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                                       Vicar’s viewpoint 

     I am writing this after spending a wonderful weekend walking around the     
gardens in this year’s Mellor Open Gardens weekend. The weather on the          
Saturday was glorious and it seemed like the whole of Mellor, Marple Bridge and 
beyond had turned out to enjoy the sunshine and be inspired by the beautiful   
gardens opened for us to walk around. The weather on Sunday was in stark     
contrast to Saturday but maybe that just reflects the nature of gardening - we 
need both sunshine and rain to create beautiful gardens. 

     What, I wonder, does a garden mean for you? Summer days enjoying the scent 
of new-mown grass and the fragrance of flowers? Birdsong? Vegetables and herbs 
that travel only the distance between your kitchen garden and your table? Or 
maybe hard work, an aching back, an   invincible army of weeds? 

     The image of a garden and a gardener is woven throughout many Faiths’    
scriptures. In the book of Genesis we encounter Adam and Eve in the garden of 
Eden and in the Gospels, Mary Magdalene meets Jesus on Easter Day in a garden 
and mistakes him for the gardener. 

     The word ‘paradise’, in ancient Persian, Hebrew and Greek forms, originally 
meant ‘a sacred enclosure’. I love walled gardens, they can become for me a 
‘sacred space’ or enclosure, a safe and nurturing oasis away from the hustle and 
bustle of life. But Paradise has to be tended if it is to remain a sacred space. 

     Your heart is like a garden, a place you can go to in prayer,  a place where God 
meets you, to help you tend the sacredness you share. Prayer is like the water we 
need to nurture and keep the garden healthy. Regular ‘watering’ with your       
focused attention, pruning back anything that is growing out of control, turning 
over the soil as you reflect on your own life and relationships; these are all the 
things a gardener needs to do.  

     But you will have help. The birds will serenade you as you toil and will eat the 
pests  that threaten your plants. The bees will pollinate your flowers for you and 
the worms will ventilate your soil. 

     They all remind us that the garden does not belong to us, but we belong to the 
garden. We are all part of the body of creation, living in mutual inter-dependency 
with all inhabitants of planet Earth. 

     A good garden gives life to many creatures as well as to its gardener. 

In what way does your heart, your life, give life and nourishment to others? 

What herbs, such as sincerity or gentleness, grow in your heart and add their     
special flavour to the feast of life? What gifts bear fruit in your life and bring joy to 
others?                                                                                                      Continued on p4 
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Church Services for August 2021 
Sunday Services are now back in Church:   

8.30am Holy Communion; 10.00 sung Eucharist.    

Wednesday morning 10.00am  

Said Holy Communion in the Parish Centre. 

The church is open for private prayer and reflection every day during daylight 
hours. Maybe light a candle in prayer… or just sit and listen to the music. Prayer 
resources are also available in church for you to use at home.  

Our online presence continues:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday each 
week:  10.00am Morning Prayer and 7pm Compline/Night Prayer. 

These can be found on our YouTube Channel:    

Worship from St Thomas (https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq) 

Notice of forthcoming weddings 
Saturday 7th August 2pm     –    David Sidebottom & Sarah Morgan 

Friday 27th August 12pm – Dzikoh Jones-Asgill & Katie Dobbins  

Continued from p3 

     And a garden is a place of loving companionship. Who shares the sacred space 
of your heart’s garden? How lovingly do you share the space of others when they 
invite you to enter their holy ground? 

     A huge thank you to all those gardeners who invited us all to share their 
‘sacred spaces’ during Mellor Open Gardens. I felt truly blessed and inspired. 

Best wishes, 

Tracy 

Mellor Church Choir 
The Church choir will be away from  Monday 2nd August until Sunday 8th      
August in Hereford. They will be singing in the Cathedral at Choral Evensong  
and on the Sunday for Choral  Eucharist. Check on the Hereford Cathedral       
website for further details.   What about joining us for one of the Services? 
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Editorial Meanderings 
     Good Morning, Gentle Readers.  I must share a personal moment with my   
devoted readership.  Every  time I lift up the cover of my laptop to do                
Meanderings, the face of an elderly gentleman stares back at me out of the     
temporarily black screen.  I've no idea who this gentleman is but he is always     
fairly affable and seems just as bewildered at seeing me as I am at seeing him.  
However, we politely smile at each other and sometimes even give each other a 
friendly wave (if I do it first, he will instantly respond).  I feel it only incumbent on 
me to treat this aged gentleman with courtesy and respect as I am very well 
aware of the fact that that could be me in the not too distant future. 

     I was only thinking the other day of things we tend, in our communities, to 
take for granted particularly things like shops, buildings and businesses, etc., and 
of course, pubs.  As you know by now, Mrs Editor and I moved to Mellor from 
Norfolk some forty years ago after my first visit  to Mellor with Mrs. Editor, whose 
family came to Mellor from Yorkshire some two hundreds years ago.    On my first 
visit, I expected everybody to be covered in blue woad but that turned out not to 
be the case and they were in fact friendly, reasonably intelligent and occasionally  
coherent.  I felt they were thus deserving of my residency.   

