. 7.30pm 
SONO ENSEMBL 
Programme: 
CHAMINADE Piano Trio No 1 in G minor 
FRANCAIX String Trio in C 
FAURE Piano Quartet No 1 in C minor 
It is requested that masks are worn in the corridors and public areas of the Centre. 

Friends of Mellor Parish Centre 
'Strines Home of The Railway Children'. 
 A talk by Craig Wright about Edith Nesbit's local connections. 
Monday 18th October  at 7.30pm. Admission £7.50, pay at the door. There will be 
a bar. 
'L.S.Lowry - a deeper look'. Michael Howard, a Lowry authority, returns to give a 
second talk about the painter's life and work. 
Thursday 11th November  at 7.30pm. Admission £7.50, pay at the door. There 
will be a bar.  
Please support your Parish Centre by telling friends and neighbours about these 
talks. 
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Even more Dates for your diary! 

J. S. BACH PIANO RECITAL 
Monday 11th October at 7.30pm     Mellor Parish Centre 

Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier, known as 'The 48' , is widely considered to be a 
masterpiece of Western art, only rarely performed in its entirety. In 1722 Bach 
published a prelude and a fugue in each of the twelve major and twelve minor 
keys (Book 1), and twenty years later he repeated the process (Book 2). 

 

Renowned pianist Libby Burgess is taking this work on tour, performing the 48 in 
all 48 counties of England, to raise funds for four musical charities:  Help             
Musicians; Youth Music; Future Talent, and Live Music Now. At Mellor Parish 
Centre she will  perform Book One.  

Tickets £10     To book:     dandafrancis17@gmail.com   or ring:  07791 378397  

Tombola at the Fête                                                         Lynda Gwyther 

Please donate to the Tombola stall on Saturday 2nd October for the fête to help 
make it the ‘Biggest Tombola in the World’. Anything new or good as new          
appreciated. Bottles appreciated even more! 

Please leave in the porch at 31 Townscliffe Lane or at the Parish Centre with my 
name on the package. Many thanks to all. 

Mellor Textile Arts Group                                                Meg Barley 

Mellor Textile Arts was founded in 2011.  It doesn’t seem 10 years since Rosemary 
Hawksley, Kitty Watt and I decided to invite other textile enthusiasts to join us to 
form a group, following a very successful ‘Textile Journeys’ event to raise funds for 
the Parish Centre. 

We are hoping to start up again on Monday 27th September and then the following 
25th October.   We meet in the Freeman Room at the Parish Centre from 1.00pm 
to 4.00pm.  Members enjoy a variety of textile crafts such as patchwork & quilting 
and embroidery - by hand or machine, traditional or more contemporary!    We 
are not a teaching group as such, but people are very supportive and happy to   
advise if asked!  It is a community group and members live in the SK6 post code 
area.     Why not come along and join us?    

 

For more information please contact Meg Barley on 427 4370. 
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As seen from Cow Corner                                        Silly Point 
What a shame! The cricket-loving followers have been dealt a           
potentially devastating blow with the cancellation of the final Test 
match. Thousands of young hero worshippers have been deprived of a 
long-awaited occasion to cheer the    exciting stroke-play of the batsmen; the     
energetic stride to the wicket of the  bowlers; and the acrobatic fielding, all,       
perhaps, because of the self -nterest of the administrators. Those disappointed 
fans have had to resort to returning to support their local cricket clubs, where, of 
course, the standard is not up that of  international sides, but where the play can 
be just as intriguing and entertaining. 

 

Once again Mellor’s senior side has had to draft in a number of juniors for the final 
games of the season. They are probably more enthusiastic but have not the stature 
of their elders. 

 

In those final games of the season, the weather has been kind and Covid has been 
kept at bay. Mellor, as so often this year, have not scored sufficiently enough,    
resulting in some heavy defeats. Against Knutsford, Mellor, batting first, could      
manage just 71 runs for the loss of nine wickets, which the home side knocked off 
for the loss of two wickets. 

 

A rare win was recorded in the penultimate home game against Lindow, who 
batted first and reached 135 for the loss of eight wickets. The game got tense as 
the winning target was acheived,for the loss of seven wickets. 

The last away fixture saw Mellor visit Brooklands. Batting first, Mellor made a very 
respectable 176, with eight wickets down. This score included a couple of half    
centuries, which were made up of nearly all boundaries, due to the immobility of 
the batsmen. In reply the home side attained the target with just three batsmen 
out. 

 

The final match of the season saw Mellor entertain Styal, who batted first and 
made 175 with seven wickets down. The home side were never in the hunt and, 
aided by some very smart slip catching, crumbled to 81 all out. 

Thus ended a dismal season for the senior eleven, but there is hope for the junior 
teams, who can’t get enough cricket!! 

