
                 
 
            

       News from St Thomas Church:    
    Week c/c Sunday the 16th May 2021

            Coming Home
The other day my husband called me over to look at something through the 
window. “ Look for a moment and watch… a blue tit is making a nest in that hole in 
the garden wall” he said. And sure enough a little head appeared and checking all 
was safe it flew off to find some more materials to build a home. Returning a 
couple of minutes later with a beak full of suitable home making materials.


Swallows in turn, return to the same nest year after year. With a little refurbishment, 
the home is ready to welcome the next generation. It is fascinating that the 
destination of such a long journey from another continent is the fragile little grass 
and mud homes somewhere in the rafters of a shed or barn in the UK. 

It suggests that one can undertake any voyage if the destination is home. Humble 
or grand, home is where your heart belongs. The same is true whether it’s for a 
blue tit, swallow or a human being.


1



Home is where the heart is. It stands for the sure centre where individual life is 
shaped and from where it journeys forth. In a sense that is exactly what spirituality 
is: the art of homecoming.


At Pentecost we will be returning back into our church ‘home’. For a long time 
now, we’ve been unable to physically gather together and spend time sharing 
conversations. 


Our services will be returning to the familiar times of 8.30am and 10.00am. I will be 
looking forward to welcoming familiar faces and new faces. 


Many people are wanting to return to normality which I fully understand but this is 
also an opportunity to move forwards and build something different. 


Drawing on all we have learned over the last year and valuing the new friends we 
have made, through the wonders of technology the 10.00am service will be live 
streamed so we can worship alongside each other wherever we find ourselves in 
the world.


I hope you will be able to join us on the 23rd May for a warm welcome ‘home’.


Best wishes, 

Tracy 

Bible readings for Sunday the 16th May 2021

 
1st reading: Acts1.15-17, 21-end

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said,“Friends, the scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us 
and was allotted his share in this ministry.”  

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to 
his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the 
place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 
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own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles.


2nd reading: John 17.6-19

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 
know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 1All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, 
I protected them in your name that[a] you have given me. I guarded them, and not 
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost,[b] so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of 
the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.


Prayer for the day
Risen, ascended Lord,

as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,

that all who are estranged by sin

may find forgiveness and know your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.


Notices…  
Below are the list of services for May 2021:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday each week 
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10.00am Morning Prayer and 7pm Compline/Night Prayer on our YouTube channel: 
‘Worship from St Thomas’ (https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq) 


Wednesday mornings 10.00am Said Holy Communion in the Parish Centre.


10.00am Zoom Sunday service Zoom link for our final Sunday Service

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86792362778

(You can click on this link directly from the homepage of our website 
www.mellorchurch.org )


12.00 midday - Holy Communion in church. Numbers will be restricted due to 
current Covid 19 regulations.


Many people have expressed how they miss singing the hymns in church. At 
the end of our 12.00midday service we will all go outside church with our 
choir and sing together our final hymn. If you are able, wrap up warm if the 
weather is cold and come and sing with us. All are welcome. 

Choral Evensong-  16th May 2021 at 6.30pm

Pentecost Sunday on the 23rd May 2021
8.30am Said Holy Communion in church

10.00am Sung Holy Communion in Church. This service will be live streamed and 
available to join in with on our YouTube Channel ‘Worship from St Thomas’. 
Numbers will still be restricted in compliance with current Covid19 regulations so 
please do contact the Parish Office from Monday to Thursday from 9.30am - 
12.00pm to pre-book a seat. 
Contact : T. 0161 484 5079.   Email: office@mellorchurch.org

From Pentecost Sunday we will no longer be holding 10.00am Zoom Sunday 
services.

Our church is open for private prayer and reflection everyday during daylight 
hours. Maybe light a candle in prayer… or just sit and listen to the music…

Prayer resources are also available in church for you to use at home.


The Monday Prayer Group will be meeting again from 10.30 - 11.00am in church.

