
              
 
 

      News from St Thomas Church:    
Week c/c Sunday the 28th March 2021

         Palm Sunday 

                                                
This Sunday is Palm Sunday and marks the start of Holy Week. In pre Covid19 
years we have met in the Devonshire Arms carpark and walked up the hill singing 
hymns all the way up to the church for the start of the service. In years gone by the 
procession started in the Marple Bridge and processed up the hill. People stop 
and watch, usually in silence. Many of them wondering what is going on.


Not being one of nature’s street corner evangelists, I have mixed feelings about 
these occasions. They lack some of the gusto and sense of tradition of such 
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processions in Italy or Spain. After spending one Holy Week staying with friends in 
Belgium we witnessed celebrations that involved large elaborate processions with 
loud drums and trumpets and all ages dressing up in medieval costume. The 
whole town was involved and there was lots of laughter and a real sense of 
occasion. It was an experience that has long stayed with me. I loved every minute 
of it.


Holy Week in many traditionally Christian European countries is a fascinating time 
to witness centuries-old traditions and large elaborate processions taking over city 
streets. 


The photo above shows Easter celebrations in Florence and is known as the 
Scoppio del Carro (the explosion of the cart). On Easter Sunday, a 30-foot tall 
antique cart dating back 500 years is hauled by a team of white oxen from Porta al 
Prato to the Piazza del Duomo and accompanied by 150 soldiers, musicians and 
revellers costumed in 15th century dress. The cart is loaded with fireworks and has 
a wire that stretches all the way to the altar inside the Duomo. After singing Gloria 
in excelsis Deo in Easter Mass, the archbishop lights a fuse inside a mechanical 
dove connected to the wire which speeds through the church and ignites the 
fireworks inside the cart for a 20-minute display that is supposed to guarantee a 
good harvest and good business for the upcoming year.


Something to think about then for Easter 2022 maybe…


Tracy.x 

Bible readings for Sunday the 28th March 2021

 
1st reading: Isaiah 50.4-9a

The Lord God has given me

    the tongue of a teacher,[a]

that I may know how to sustain

    the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens—

    wakens my ear

    to listen as those who are taught.

5  
The Lord God has opened my ear,

    and I was not rebellious,

    I did not turn backward.

6  
I gave my back to those who struck me,
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    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face

    from insult and spitting.

7  
The Lord God helps me;

    therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint,

    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;

8  
    he who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me?

    Let us stand up together.

Who are my adversaries?

    Let them confront me.

9  
It is the Lord God who helps me;

    who will declare me guilty?

All of them will wear out like a garment;

    the moth will eat them up.


2nd reading: Mark11.1-11
11 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 
street. As they were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who 
went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna!

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

10  
    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the 
twelve. 
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Collect for Palm Sunday
True and humble king,

hailed by the crowd as Messiah:

grant us the faith to know you and love you

that we may be found beside you

on the way of the cross,

which is the path of glory.


Notices…  

             Holy Week & Easter 2021

Palm Sunday 


10.00am Zoom Sunday service to celebrate Jesus entering Jerusalem. 

Zoom link for this and all our Sunday Services

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86792362778

(You can click on this link directly from the homepage of our website 
www.mellorchurch.org )


Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday  of Holy Week  

10.00am Morning Prayer and meditation and 7pm Compline/Night Prayer on our 
YouTube channel: ‘Worship from St Thomas’ (https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq) 


Maundy Thursday 

Morning Prayer at 10.00am on our YouTube Channel - ‘Worship from St Thomas’ 
and at 7pm a beautiful Tenebrae Service (extinguishing of lights) via zoom. Details 
below:

St Thomas Tenebrae Service  
Join Zoom Meeting ID: 84514935054.     

Good Friday  
10.00am Morning Prayer on our Youtube Channel 

12.00 – 3.00pm Vigil at the cross outside the church. Due to current restrictions 
numbers attending for each half hour vigil will be limited. 

Please telephone 07546 927052 Monday, Wednesday or Thursday of Holy Week 
up to 12.00 midday to reserve a timed space at the vigil. 

For those unable to come up to church, the cross will be live on our YouTube 
channel (https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq).

After 3.00pm the cross will move into the church which will be open for private 
prayer.


Easter Saturday 
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Family activities: Exploring a churchyard trail…. walking a family ’Stations of the 
Cross’ outdoors... Building an Easter garden.

See our website for details.


Easter Sunday  
6.30am dawn service from outside church. The service will be live streamed on our 
YouTube Channel for you to take part at home. 


10.00 am A special Easter Morning Service on our You tube channel - ‘Worship 
from St Thomas’  (https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq) 

12.00 midday - Said Holy Communion in church. Numbers will be restricted so 
please tel 07546 927052 Monday, Wednesday or Thursday of Holy Week up to 
12.00 midday to reserve a space in church. 

Our church is open for private prayer and reflection everyday during daylight hours. 
Maybe light a candle in prayer… or just sit and listen to the music…
Prayer resources are also available in church for you to use at home.

Looking ahead …

Readings to ponder over this coming week...

 

1st reading: Acts 10.34-43 

2nd reading: John 20.1-18

All my best wishes to you and yours, 
 
 Revd Tracy
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