     There have, of course, been changes over the years which is inevitable. Some 
houses have been built where there were none and certain buildings have        
become residences but all Mellor's pubs have survived (he types with great      
relief).  Particularly the 'Oak' which holds happy memories for all of us, although I 
have not been in for a while and feel I must remedy this. 

     One Sunday morning, a few weeks after we had moved to Mellor, Mrs Editor 
put on her wellies (she did have other clothes on as well) and said she was going 
for a walk.  She came back some two hours or so later and looked quite refreshed 
and blooming.  I asked her where she had been.  She said she had been to church. 
Now I hadn't been near a church for some twenty years but I thought if that's 
how it makes you look,  I might try a bit of 'God Bothering' myself.  So the          
following Sunday I did and I have been bothering him for some forty years ever 
since. 

    Before the dreaded Covid hit us, Mrs Editor had some American family visiting 
for a year.  Jonathan and Julie Kelber and their three children.  Julie is related to 
Mrs Editor and both have the same ancestors buried in Mellor Church graveyard.  
Jonathan is that rare breed of being a Physics Professor who has a strong religious 
belief.  He was to be at Manchester University for a year working on a Cancer   
Research project until the unfortunate  advent of the Covid outbreak made them 
return to the States.  They loved Mellor and want to return. They came to a     
Mellor Church Christmas Carol service and were, needless to say, totally bowled 
over by the experience.  They couldn't believe they were sitting near a font which 
has original viking carvings around it.  We are lucky people in Mellor.                                                      
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Mellor Birds                                                                   Maggie Williams 

Apparently herons have very good eyesight. Bob on Knowle Road was telling me 
that two years ago he had 40 koi carp in his garden pond. Today he is left with 
only three! A heron has eaten 37 over the last two years.  

To try and protect his fish, Bob put a net around the edge of 
the pond. In the middle of the five foot deep pond are        
beautiful water lilies. 

The heron in order to catch the koi carp, landed on the         
underwater roots of the waterlily in the centre of the pond.  
Bob thinks they must have exceptional eyesight to see the           

underwater roots. 

 

Whilst I was away a couple of weeks ago, a message was left 
on my answerphone by Pam to say she had a forlorn bird on 
her drive near Cataract Bridge. What should she do?  

It turned out to be a pet lovebird . They are a very pretty lime 
green with two splays of blue.  The pet shop in Marple was 
most helpful. A neighbour posted on Mellor School  Facebook 
page to see if the owner could be found. There is also a ‘Lost 
Birds in New Mills’ Facebook page. A kind gentleman on 
Stockport Road in Marple who keeps his own lovebirds 
offered to care for it until the owner can be found. Lovebirds 
like to be in pairs.  

 

In the meantime, back on the drive, as the bird’s head was down Pam gave it a 
drink and fed it with grapes and millet to help it recuperate. She said it was 
adorable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One night last week I went to the top of the Goyt Valley at dusk and saw the 
woodcock roding and heard the nightjars churring. The midges were very active 
too. 
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ROB PRESTON 
P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC  

TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

10 Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

• TV 
• HI.FI 
• DVD 
• WASHERS/DRYERS 
• ELECTRIC 
COOKERS/OVENS 

• DISHWASHERS 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 
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Opticians and contact lens practitioners 
Come and visit our new practice at 20 Stockport Road, Marple.  

We now stock Oakley, Rayban, Porsche Design, Vogue, Armani and others. 
Credited to test young children and diabetics. 

Telephone:  0161 427 4945                                          www.ridingopticians.co.uk 

 

 

• Stone Slating 

• Slating 

• Tiling 

• General Repairs 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Flat Roofs 

• Velux Windows 

• Guttering 

 

                                   Advertising in Outlook  
The feedback from our advertisers suggests that they find Outlook to be a 
good source of business at a reasonable price. We do have more space 
available so if you know of someone who might be interested please  
mention this to them. Details about space and price are available from                                                       
jackiekshah@gmail.com  
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UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone    

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive     

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill.  

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK call 

centre in London: consistently best customer-rated combined utilities       

service in Which? magazine  

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation 
including Accident Claims, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney and Court of 

Protection Proceedings.  
 
 
Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson 

for any information you require.  
We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 



. . Yorkshire Curd Tarts                                     Jill Baker 
 
1st August is Yorkshire Day so here is one of my favourite 
Yorkshire recipes. My aunt made her own curds and for a 
while cottage cheese was used but     ricotta cheese is so 
much better. 