All are welcome to come along and join them for a 

half hour of quiet prayer.
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Thy Kingdom Come 
On Thursday the 13th May 2021 we 
celebrate Ascension Day. As a world 
wide church we our invited to spend 
the 10 days from Ascension to 
Pentecost in prayer.

This time of prayer mirrors the time 
of prayer spent by those first 
disciples after Jesus’ ascension to 
the day of Pentecost when, filled with 
God’s Holy Spirit the disciples 
started to share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ with anyone and 
everyone and the church was born!


Please click on the link below to find out more…


https://www.thykingdomcome.global 




A ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ Prayer Journal 
specifically covering these 10 days is available to 
take away as a hard copy in church and also to 
download from our website: mellorchurch.org
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The 50 days from Easter to Pentecost are a 
unique period in the history of the Christian faith. 
‘The Lord is Risen! takes us on a journey 
through Luke that strengthens, challenges, 
deepens and renews our Christian discipleship. 
‘In this vivid retelling of Luke’s story, the reader 
starts to see these encounters as a pattern for 
their own encounters with the risen Christ’ writes 
Dr Bridget Nichols, Lay Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Ely. 

Revd Tracy Ward is inviting you to a Zoom meeting to informally explore together 
the life changing event of the resurrection and its impact on those first disciples 
and their world. Together we will explore how we can relate the experiences of 
those first disciples with our own experiences today.


Topic: Bible Study- 'The Lord Is Risen' based on Luke 24 
Time: This is a recurring meeting on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm starting the 
5th May 2021.


Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83159650214?
pwd=L2FsbEZBOFFXV0czbCtKQlJpVUpCdz09


Meeting ID: 831 5965 0214

Passcode: 828467


If possible please purchase a copy of the book ‘The Lord Is Risen’ by Steven Croft 
and read through the first chapter ‘The First Day - Luke 24.1-12’ prior to our 
meeting.


The Annual Church Parochial Meeting will take place on Monday 17th May and, 
due to the Covid 19 restrictions, will be a virtual meeting held via Zoom. Everyone 
who is on the electoral roll of the parish is welcome to attend. Anyone not  on the 
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electoral roll is entitled to attend the first part of the meeting which will elect 
stewards for the coming year. 


Details of the meeting and the Zoom link is shown below.  (This is the same link 
that is used for the Sunday 10am Zoom services) 


Topic: APCM Meeting 

Time 19.30 

Date Monday 17th May 2021


Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86792362778


Meeting ID: 867 9236 2778

One tap mobile

+442080806592,,86792362778# United Kingdom

+443300885830,,86792362778# United Kingdom


Dial by your location

        +44 208 080 6592 United Kingdom

        +44 330 088 5830 United Kingdom

        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom

        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom

        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom

        +44 203 901 7895 United Kingdom

        +44 208 080 6591 United Kingdom

Meeting ID: 867 9236 2778


Things to try this week:

When you ask people what enables them to experience God’s wholeness, you’ll 
hear a variety of answers. Over the next few weeks, I invite you to experiment with 
various practices and see how they feel to you. Dedicate some time each evening, 
maybe after dinner or at bedtime, and evaluate your experience of wholeness 
during each day. 

Silence. Take some time during the day to be silent. Push yourself to experience a 
longer silence than you have ever experienced before. Focus on your breath. As 
much as you can, relax into a sense of rest and peace from God.
Prayer response: Confess to God the anxious thoughts that compromise your 
experience of silence. Ask God to forgive you for the ways anxiety manifests your 
lack of trust in God’s goodness. 
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Read Psalm 46. Focus particularly on verses 1 to 3. Name the earthquakes and 
storms in your life, and express your desire to “be still and know that I am God” in 
the midst of them.

Looking ahead …

Readings to ponder over this coming week...
 
1st reading: Acts 2.1-21
2nd reading: John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15

All my best wishes to you and yours, 

 
 Revd Tracy
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