Another season finished.             What a shame! 

mailto:dandafrancis17@gmail.com
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Mellor Church Autumn fête and Dog Show plus Fancy Dress and            
Art Competition  

                                   Saturday  2nd October  
 

At last! A fun and fundraising event for all the family. 

Rose Queen Hannah will be crowned in church at 1.30pm then head down to the 
Parish Centre to open the afternoon’s events. 

At 2.30pm the Dog Show will take place hopefully on the field. 

At 3.30pm there will be children’s races on the field -hopefully - followed by the     
annual highly competitive tug of war! 

Meanwhile various stalls and activities will be inside  and around the Parish       
Centre, including  cakes, jams etc, books, bric-a-brac, plants, raffle,  Lynda’s       
tombola, teddy and toy tombolas, Human Fruit Machine and other side shows,  

Punch and Judy. 

Pop-up Bar! Tea and cakes! 

ART COMPETITION Details below 

FANCY DRESS: Any age, one class, judging after the crowning. 

Come along, have fun and support this fundraiser! 

See p15 for Evening Event Lights in the Night starting at 6.30pm 

Art Competition 
Entries are invited to be judged at the church Autumn Fête on  

Saturday 2nd October   

The theme is  HARVEST. Any medium may be used. 

There will be 4 categories: Pre-School;  5-7years;  8-10 years;11 and over. 

Entries to be submitted on A4 paper with name, age and contact number on the 
back. 

A box for entries will be available outside the Parish Office, or they can be posted 
in the Parish Centre letter box. 
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 Established 1920                         Tel 427 2276                        

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 
M.N.A.F.D 

Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

Malcolm  Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years’ Anniversary” 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

G R Yeates Ltd 
Shell Petrol Station,  

54 Stockport Road, Marple, SK6 6AE 

MOT Testing 

Servicing and repairs—all makes 
and models 

Brakes, clutches, exhausts, welding 

0161 427 2348 
A family business 

  
 
 
 

‘All your fire needs’ 

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried 
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and    

briquettes 

Stove sales and installations  

NACS certified chimney sweeping 

Tel: 0161 327 1656 
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk 

 



27 

 

 

28 

 

Bible Sunday/Bible Society                                                  Judith Shiel 

The Bible Society’s mantra is ‘Faith comes by hearing’ and of course it does – we all 
hear things before we can read. However this can lead to misunderstandings –  
during lockdown I have been Zooming a Quaker meeting which had subtitles      
running along the bottom of the screen when anyone spoke. One day one of the 
members who had lived in Keswick mentioned Friar’s Crag (the well-known Lake 
District viewpoint) and this was interpreted in the subscript words as ‘fry a scribe’. 
And we have probably all had that experience when we are in a crowded place, 
and think we hear our name said, although we don’t know anyone there – it’s just 
a word that sounds like our name. Many people in the world still don’t have access 
to education so are restricted to learning by hearing and word of mouth. For areas 
of the world where this is the case Bible Society distributes solar-powered devices 
called Proclaimers which enable groups of people to hear the Bible together and 
don’t  require electricity or expensive batteries.  

Of course there is a continuing increase in literacy in many countries and for these 
printed Bibles in the local language are needed. Bible Society has been translating 
and distributing Bibles for over 200 years, and now over 700 of the 7000 languages 
spoken in the world have a complete translation of the Bible. This sounds            
unimpressive, but because so many of the languages are spoken by small numbers 
of people, this means that 75% of people can now read the Bible in their mother 
tongue. Translation work continues and new translations are received with joy and 
excitement by the communities to which they are given. 

Even when you hear clearly, it is often necessary to interpret what you hear. In 
Acts chapter 8 is the story of the apostle Philip and the Ethiopian official who was 
reading (aloud) part of the Suffering Servant passage in Isaiah 53. Philip asked the 
Ethiopian ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ and the reply was; ‘How can I 
unless someone guides me?’, which Philip then proceeded to do, linking the        
passage with Jesus. Reading a text also needs us to supply understanding and    
imagination. We need to remember that the Bible is a collection of books written 
over a long period of time in languages and cultures very different from our own. 
This is why even when the Bible is available in a language new translations are 
needed. When James II was taken to see the wonderful new St Paul’s Cathedral, 
risen from the ashes of the Great Fire of London, he said it was, ‘Artificial, amusing 
and aw(e)ful’, meaning that it was constructed with great skill, delighted the    
senses and produced feelings of great awe and respect. The meaning of these 
words has changed since the 17th century and so some of the text of the              
Authorized Version (KJV) produced in the same century will also be obscure.     
Modern translations might not sound so impressive but will be clearer. To help 
with understanding Bible Society also produces a range of materials in various   
formats. A new example is Making Good Sense of the Bible Together, with a      
foreword by Dr Paula Gooder, a six-session introduction to biblical interpretation 
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which can be used by individuals or groups. Bible Society is well worth supporting 
and an easy way to do this is to join the Bible-a-Month scheme, donating a few 
pounds every month which will mean a Bible of their own for someone in the 
world. Look at the Society’s website (www.biblesociety.org.uk) for details of the 
scheme and also other information about the work. 