Use the pastry given in the June magazine or any shortcrust you like to line your 
tart tins. I do not pre-bake but heat a baking sheet in the oven to stand the tart 
tins on . 

2 oz/50g soft butter 

2oz/50g soft brown sugar 

2 eggs 

8oz /200g ricotta cheese 

Grated rind and juice of half a lemon 

½ tsp grated nutmeg 

3oz/75g currants 

1 dessertspoon rum (optional) 

Cream together the sugar and butter. Add the eggs and lemon rind and juice . Mix 
in the cheese, nutmeg and currants (and rum if using). Spoon into the tart case 
and bake at 180C for 10 to 15 mins until golden at the edges. Cool before eating. 

You can make a large tart by lining an 8 inch/20cm round tin. This will take 
around 40 mins to bake.( similar to the ones in Betty’s – a Yorkshire institution) 
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Further short biographies of artists who have streets named 
after them in Marple Bridge.           Peter Forbes 
 

Frederic Leighton (1830-1896) was born in Scarborough. His father  was a 
doctor and his grandfather had been doctor to the Russian Royal Family amassing 
a considerable fortune, so that Frederic’s father was able to support  him in his 
early years when he studied art abroad. He built a reputation as one of the     
greatest artists and sculptors of the Victorian age. In 1878 he was elected presi-
dent of the Royal Academy and knighted in the same year. Two of his most       
famous works are the painting Flaming June and sculpture Athlete wrestling with 
a python. He never married and his private life remains a mystery. He was created 
the First    Baron Leighton of Stretton on 24th January 1896, the day before he died 
of a heart attack. 

 

Thomas Hart Benton (1889-1975) was an American artist who spent his 
life in Missouri. His subject matter was Regionalism and Social Realism showing 
people doing everyday things in local settings. His work is on display at the          
Museum of Modern Art in New York and in other US galleries. 

 

John Sell Cotman (1782-1842) was born in Norwich, the son of a wealthy 
silk merchant and lace dealer. In 1798 he moved to London, and although he    
never had any formal tuition in painting he was acquainted with several          
prominent artists who must have given him help because by 1800 he was exhib-
iting at the Royal Academy. In 1806 he returned to Norwich becoming a leading 
figure in the Norwich School, with marine and landscape work in watercolour and 
oils and also some etching. He lived in Norwich, Yarmouth and London and had 
two sons who were also proficient artists.  

 

Jean-Baptiste-Siméon Chardin (1699-1779) was born in Paris, the son 
of a cabinetmaker, and trained as a painter in Paris, never leaving France. He     
specialised in domestic interiors, animals and still life studies of fruit in oil and   
pastel with a delicate touch which can be seen in such paintings as House of cards, 
and Saying Grace.  In 1728 he was admitted to the Académie Royale de Peinture 
et de Sculpture. He painted for Louis XV and in 1770 was designated Premier         
Peinture du Roi. His work influenced Manet and Matisse. 
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding 
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaranteed  

Free  W r i t t en Quotat ions ,  wi thou t  ob l igat ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Jaunts with Judy  Easy local Walks no 11                  Judy Cooper 

 A circular walk around Mousley Bottom Meadows, New Mills  1 ½  miles  allow  

 1-2 hours 

This is a lovely walk for a summer’s day as it follows a path by the River Goyt and 
takes us into the shade of a small wood. It is an easy walk for families with push 
chairs. 

 

Parking 

Travelling along the B6101  Marple to Strines Road. As you come into Hague Bar 
the school is on your left and a little further is Waterside Road. There is a  white 
house on the corner. Turn right  here.  Just a little way down on the left is a small 
car park and children’s play area. Free parking. 

 

Walking Route and Points of Interest 

1.    Walk back towards the car park entrance and look for a path on the left. This 
will lead you down to the River Goyt. At the bottom turn left and follow the sandy 
path straight ahead. The river is on your right. 

2.    The path begins to widen out. Keep left by a wooden post to join a grass path, 
which leads you over a boardwalk. This area can be very wet after heavy rain. 

3.    Pass the reed bed viewing area and continue ahead over more boardwalks. 
The path now goes uphill into the woods. 

4.   Go through the wooden kissing gate. You will pass a picnic area. Continue 
ahead.  You should come to a stone building on your right ; go through a wooden 
gate. Turn right. Look across the road and  look for a path with a  signpost for the 
Goyt Way. Follow the path which will bring you out at New Mills Central car park!    
Cross the road and head left down the footpath that reads ‘ Goyt Way via          
Millennium Walkway’. 

 5.    At the metal bridge ( a good bird-watching spot) you have a choice of going 
across the bridge and up the steps for refreshments at The Shrub Club or head 
over the Millennium Bridge to explore the Torrs or to turn round and walk back. 

