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Week commencing the 14th February
                               2021

Happy Valentines Day to you all.

I think that this year more than ever we need to celebrate this day of love. 
This last year may have deepened our understanding of love in many ways.

May be we have realised that those we love are more precious to us than 
gold or silver or treasure. Their presence in our lives helps us to understand 
more about who we are and what is important to us.



Maybe this year our thoughts are with those we love who aren’t physically 
able to be with us. This Valentines Day they are held especially close in our 
hearts.

Maybe this year we have had to say goodbye to someone we love. Someone 
who has touched our lives in ways that we are only now realising. We 
remember the gift of love that they shared with us.

On Valentines Day 2021 maybe take a moment to stop and be thankful for all 
the ways that love touches our lives and because of being loved we are the 
better for it.

Bible readings for Sunday the 14th February 2021
 
1st reading: 2 Kings 2.1-12

Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
2 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 
here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord 
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master 
away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” 
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will 
take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 
silent.”

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the 
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of 
prophets[c] also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 
were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 
and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double 
share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if 



you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots 
of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.


2nd reading: Matthew 17.1-9

The Transfiguration 
17 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
dazzling white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 
you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples 
heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when 
they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”


Notices…  

Our services from Monday to Friday are at 10.00am for Morning Prayer and at 
7.00pm for Compline,. Both can be found on our Youtube channel ‘Worship from 
St Thomas’. Below is the URL link to access ‘Worship from St Thomas’

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUI_VQEoL1RHcxOlXq8DmhA?view_as=subscriber


Please join us on Sunday mornings at  10.00am for a Zoom Worship service 
Click on the link below and it will take you straight there;

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86792362778

Please do share the zoom link with family, friends, neighbours …in fact 
anyone really…

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUI_VQEoL1RHcxOlXq8DmhA?view_as=subscriber
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86792362778


If you don’t have a computer, but would value joining in the 10.00am services
— you can just pick up the phone and there you are!
Here’s how to do it:
Dial 0203 481 5237 and when asked give the log on for the service which is

867 9236 2778#. 

Then when prompted, enter # again in place of password (which is embedded 
in the above code). That’s it! The zoom master will let you in and welcome 
you.

Our church is open for private prayer and reflection everyday during 
daylight hours. Maybe light a candle in prayer… or just sit and listen to the 
music…
Prayer resources are also available in church for you to use at home.

Alison Allcard is taking orders for Easter Eggs from the ‘Meaningful 
Chocolate Co’. There are a variety of eggs available and Alison will be 
able to give you more information on choice and prices. Please contact 
Alison on: alison@allcard.org.uk to place your order.

Following last Sunday’s service Revd Robin Phillips contacted Mike who 
would like to share Robin’s message to us all:

He sent me a message by email after this morning Zoom service to let me 
know that he had been able to listen to the service and it was good to be 
with us in spirit. He was unable to join us, this time, on Zoom but Jonathan 
was going to sort this out. It was good to see Jonathan on Zoom.


"Jonathan has sent a message that Dad has had many cards and letters 
from the parish so many thanks for sharing my email with all your 
connections at Mellor.


He will make sure that all these messages are copied into the on-line book of 
remembrance which will open over the weekend, the link to which is 
attached below 

www.tolbc.com/ElizabethPhillips

The family " would be pleased if you can leave messages, photos and video 
clips should you wish in the book”


As you may know that Robin, Richard and Jonathan have  have set up a 
JustGiving page, the link is attached below


mailto:alison@allcard.org.uk
http://www.tolbc.com/ElizabethPhillips


https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/remembering-elizabeth-phillips

They have said "We believe that Liz, whose life was always focused on 
helping others, and was very recently investigating how her Occupational 
Therapy skills could be used to assist those with Autism, would have really 
approved of this charity, as she loved dogs too.  So if you would like, it’s a 
great way to celebrate her life, by making a donation"


Suggestions for Books to read during Lent:

 #Live Lent: God’s Story, Our Story invites each of us to 
reflect on our own story of God and how we might share it 
through our everyday lives as part of our Christian witness.
This booklet is pocket sized with a short reflection for each 
day from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day.
Available from chpublishing.co.uk

 

Pilgrim Journeys:40 days of reflection on The Lord’s 
Prayer invites you to look with fresh eyes at the prayer 
Jesus taught his followers— which continues to shape the 
lives of Christians across the world.

Each day includes a short reflection on a Bible reading 
and an invitation to ponder how each line of this great 
prayer can help us to grow in faith and to live a good and 
fruitful life. Available from chpublishing.co.uk

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/remembering-elizabeth-phillips
http://chpublishing.co.uk
http://chpublishing.co.uk


At a time of change, uncertainty and widespread anxiety, 
we need to discover again the freshness of our most 
familiar spiritual resources.
Stephen Cherry’s Lent Book does exactly this by inviting 
the reader to immerse themselves in the most central, 
important and iconic of Christian prayers — the Lord’s
Looking ahead…

Readings for Sunday the 21st February 2021. Something to 
ponder over this coming week...
 
1st reading: Genesis 9.8-17


2nd reading: Mark 1.9-15

All my best wishes to you and yours,
 
Tracy.x
 
Revd Tracy Ward
 
 
  