And a final thought on hearing: A teacher asked her primary school pupils to draw 
the Flight of the Holy Family into Egypt, and one child produced a picture of a 
man  leading a donkey on which was sitting Mary with the Baby Jesus, followed by 
a large bristly beast with goggly eyes and long feelers. Teacher: ‘What’s that       
following the donkey?’ ‘The flea, Miss.’  ‘Flea?’ ‘Yes Miss, the angel told Joseph to 
take Mary, Jesus and flea into Egypt.’ 

O God our creator, whose good earth is entrusted to our care and delight and ten-
derness, we pray: 

 

For all who are in captivity to debt, whose lives are cramped by fear 

from which there is no turning except through abundant harvest. 

 

May those who sow in tears          Reap with shouts of joy. 

 

For all who depend on the earth for their daily food and fuel, 

whose forests are destroyed for the profits of a few. 

 

May those who sow in tears         Reap with shouts of joy. 

 

For all who labour in poverty, who are oppressed by unjust laws, 

who are banned for seeking the truth, who long for a harvest of justice. 

 

May those who sow in tears        Reap with shouts of joy. 

 

For all who are in captivity to greed and waste and boredom, 

whose harvest joy is choked with things they do not need. 

 

May those who sow in tears       Reap with shouts of joy. 

 

Turn us again from our captivity and restore our vision, 

that our mouth may be filled with laughter and our tongue with singing. 

Janet Morley 

 

 

                                Prayer for Harvest Time 
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                                        Church Rotas 

                                       Stewards Rota 

                                         Flower Rota 

If you wish to change a date, need a key or have any query, please contact Jill Baker 
(07881 902533 or jillbaker427@hotmail.com). The church key is also available from the    
Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings only. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

3rd Oct L & J Futcher Oct J Briggs & H Carlsson 

10th Oct M Lowe & H Kennedy   

17th Oct M Leng  Please arrange your own            
substitute.   

If necessary contact Anthea Mason 
on 449 9815 if there are any      
problems . 

24th Oct J & R Elliott  

31st Oct P Cunningham & I Morris  

7th Nov S McAllister & M Williams  

For 8.30 am please arrange your own substitute. If you cannot steward at 10am, please 

arrange your own replacement.  If this is not possible email Rachel – redwards@nhs.net 

3rd   Oct     Harvest Flowers                     7th  Nov  Rembrance Sunday 
10th Oct     Harvest Flowers                                     Jenny Johnson 
17th Oct     Jill Baker                                14th Nov  Emma Houghton 
24th Oct     Jenny Butterworth               21st  Nov  Margaret Lowe 
31st Oct     Joan Combey                         28th Nov  Advent—no flowers 

Date                 8.30am                           10am                                  Choral Evensong 

3rd   Oct        P Cooke                    R Elliott & J Elliott 

10th Oct        A Mason                   M Williams & M Lowe 

17th  Oct        P Cunningham         S McAllister & C Starling           R Elliott 

24th Oct        A Mason                   A Muller & P Long 

31st  Oct        P Cooke                    A Allcard & H Ruffell 
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Living in Love and Faith Course                                       
Tracy, our vicar, has asked our PCC to consider responding to our 
Archbishop and Bishop’s call to engage in a conversation which is 
long overdue and which may have very significant consequences for 
the Church of England in its attitudes to identity, sexuality, relation-
ships and marriage.  

An excellent course has been designed and developed over the last three years to 
enable all churches and individuals to consider the Christian response to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who identify in different ways described by the 
LGBTQi+ community.  We have not, to date, engaged properly or listened to 
differing views in an open and informed way. This course gives us a chance to 
hear others and put forward our views in a safe and loving environment.    

The national church needs our help to discern what to do in terms of gay          
marriage, leadership positions in the church which need to be reviewed following 
the conversations going on all round the country. St Thomas’ church would      
describe itself as inclusive and diverse and it is our chance to define what we 
mean by that and what the consequences really are. 

The PCC has strongly supported this request and along with Tracy encourages ALL 
to consider joining in the 5-week course which will be held at the Parish Centre 
and on Zoom on Tuesday nights at 8.00 – 9.30pm starting on the 5th October. An 
email will be sent out to all those on the mailing list with links to more               
information and including a free copy of the course booklet. If you have any   
questions or would like to indicate that you will be coming, please email Dave 
Shercliff (Reader) on daveshercliff@gmail.com or telephone 07519931219.    

