
              
 
 

         News from St Thomas Church: 
 Week commencing the 7th February 2021

How are you?  

We are learning that there is simply no one, nor right, way to be present to 
this year 2021, or as some are calling it - 2020 version 2.
For those who entered 2021 with hope and anticipation - how is it you are 
able to do so and what are the hopes you are holding on to?  
For those who enter 2021 with fear, uncertainty, or hopelessness - what might 
you need to accompany you this year? 

 
How best can we offer you community?  
How can we be present to you where you need it most?



Then there’s this thought - perhaps, despite what we are offering or how you 
are doing at any particular moment in time, we are required to simply offer 
you ‘Sanctuary’. Sanctuary says 'we' rather than 'I'. It is belonging—the 
building block of community.”

Our hope then, for this year is to offer you a continued sense of sanctuary 
through spaces for wellness & for sadness, spaces for rest & reflection, 
spaces for learning and creating and spaces for listening to your story.

Lent is traditionally a time when we give up something. Maybe in Lent 2021 
we can pause to reflect on what we have all given up and/or the people we 
have lost to Covid 19 throughout the last year. Many things will have changed 
including ourselves. 
What have you discovered about yourself, your family, your friends and 
neighbours and also strangers?
What is worth holding onto and what can you let go of?

Our church will continue to remain open everyday for private prayer and 
reflection. I hope you can make it your own ‘space’ or ‘sanctuary’.

Bible readings for Sunday the 7th February 2021
 
1st reading: Proverbs 8.1, 22-31

8  
Does not wisdom call,

    and does not understanding raise her voice?


Wisdom’s Part in Creation 
22  
The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,

    the first of his acts of long ago.

23  
Ages ago I was set up,

    at the first, before the beginning of the earth.

24  
When there were no depths I was brought forth,

    when there were no springs abounding with water.




25  
Before the mountains had been shaped,

    before the hills, I was brought forth—

26  
when he had not yet made earth and fields,

    or the world’s first bits of soil.

27  
When he established the heavens, I was there,

    when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,

28  
when he made firm the skies above,

    when he established the fountains of the deep,

29  
when he assigned to the sea its limit,

    so that the waters might not transgress his command,

when he marked out the foundations of the earth,

30  
    then I was beside him, like a master worker;

and I was daily his delight,

    rejoicing before him always,

31  
rejoicing in his inhabited world

    and delighting in the human race.


2nd reading: John 1.1-14

The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, 



and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth.

 

Notices…  

10.00am Morning Prayer and 7.00pm Compline services our Youtube 
Channel - Worship from St Thomas - will continue Monday to Friday.

10.00am Sunday Zoom services will continue until further notice. Please do 
share the zoom link with family, friends, neighbours …in fact anyone really…

Our church is open for private prayer and reflection everyday during 
daylight hours. Maybe light a candle in prayer… or just sit and listen to the 
music…
Prayer resources are also available in church for you to use at home.

Suggestions for Books to read during Lent:

 #Live Lent: God’s Story, Our Story invites each of us to 
reflect on our own story of God and how we might share it 
through our everyday lives as part of our Christian witness.
This booklet is pocket sized with a short reflection for each 
day from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day.
Available from chpublishing.co.uk

 

http://chpublishing.co.uk


Pilgrim Journeys:40 days of reflection on The Lord’s 
Prayer invites you to look with fresh eyes at the prayer 
Jesus taught his followers— which continues to shape the 
lives of Christians across the world.

Each day includes a short reflection on a Bible reading 
and an invitation to ponder how each line of this great 
prayer can help us to grow in faith and to live a good and 
fruitful life. Available from chpublishing.co.uk

At a time of change, uncertainty and widespread anxiety, 
we need to discover again the freshness of our most 
familiar spiritual resources.
Stephen Cherry’s Lent Book does exactly this by inviting 
the reader to immerse themselves in the most central, 
important and iconic of Christian prayers — the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Our Father.

A request from the Bellringers
 
From this Friday, 5th Feb and through the weekend, it’s the Feast of St Agatha 
of Sicily, the patron Saint of both church bells and sufferers of breast cancer.
 
In Sicily the feast is characterised by the making of breast-shaped cakes and 
in Mellor the bellringers attempt to emulate this with Bakewell tarts.

http://chpublishing.co.uk


 
The bellringers have noted that because of the pandemic, cancer sufferers 
are receiving less attention, and so they feel that this celebration of St.Agatha 
should address this problem.   Here is what they would like you to do:
 
From 7pm on Friday, take a picture of you ringing a bell outside  - any bell – 
even a bell-push – and email it to the bellringers at  ringabellday@gmail.com 
together with a note giving your name and details of your donation eg £5 to 
Breast Cancer Care.  (See below for some charity suggestions)
 
The bellringers will be making a mosaic of the pictures and keep a running 
total of the contributions.
When you make the donation, please mention the “Ring a Bell” initiative to 
the charity.
 
Please feel free to choose your own cancer charity, but here are a few 
suggestions

 
Breast Cancer Care/ Brest Cancer Now  https://breastcancernow.org/
The Pink Ribbon Foundation   https://www.pinkribbonfoundation.org.uk/
Cancer Research UK  https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/

With your help, St.Agatha will be doubly enjoying her celebrations this year!

                         
                                                       
 
Thinking ahead…
Readings for Sunday the 14th February 2021. Something to ponder over this 
coming week...
 
1st reading: 2 Kings 2.1-12


mailto:ringabellday@gmail.com
https://breastcancernow.org/
https://www.pinkribbonfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/


2nd reading: Mark 9.2-9 
All my best wishes to you and yours,
 
Tracy.x
 
Revd Tracy Ward
 
 
  