6.     To return go back past the metal bridge; the river will be on your left. Follow 
the path. As it ends cross back over the road and join the path. At a tree take the 
left path this will bring you to some houses. Follow the track that goes between 
‘The Cottage’ and the red brick house. Pass by the metal gate .  The river is on 
your left. Go through two stone gate posts and take the path to the left. The path 
then goes round to the right. 
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7.     At a junction take the left path to keep the river on your left. 

8.    The path leads you round to the right between a wooden fence and then turn 
left to follow the sandy path back to the car park. Watch out for the footpath sign 
on the right that will take you up the steps back to the car park. 

MELLOR PARISH CENTRE 
Mellor Parish Centre needs your help!. Like all other charities the pandemic has 
hit us hard by decimating our income  - firstly by forcing us to close and lose our 
rental income and secondly by not allowing us to hold any fundraising events. 
 
The two Committees which are the lifeline of the Parish Centre are the            
Management Committee which oversees everything pertaining to the building 
and the Friends of Mellor Parish Centre which organises the fundraising which 
ensures its continuance and indeed existence! 

 

Both these Committees are now recruiting for new members. Depending on your 
interests do you feel you could contribute to the future of this important         
community asset? Alternatively do you have any fundraising ideas which you 
could be involved in as a one-off? 

 

The situation is serious and we need your help to ensure and secure the future of 
this wonderful Centre which is a great asset for the whole community. 
 
If you would like to discuss any ideas you may have please telephone  

Sue McAllister 0161 427 2207 or Peter Lowe 0161 427 6589 
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Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
If you are interested in cost-effective advertising in Outlook,  
contact jackiekshah@gmail.com for details about available 

space and price 

Martin Quinn 
(Est.1983) 

Plumbing 

 
PLUMBING REPAIRS 

ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport,   
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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                                   THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

Gossip plays havoc with relationships.  Discretion is to speech what clothes 
are to the body.  Too much nakedness, whether of the body or the soul, 
eventually makes us hateful to one another. 

 

The Bible commands, ‘You shall not go as a gossip among your people.’  
Jewish law condemns ‘evil speech’ as a cardinal sin.  One who shames a 
person in public is ‘as if he shed his blood’. 

 

Behind these judgements is a profound understanding of the power of 
speech.  Just as God created the natural world by words (‘And God said, 
Let there be……’), so we create the social world by words.  A kind word 
heals:  a cruel word injures - and psychological wounds cut deeper than 
physical ones. 

 

Breaking confidences destroys the distinction between public and private.  
It treats strangers as if they were friends, and friends as if they were 
strangers.  People in public life can now trust no one.  That cannot be good 
for them, or in the long run for us. 

 

Virtues such as honour and discretion are not meaningless.  They were 
born in the desire to protect people, reputations and institutions.  A world 
in which people generally think well of one another is better than one in 
which we suspect every saint is really a sinner.  A cynical society is one that 
has lost the capacity to admire. 

 

Words have power, and power without restraint eventually destroys those 
who wield it, as well as those against whom it is wielded.  Not everything 
we think is something we should say.  Not everything we say in private 
should be reported in public.  Perhaps we need to reaffirm that most    
subtle of religious values - SILENCE.  It may lose us money, but it will gain 
us the trust of friends. 

 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (1948-2020): ‘Celebrating Life’ 
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Captain Ken                                                                             Ken Owen  

During my time at sea, I was always fascinated by the Portuguese man of war jelly 
fish.  There were so many stories of them causing fatal injuries.  So you can imagine 
my concern when on a voyage across the North Pacific Ocean some 35 years ago, 
we found ourselves sailing through a massive shoal of them.   The shoal was so 
huge that it took five days to steam through before we were clear of it. 

 The Met Office used to publish a quarterly magazine, called The Marine Observer, 
and the following article was included in the magazine dated April, 1996. 

 

 North Pacific Ocean  m.v. Main Express    Captain K Owen.  Kaohsiung to Oakland. 

Observers. the Master, J Dixon. 1st Officer,  R Walker, 2nd Officer.  R. Walker. 3rd 
Officer. 

 12- 15 May 1985. Whilst on passage, sightings of numerous ‘Men-of-War’, were an 
every day occurrence’'. At first sighting, what appeared to be a patch of decoloured 
water, approximately 15 m, by 30 m, was seen. this was a yellow greenish colour, 
and looked to be smooth, as though a film of oil was on the surface.  As the vessel 
closed on this patch it could be seen that it was a shoal of ‘Men-of-War’ (which we 
subsequently decided were Velella ) so dense that no water could be seen between 
them. Similar sightings took place all day, and in the afternoon, long wind blown 
steaks of yellowy green, could be seen stretching for thousands of metres.            
consisting of million upon millions of organisms. 

On closer inspection from the main deck, the colour of the patches was the same, 
but when the vessel passed through a patch and scattered individual bubbles the 
usual deep could be seen around the clear bubble. The average size was about 4-5 
cm but varied greatly as there were such vast amounts. 

