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Vicar’s Viewpoint 

Advent… the meaning is in the waiting.  

This year in particular we have all had to do a lot of waiting. Waiting during      
periods of lockdown for a time when we can safely meet with family and friends. 
Waiting for test results to say whether or not we are Covid-19 positive. Waiting 
for the arrival of a vaccine. In a world where everything seems to be speeding up, 
waiting can seem counter-cultural.  

Advent in Church is also a time of preparation. 

It’s a few weeks breathing space in the busy month of December to take time to 
look back at where we have come from, whose voices have shaped our faith, 
where did we wander off track and where exactly is God in all of this. 

The words of the prophet Micah remind us what it is that God asks of us:  

Do justice, Love kindness and walk humbly with God. 

Looking back over the past year many of us will have consciously or not ticked 
these boxes… There have been many acts of kindness reported both nationally 
and locally. People have reached out to neighbours and strangers like never   
before.  The Black Lives Matter movement has rightly highlighted to us all the 
injustice and inequality experienced by many coloured people in the UK and 
globally. The Climate Change rallies have also woken us up to the environmental 
crisis our planet faces. We have all been humbled by how the whole world has 
been brought to its knees by an invisible enemy. Humbled and reminded that we 
need to work together and put aside differences for the greater good of all. 

I hope before we rush headlong in to the wonderful celebration of Christmas 
that we will take time to pause and look backwards to see how far we have 
come.  To take time to pause and reflect on what we want to hold on to and    
carry forwards. As we approach the end of of 2020 I am reminded of the words      
spoken by King George VI in 1939 during his Christmas broadcast to the nation 
where he read the words from a poem called The Gate of the Year: 

‘And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

”Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”  And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.’ 

May you and yours enjoy a peace filled-Christmas and a hope-filled New Year. 

Best wishes 

Tracy x 
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Christmas Services 
Because of lockdown restrictions we are unable to invite worshippers to our  
ever popular Christmas Services this year, but we are doing our best to enable 
you all to be part of the celebrations by an invitation to join our online services 
which will be on our YouTube channel “Worship from St.Thomas”.  If you paste 
this link into your browser, you will be taken straight there:                         
https://bit.ly/2ynuqHq 

Here you can join our morning service and night prayer each weekday at 
10.00am and 7.00pm and for Christmas you will be able to join our special     
services for the festive season.    Here are the details: 

Sunday 20th December                                     FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

On our YouTube channel from 6.30pm 

Thursday 24th December  Christmas Eve      CRIB SERVICE 

On our YouTube channel from 4.00pm 

Thursday 24th December  Christmas Eve     MIDNIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

On our YouTube channel from 11.30pm 

Friday 25th December ChristmasDay             A CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATION 

On our YouTube channel from 10.00am 

To add to your enjoyment of these services, a carol booklet will be available to 
enable you to sing along in your own homes.  This booklet will be available to 
download from the website’s Christmas page ready for the Festival of Carols on 
20th December. 

If you cannot get access to our website, you can call in to the Parish Centre 
Office after lockdown restrictions have been lifted, or pick up a copy from the 
church, or ask for a copy to be posted to you. 

Furthermore, the Church will be open every day from 3rd December to the end 
of the month for private prayer and to enjoy the festive decorations. All are  
welcome to come and find a breathing space during the busy weeks leading up 
to Christmas. 

Because there is no Crib Service in the church this year, where toys are brought 
for the Wood Street Mission, this Christmas toy gifts can be brought to the 
church and placed in the donation boxes in the chancel. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Peace-filled New Year. 

Revd Tracy 

We hope you like the enclosed Christmas card. This has the same information as 
in Outlook. Do feel free to deliver or send the card to a neighbour, friend or     
relative. 
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                     Annual Box Opening Event Raises £2,366 

Cast your mind back to that Open Garage Day in October.  How blessed we all 
were with the dry weather and lovely autumn sunshine!   Half of our 60               
box-holders brought their boxes and several neighbours came up the drive - full of 
curiosity and with money in their hands.  One of them, Julie Baines, won the raffle 
basket - she was delighted. 

 

The following day a few phone calls caused a spate of boxes to tumble on to     
doorsteps to be picked up;  further phone calls caused a gentle drift of cheques to 
drop through our letterbox. 

 

It is such a joy to live among a community with such generosity of spirit.  I had 
sowed a seed with my suggestion that we might all top up our boxes this year -     
online shopping and the increased use of payment cards produce no small change 
- and the harvest from that seed was overwhelming.  In these difficult times it is 
reassuring that so many people really do care about helping our         country’s 
young people and children whose already difficult lives have been made much 
worse by this year’s Covid restrictions. 

 

Thanks to EVERYONE for donations, for boxes filled to the brim, for all the cheques 
to the Children’s Society.  ‘Thank you’ seems so small a phrase to use for your 
warm response and enormous generosity.  I do indeed sincerely thank you all.  
£2,366 is a record - £600 more than last year.   