  The Church Library                              Judith Shiel 

    I have been cleaning and trying to restore the library 
(which is housed in the Bartlett Room near the kitchen) to 

its pre-pandemic state. A lot of the books are missing – some signed out, many 
not. Please could you all check your bookshelves and see if you have any of the 
books at home? All have ‘St Thomas Church Mellor Library’ on the inside front 
cover. If you return any, please put them on the coffee table, not straight on to 
the shelves, so that I can check the records. Thank you. 

Live Streaming Services for Mellor Church 
We are looking to recruit to our live streaming team so we can continue to be as 
accessible as possible to people who wish to view our You Tube Channel. This  
service has been praised over lockdown and continuing it will boost our presence 
locally and internationally! All you need is a smartphone and enthusiasm. Training 
will be given (nothing too technical!). Commitment is approximately one service 
per month.  For further information and encouragement please speak to or email 
Ian Collyer on ian@collyers.org.uk 
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                                    From the Registers 

                                                    Weddings 
               We offer our congratulations and best wishes to 

               Adam Round and Helen Braithwaite on 11th September 

                                   Funerals in Church 
          We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy 

                                    Ruth Enstone on 25th August 

                                    John Laughton on 6th September 

                                                                      

                                           Baptism 
                               We welcomed into God’s family 

                                      Connie Jane Gibson on 22nd August 

                                          Emily Grace Pedder on 29th August 

                                   Phoebe Annabelle Wilde on 5th September 

                                       Olivia Hope Palmer on 12th September 

                                      Memorial service in  Church 
                                          Sumedha Wijayasiri  on  4th September 

Clare Johnson and family  
would like to thank the many kind people who have contacted us after the death 
of Colin, with cards and with donations to research into Huntington's disease. 
Over £1,000 has been given.  
We are very grateful, and want also to thank the church for the regular prayers in 
the morning services and by the prayer group. These have kept us going through 
many difficult times. 

The Prayer Group                                                         Alison Dowdeswell 
The Monday Prayer Group has started meeting again.  We meet in the Walklate 
Room in the Parish Centre so we can observe social distancing.  We share half an 
hour of quiet prayer together from 10.30 am every Monday.  We usually stay on 
for a chat and a cuppa.  We are a small but friendly group who look forward to 
welcoming you.  Come and join us to share that special “be still and know”        
experience.    Any questions please contact me on 427 7971. 

34 

 

OUTLOOK ONLINE 
The editors of Outlook hope you have enjoyed this online edition of the 

magazine.   Many readers prefer a printed copy delivered to their door to be 

enjoyed at their leisure and to keep.  The subscription for the printed copy is 

just £5/year – this covers the cost of printing and distribution.    

 

If you would like to subscribe and receive your monthly printed copy  simply 

email  davidjell@sky.com  with your name and address and – bingo!- it will 

arrive at your door.  The person delivering will collect your annual subscrip-

tion of £5 each year or if you live at a distance it will be posted to you and 

you can pay the subscription plus P&P by contacting the Parish Centre office 

(0161 484 5079 or emailing office@mellorchurch.org ) 
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Donations to Mellor Church  

Mellor Church depends on voluntary donations from members of the     
congregation, members of the local community, supporters and visitors. 
We are fortunate in that a significant number of people make regular       
donations by standing order from their bank but, to maintain our ability to      
support the local and wider community, we are also very grateful for        
one-off donations.  

To make a donation, you can  

1. Send a cheque - payable to Mellor PCC - to the Parish Office, Church 
Road, Mellor SK6 5LX (please write your name and address on the 
back of the cheque), or  

2. Make a donation online to the church bank account - Acct. 47943076, 
Sort Code 01-05-51 (please put your house number and postcode as a 
reference), or  

3. Make a donation through the church website - click ‘home’ and then 
‘donate’, or  

4. Scan the QR code below on your smartphone for an easy way to do-
nate (do please click ‘gift aid’ if you are eligible).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact the Parish 
Office (484 5079 to ask for a standing order form. 
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 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 W al l ing  
 Blockpav ing  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fenc ing  

 

 
 

 
Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday and 
Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 
Ann Preston 01663 762210 

 

Peak Paving 
 

Bu i l d i n g  an d  l an ds c ap i ng  s e r v i c es  
Al l  a r eas  o f  bu i l d i ng  w or k  und er t ak en  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

     PIANO LESSONS in Mellor or online 

                    Ruth Holt BA, ALCM PGCE 
                       Beginners – Grade 8, tinies to oldies. 

                   Enquires to ruthholt.mellor@gmail.com 

                                           Or 07532 122982 
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting   

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911/07855 785 450    Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