  

The following day, these observations took on a different appearance.  Vast      
numbers were still seen, but were not observed as discoloured patches as it was 
now overcast, whereas the previous day had been sunny.  It was assumed that the 
diffusion of light through the millions of bubbles was responsible for  the yellowy 
green appearance.  

 

We travelled through the Velella for five days, by which time they had thinned out 
considerably from the solid patches observed on the 12th and 13th, but they were 
still visible in large numbers. 

We had covered over 2,000 nautical miles since the first sightings on the 10th and 
were constantly intrigued as to how far this solid mass stretched. 
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Film on the Hill presents  A specimen , small in size unfortunately (originally packed in a container of spirit 
which was smashed and replaced with one containing gin) was obtained. 

Whilst the colour of the Velella was originally an azure blue, it changed to a brown/
yellow colour shortly after immersion in the gin. It was oval in shape, and measured 
about 2cm by 1cm. Beneath the raft were short tentacles surrounding a central 
mouth. There was a clear sail, roughly triangular in shape, set at an angle across the 
raft. The sail was about 2cm high and 2cm wide across the oval. Also visible when 
viewed from above was a series of concentric rings. 

  

Position of ship 38 deg 00’ N  179deg 54’W 

  

Dr F Evans of the Dove Marine Laboratory,  University of Newcastle on Tyne       
comments: 

 The specimen included with this report was the skeletal remains of Velella velella, 
or ‘By-the-wind-sailor’ confirming the shipboard identification in the best possible 
way, by the forwarding of the actual animal. 

I have never seen a report of such truly astronomical numbers, and find it quite awe
-inspiring. 

The intense blue is characteristic of many animals that live right at the surface in 
warmer seas, presumably a camouflage. Polewards such animals may appear 
greener. In the case of Velella, this blue colour appears to be soluble in alcohol, 
hence the decolourisation when immersed in gin! 

Velella is an animal whose anatomy and so on is very well known, but whose life 
history is not.  We even lack even knowledge of how long it lives, whether it is a 
few months or many years. 

May I point out once more that without the Voluntary Observing Fleet, this          
immense outburst could well have gone unnoticed.  
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I Remember When….. 1992                                           Harold Gwyther 

     I  was a boy living in Besses O'Th'Barn. 

Recently, in order to preserve them from damp, I took a number of old log-books 
away from the hut of the Scout troop of which I am scout leader.  Some of these 
were the patrol logs from when I was a boy in he Beaver Patrol.  I started to look 
through them and back came many memories. 

     In 1949 my patrol decided to camp for the weekend at a place which seemed 
very distant to us.  Loaded down with camping equipment, early one Saturday       
morning, we boarded the electric train at Besses O'Th'Barn for the family journey 
to Manchester.  We carried the heavy load from Victoria to London Road Station 
and there caught a steam train to Marple. After the rapid acceleration of our own 
local electric train, the six carriages pulled by diminutive 0-6-2 ex Great Central 
Railway tank engine seemed to take an age to pick up any speed at all.  The log 
book records that we hardly reached 30 mph during the whole journey.             
Thirty-five minutes later we arrived at Marple station and made our way, still with 
our heavy load of kit, on to Brabyns Brow via the footbridge which used to lead 
from the end of the Sheffield platform out on to the road opposite what is now 
Midlers.  It seemed to me that I was walking inside a long, narrow, dark tunnel 

I Remember When & Mellor Thoughts                                                     Ed  
In 1996 Jim Simpson, esteemed Editor of Outlook at that time, decided to compile 
a booklet of Outlook articles written and submitted to the magazine during his  edi-
torship.   All are interesting, varied and informative and as we now have a   grow-
ing population of new families moving to Mellor, many of whom, certainly on 
Townscliffe, take Outlook, the present esteemed Editor of Outlook thought it 
would be a good idea to re-print some of these for the interest of new Outlook 
readers.   

I think they would be of great interest to newcomers to Mellor who have moved 
here, know what a lovely  place it is and would be interested and intrigued to know 
something of its history.  Many of these articles do exactly that. I would say, with 
all assurance, that they are all very informative, interesting and worth a read.  The 
first is by Harold Gwyther which he originally wrote for Outlook magazine in 1992.  
Harold was a committed member of Mellor Church and a member of Mellor 
Church choir.  He was a lecturer at Manchester University and his wife Lynda, still 
lives on Townscliffe Lane as does his daughter, Lucy, who has recently returned to 
live on the lane with her family.  