 

‘Childhood should be a time of hope, happiness and safety……The Children’s      
Society works with the most vulnerable……we’re here for them when the worst 
has happened…..together with our supporters…..we’re listening, understanding 
and acting to make sure that every child can enjoy a safe childhood and a bright 
future.’ 

On behalf of the Society I say again,  THANK YOU.  Please contact me if you would 
like to become a box-holder and help support this valuable work. 

                                                           Jenny Johnson 427 1348 
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Editorial Meanderings 
Good Morning, Gentle Readers.  I start by saying Mrs. Editor has always been       
interested in genealogy and started on her own family tree when she was quite 
young and she has now traced much of her family history back to about the 13th        
century.  Genealogy has now, of course, become quite a popular subject because 
of programmes like Who do you think you are and the advent of companies like     
Ancestry.com online.  Most people are interested in their family history but don’t 
bother to pursue It or don’t know how to go about pursuing it.  Because of Mrs. 
Editor's interest in genealogy, however, one of our sons, together with his lady 
friend, Stephanie, paid for Mrs. Editor to have a DNA test by Ancestry.com. and 
they decided that it would only be fair to pay for the old man to have one as well.  
So I did.  We were sent particulars of the procedure by the company together with 
a little bottle each into which we had to deposit, as elegantly as possible, a sample 
of saliva. I would add that we both executed this potentially inelegant procedure  
extremely decorously and off it went in the post.  Fortunately, we didn't have to 
describe the contents of the package so the postman wouldn't think ‘Is this what 
my life has now come to?’ We then waited in excited trepidation for the result.        
Now, in the case of Mrs. Editor, as I said, she already had some knowledge of her 
family set-up.  For instance, she knew there were French Huguenots on her family 
tree who came over from France after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 
1685, and I knew I had an English father and a Welsh/Irish mother. I was born in 
Wales and brought up by a Welsh grandmother and an Irish grandfather from 
Cork. Ancestry.com send you, at intervals, little maps of Europe with circles 
around bits which involve your family.  Having an English father, I started off with 
a map with Britain circled (mainly Suffolk, which I knew was their area) and then 
Wales and Ireland.  However, when I received my latest DNA compilation, it was as 
follows: Ireland 38%, Wales 34%, England and Northwestern Europe 19% and 
what struck me with complete horror, SCOTLAND 6% and, not so horrible, Norway 
3%.  Scotland and Norway had NEVER entered my Ken (I am now entitled to use 
that word and I will be taking steps to find my tartan). Now, having worked in 
Scotland, i have always been someone who thought that Scotland was a beautiful 
country wasted on the Scots and I still can't believe it!  Anyway, I conclude these            
meanderings with a little amusing exchange which comes to mind and which      
involved myself and a gentleman who came to Mellor church with his wife on a 
few occasions. This gentleman and I were having a chat during coffee afterwards 
and they were a very pleasant retired couple. I felt they were, shall we say,         
financially successful and the gentleman mentioned one of his sons who he said 
lived in an impressive large old house in Gloucestershire or somewhere which he 
said had been built by the Secretary to the Archers.            

"Oh! Radio?" I asked  

"No. Agincourt." he replied. 
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Mellor Birds                                                                     Maggie Williams                                      

Here is a Christmas Quiz thanks to Margaret S. who said a friend in France sent it 
to her. 

HOW MANY BIRDS CAN YOU SPOT IN THE FOLLOWING? 

Bird-Watching Holiday 

Dear Ed, 

Starting early, we took it easily, and at the Bell Inn, Eton, we picked up Jack     
Dawling and Ernest. 

One chatted a lot, so time passed swiftly, but rain on the motorway was a grave 
nuisance. After lunch I decided to hand over the wheel and steal an hour’s sleep, 
before reaching Ullswater at midnight in gale-force winds. 

Next morning on to Scotland, where our hotel is in as fine a glen as I have ever 
seen, with rushing stream at the bottom of a steep lovers’ lane. It is all that is now 
left of an old mill, but it is now renovated and very smart inside – no other one for 
miles around! 

Eric rows, though awkwardly, leaving Anne to doze in the stern. Excellent food – 
no good for taking off inches from the waist or keeping wide awake. Nothing is 
wanting, except perhaps regular kilts and pipers. 

Love from all, Ardelle xx 

Answers to the Bird Quiz will be in January Outlook 

On 2nd November Marjorie H. on Fernwood recounted seeing at 
8.30am in her garden what looked like a big dog coming towards her 
balcony. She then saw it had long spindly legs. It tossed its head back , 
turned around showing a white bump of a tail and it rushed down the 
lawn. This was the first time in 45 years of living here that Marjorie 
had seen a deer- Muntjac. It was lovely. 

15th November 9am - dipper, pair of goosanders, kingfisher and      
nuthatch all by weir by viaduct. 