So we will print a copy of these early contributions to Outlook, written by earlier 
contributors, including your current  esteemed Editor, to show readers, some of 
whom are happy and excited newcomers to Mellor, what life was like in Mellor 
and the surrounding areas some thirty years ago.    
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smelling of gas from the lighting. Ugh! I thought  We set off down Brabyns Brow 
and along Lower fold until we came to the recreation ground behind the Windsor 
Castle.  There we laid aside our packs and spent several minutes playing on the 
swings and slides.  Then we were off again along the quiet country lane called 
Glossop Road.  We hoped a bus would come along but this was not to be.        
Eventually, after walking for what seemed to be all morning, we arrived at    
Woodheys Farm.  We were greeted by the famer and shown our field, the bottom 
one close to the wooded steep slope down to the River Etherow.  We put up our 
tents and it immediately started to rain whilst the wind rose and the weather 
turned cold.  It did not stop raining until after we had left the following afternoon. 
I remember that some of us built shelters out of sticks lashed together and       
covered with a thatch of bracken cut from under the trees on the slope.  Those 
who slept out in the shelters were quite wet in the morning.  I also remember the 
difficulty of lighting a fire in a strong wind with the rain pouring over the fire.   
Nevertheless, we enjoyed ourselves immensely.  On Sunday afternoon it was time 
to catch the train home.  With our heavy camping gear it seemed to take all    
afternoon to reach the station.  We didn't even have time to go on the swings and 
slides. 

      Looking back on  that camp and rereading our account of the camp in the log-
book, I was struck by several things.  A  photograph stuck in the book,  a small  
contact print, shows a view of Marple Bridge from Glossop road.  The print is 
small, but from the angle of that camera little seems to have changed since 1949  
The recreation ground is still there, maybe  with the same swings and slides.    
However, what strikes me most of all is that six boys carried what must have been 
a considerable amount of camping gear a very considerable distance.  Tents were 
not lightweight in those days and groundsheets were not build-in.  Sleeping bags 
were unobtainable and we each carried three blankets plus blanket pins to put 
them together.  Nowadays, our scouts have the kit carried for them by motor van 
even when they go to camp by train.  As I drive to the Woodheys Restaurant to 
partake of the church choir dinner I am amazed at the distance we walked with all 
that kit.  
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Gibb Lane – Quiet Lane?                                   Mellor Society Committee 

Readers may have noticed the smart new sign opposite the Devonshire Arms     
proclaiming Gibb Lane a ‘Quiet Lane’.  They may also have wondered what this 
meant.   

In the Department of Transport’s words: Quiet Lanes are minor rural roads or     
networks of minor rural roads appropriate for shared use by walkers, cyclists, horse 
riders and other vehicles.  The aim of Quiet Lanes is to maintain the character of 
minor rural roads by seeking to contain rising traffic growth that is widespread in 
rural areas.  

 

There are three key elements to a Quiet Lanes scheme: community involvement to 
encourage a change in user behaviour; area-wide direction signing to discourage 
through traffic; and Quiet Lane entry and exit signs to remind drivers that they are 
entering or leaving a Quiet Lane, a place where they may expect people to be using 
the whole of the road space for a range of activities.(http://www.ukroads.org/
webfiles/TAL 3-04 Quiet Lanes.pdf) 

 

This does not automatically mean a 20mph speed limit.  However, if it can be 
shown that the route is well used by walkers, cyclists and horse-riders, then this 
usually follows.  Given the much increased use of Gibb Lane by walkers and cyclists 
since lockdown, this should not be a problem, especially once the regular groups 
of children walking to Linnet Clough return. 

 

Residents of Gibb Lane have been trying for many years, with the support of the 
Mellor Society and local Councillors, to make Gibb Lane safer for all users, and this 
is a large step on the way to achieving this. 

 

And the sign?  So – no need to whisper while walking along Gibb Lane or to stop 
the dog barking.  But isn’t the sign itself just crying out to have a few flowers and 
bulbs planted around its base? 
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Mellor Church Women’s Evening Fellowship                Meg Barley 

The Fête Shower, organised by the Women’s Evening Fellowship, is now on 
Wednesday, 21st July .  It is at Lynda Gwyther’s, 31 Townscliffe Lane, and will 
begin at 7.00pm.  The entrance fee is £5.00 and included is a glass of wine,    
strawberries and cream and a homemade shortbread biscuit!  There will also be a 
raffle and bring and buy stall.  All proceeds go towards the upkeep of Mellor 
Church, so it is particularly important this year that the Shower is a success!     
Everybody is welcome, so do come along! 

Mellor Open Gardens                                                           Meg Barley 

As you know Mellor Open Gardens was held on 3rd and 4th July.  It was a great 
success and a lot of money was raised which will be shared between Cancer    
Research UK and Mellor Parish Centre.  Events like this cannot happen without 
the support of the local community.  We should like to thank all the people who 
helped by making cakes, volunteering in various roles, donating plants, books and 
garden paraphernalia, giving raffle prizes and selling tickets - and everything else!  
It was a true community effort!  Thank you! 

The Mellor March     Sunday 26th September 2021 

A walk for family and friends in support of   cancer charities 

Cancer charities have suffered badly during the  past year and a half so we 
hope to make the  March this year a bumper event 

                                 Please spread the word 

Knit and Knatter  Thursday mornings    10.30 – 12.00 
 Knit and Natter group is up and running again in the Parish Centre. You don’t 
need to knit anything, or even know how to knit, but we do have some              
interesting chats.  Many of us are beginners, but even the people who are very 
good knitters have resorted to knitting squares so that they can concentrate on 
chatting.  If you do want to knit, there are lots of spare needles and balls of wool.  
Either way, if you’re at a loose end on a Thursday morning you will be made very 
welcome. 

During Covid restrictions we have been bringing along our own tea and coffee, 
but when things are back to normal we provide tea, coffee and biscuits for a 
small fee which is currently £5 a month.   Any profits we make go to the Parish 
Centre. 
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 Established 1920                         Tel 427 2276                        

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 
M.N.A.F.D 

Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

Malcolm  Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years’ Anniversary” 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

G R Yeates Ltd 
Shell Petrol Station,  

54 Stockport Road, Marple, SK6 6AE 

MOT Testing 

Servicing and repairs—all makes 
and models 

Brakes, clutches, exhausts, welding 

0161 427 2348 
A family business 

  
 
 
 

‘All your fire needs’ 

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried 
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and    

briquettes 

Stove sales and installations  

NACS certified chimney sweeping 

Tel: 0161 327 1656 
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk 
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As seen from Cow Corner                                   Silly Point 

Despite achieving respectable scores in the first three matches of the 
season, the local cricket team lost every game, but were obviously 
hopeful of a change of fortune thereafter. They got that! It rained for 
the next two games and the next was cancelled due to Covid. 

The following fixtures were back-to-back matches against Hawk Green, but still 
no success. Mellor lost by three wickets in the first of the encounters, and in the  
second Hawk Green, batting first, made a mammoth 301 for four. Mellor, in    
reply, did not disgrace themselves, but could not hope to reach the target, and 
were all out for 233. A lot of runs in an afternoon. 

In the next match against Cheadle Hulme, Mellor had been encouraged by the 
amount of runs scored in their previous outing, so decided to bat first. A century 
by their opening batsman helped the team to reach a very respectable 219 for 
the loss of four wickets. In reply, the opposition batsmen also found runs easy to 
come by on the placid strip, and almost overhauled the Mellor total but fell short 
by just seven runs. Although the match was drawn, Mellor got the majority of the 
points, as they did not dismiss all of the Cheadle Hulme batsmen. 

Buoyed up by all the recent number of runs, Mellor continued to reach targets of 
over a hundred in their next two games, but against Brooklands, the visitors 
reached the total for the loss of four wickets, and Styal lost seven in their         
successful chase. 

In contrast to the relatively dismal showing of the senior team, the three junior 
teams have fared much better with victories against Middlewich, Timperley,    
Romiley, Sandbach, Didsbury, and Heaton Mersey. However a thrilling match was 
lost against Oxton. Mellor batted first and attained a total of 120 in their allotted 
overs. The match went to the last ball, when mayhem took over. In order to try 
to stop the required single, the fielders decided to go where they felt like it and 
would not keep in their positions. Control was lost, as much shouting and 
pointing took over, all to no avail, as the single was scrambled off that last ball. 

Hyde, a very vocal team, have proved a stumbling block, as both the matches 
played have been lost by just a couple of runs on each occasion. 

The Mellor fielders sometimes have difficulty in maintaining their composure, as 
they, inadvertently, kick the ball over the boundary, or escort the rolling ball to 
the boundary rope. 

Comedy capers sometimes take over, when the visiting batsmen take a quick  
single, and then for the Mellor fielder to hurl the ball, perhaps a matter of feet, at 
the wickets, in attempting a run out, only for the ball to miss and travel many 
yards past, and then for it to be retrieved, and hurled back, when again it misses 
the target and runs many yards past. Eventually the ball comes to rest, but not 
before the batsmen have completed, perhaps, three runs. In the meantime, the 
umpire has been taking avoiding action in the exchange. 
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‘Happy Homes and how to make them’                           Mike Barley 
On one of my trawls of the charity shop bookshelves, (my ‘library’), I found this 
little book, published in 1883. I thought we needed to share some of its advice. 
Here are some of the  chapter headings and sub-headings: 

Advice to young men seeking a wife  

Mind where you pick her up 

See that she is of domestic habits 

Advice to a young woman seeking a husband 

Know something about him 

Have nothing to do with a lazy skulking man 

He should have a good temper 

The mutual duties of married life 

Do not expect too much 

Moderate your expectations 

Be prepared to be disappointed in each other 

Special duties of the husband 

Make your home your castle 

Make yourself useful 

Remember that she is the weaker vessel 

Special duties of the wife 

Learn to submit 

Set out with good intentions 

Within these pages there is so much more good advice! Please don’t take it too 
seriously! 

Laughs with  Lynda   Knock.  Knock. 

                                     Who’s there? 

                                     To. 

                                     To who? 

                                     No.  To whom. 

 

               What did the DNA say to the other DNA? 

               Do these genes make me look fat? 

 

               I’d like to make another funny chemistry joke. 

               But all the good ones ARGON. 
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                                        Church Rotas 

                                       Stewards Rota 

                                         Flower Rota 

If you wish to change a date, need a key or have any query, please contact Jill Baker 
(07881 902533 or jillbaker427@hotmail.com). The church key is also available from the    
Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings only. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

1 August M Lowe & H Kennedy Aug S Norbury & S Edmundson 

8 August J & R Elliott   

15 August P Cunningham & I Morris  Please arrange your own            
substitute.   

If necessary contact Anthea Mason 
on 449 9815 if there are any      
problems . 

22 August M Leng  

29 August A Shaw & C Duckworth  

5 Sept M McAllister & M Williams  

For 8.30 am please arrange your own substitute.      f you cannot steward at 10am, please 

arrange your own replacement.  If this is not possible email Rachel – redwards@nhs.net 

1st    August   Wedding flowers                               5th Sept         Janet Jones 
8th   August    Wedding flowers                              12th Sept       wedding flowers 
15th August    Lorraine Forbes                                19th Sept        Ann Preston 
22nd August   Pam Holt                                            26th Sept       Harriet Mitchell  
29th  August   Wedding flowers 

Date                                     8.30am                                           10am  

1 August                             P Cooke                                      H Ruffell  

8 August                             A Mason                                     L Forbes  

15 August                           P Cunningham                          C Starling  

22 August                           P Cooke                                      M Williams 

29 August                           A Mason                                     S McAllister 
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                               PRAYER FOR AUGUST 

For the beauty of the earth, 

   for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

   over and around us lies, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our grateful hymn of praise. 

 

For the beauty of each hour 

   of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

   sun and moon and stars of light, 

Lord of all to thee we raise 

this our grateful hymn of praise. 

 

Folliott S Pierpoint (1835-1917) 
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                                    From the Registers 

                                             Funerals in Church 

               We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy 

                   Lawrence Birtwistle – on  Monday 28th June 

                          Lady Barbara Sanders – on Thursday 8th July 

                             Funeral at the crematorium 
                                         Lucy Jelleyman    Thursday 24th June  
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OUTLOOK ONLINE 
The editors of Outlook hope you have enjoyed this online edition of the 

magazine.   Many readers prefer a printed copy delivered to their door to be 

enjoyed at their leisure and to keep.  The subscription for the printed copy is 

just £5/year – this covers the cost of printing and distribution.    

 

If you would like to subscribe and receive your monthly printed copy  simply 

email  davidjell@sky.com  with your name and address and – bingo!- it will 

arrive at your door.  The person delivering will collect your annual subscrip-

tion of £5 each year or if you live at a distance it will be posted to you and 

you can pay the subscription plus P&P by contacting the Parish Centre office 

(0161 484 5079 or emailing office@mellorchurch.org ) 
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Donations to Mellor Church  

Mellor Church depends on voluntary donations from members of the     
congregation, members of the local community, supporters and visitors. 
We are fortunate in that a significant number of people make regular       
donations by standing order from their bank but, to maintain our ability to      
support the local and wider community, we are also very grateful for        
one-off donations.  

To make a donation, you can  

1. Send a cheque - payable to Mellor PCC - to the Parish Office, Church 
Road, Mellor SK6 5LX (please write your name and address on the 
back of the cheque), or  

2. Make a donation online to the church bank account - Acct. 47943076, 
Sort Code 01-05-51 (please put your house number and postcode as a 
reference), or  

3. Make a donation through the church website - click ‘home’ and then 
‘donate’, or  

4. Scan the QR code below on your smartphone for an easy way to do-
nate (do please click ‘gift aid’ if you are eligible).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to make a regular donation, please contact the Parish 
Office (484 5079 to ask for a standing order form. 
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 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 W al l ing  
 Blockpav ing  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fenc ing  

 

 
 

 
Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday and 
Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 
Ann Preston 01663 762210 

 

Peak Paving 
 

Bu i l d i n g  an d  l an ds c ap i ng  s e r v i c es  
Al l  a r eas  o f  bu i l d i ng  w or k  und er t ak en  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

     PIANO LESSONS in Mellor or online 

                    Ruth Holt BA, ALCM PGCE 
                       Beginners – Grade 8, tinies to oldies. 

                   Enquires to ruthholt.mellor@gmail.com 

                                           Or 07532 122982 
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting   

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911/07855 785 450    Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