Bell-ringers to the rescue 
As Christmas shopping could be very difficult this year the bell ringers have       
produced a perfect stocking filler. The Quiz book is full of general knowledge    
questions ideal to keep the family/guests (if you are allowed any) awake after 
Christmas lunch. Priced at a bargain £3 (4 for £10) with free delivery in Mellor. Any 
profits to bell-ringers’ good causes. Purchase from the Parish Centre or 
via lowe_tim@sky.com 

 Also don’t forget still available Ring me sunshine greatest hits CD only £4. 
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ROB PRESTON 
P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC  

TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

10, Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

• TV 
• HI.FI 
• DVD 
• WASHERS/DRYERS 
• ELECTRIC 
COOKERS/OVENS 

• DISHWASHERS 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 

All locks expertly repaired and fitted. 
The latest anti-snap lock technology. 
uPVC door and window repair & care. 

24 hour call out, with no call-out charge. 
Full 12 month guarantee on all work. 
10% discount to readers of Outlook.  

[Quote ‘Mellor Parish’] 
Call to book your free winter  

Home Security Survey. 

0161 427 7025       

www.sure-locks.co.uk. 

We accept all major credit & debit cards. 

Love Your Animals     

Dog Walks (& group exercise area available). 
Young, senior, convalescent & small animal visits. 
     Mobile Livery, attendance for Farrier 
      

      BESPOKE ANIMAL CARE                           
      Fully insured and DBS checked 

   Gilly 07717 455 781 
   
www.loveyouranimals.co.uk 
care@loveyouranimals.co.uk                                  
                      

http://www.loveyouranimals.co.uk
mailto:Care@loveyouranimals.co.uk
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Opticians and contact lens practitioners 
Come and visit our new practice at 20 Stockport Road, Marple.  

We now stock Oakley, Rayban, Porsche Design, Vogue, Armani and others. 
Credited to test young children and diabetics. 

Telephone:  0161 427 4945                                          www.ridingopticians.co.uk 

 

 

• Stone Slating 

• Slating 

• Tiling 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Flat Roofs 

• Velux Windows 
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UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone    

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive     

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill.  

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK call    

centre in London: consistently best customer-rated combined utilities     

service in Which? magazine 

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation 
including Accident Claims, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney and Court of 

Protection Proceedings.  
 
 
Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson 

for any information you require.  
We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 

 

Your local tennis club, with recently refurbished courts; 

welcomes players of all ages and abilities for social and match tennis. 

We play the year round on all-weather, floodlit courts; Coaching available. 

New members welcome – call Richard 07976 572506 

Or join us for social tennis on a Saturday afternoon 

If interested telephone  

Nigel 07802 641096 or 

Trudy 07788 923957 

               Meet at 1:45pm for 2 pm start 
      Mellor Sports Club 215 Longhurst Lane 
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Chocolate Florentines                                            Jill Baker 
I like to make these for Christmas – they make a lovely gift and are 
quite special. They are time-consuming but this year we may have 
more time than usual. I have thought about baking a sheet and then 
breaking them up as that would certainly cut down on the shaping. 
( I saw them for sale like this in Vienna.) However I would need to 
do some practising and they would not look quite so special. This is 
a Nigel Slater recipe and I think it is pretty true to the original. 

Ingredients 

9oz/250gram of Belgian chocolate ( dark or milk – your preference) 

2 ½ oz/60g glace cherries                                           5 oz /150g flaked almonds 

5 ½ oz /165gbutter ( block)                                        4 oz/ (110g) caster sugar  

3 tablespoons double cream                                      1oz/25g plain flour 

3 ½ oz/95g candied peel ( I do buy the whole pieces from the internet (used to be 
able to  buy boxes in Sainsbury’s) finely chopped - it is different to mixed peel.) 

2 large baking trays either lined with baking parchment. Extra baking parchment 
for cooling the biscuits. Set oven to GM4/180C. 

This does require accurate weighing! First wash the sticky syrup from the        
cherries, putting them in a sieve and rinsing under the tap. Dry them with kitchen 
towel and roughly chop. Lightly crush the almonds with a rolling pin (less rather 
than more). Melt the butter in a medium-sized heavy-based saucepan, add the 
sugar and bring to the boil. Pour in the cream, then stir in the peel, cherries, flour 
and almonds. Stir for half a minute and remove from the heat. You need to              
concentrate on this part. Drop rounded dessert spoonfuls onto the prepared      
baking tray 4 inches 10 cm apart. Pat the mixture down a little with the back of a 
spoon and bake for 7 minutes in the centre of an oven. The mixture will have 
spread into loosely shaped biscuits. Take out of the oven and using a palette knife 
ease the thin loose edges towards the centre to give a round shape about 4 
in /10 cm in diameter. Return the biscuits to the oven until they are just brown at 
the edges - a further 5 to 6 mins. Take the tray from the oven and replace it with 
the second one. Reshape the Florentines you have just taken out of the oven   
before they have a chance to set. As each starts to set lift it onto a cooling rack 
lined with baking parchment ( do not miss this part out or they will stick to the 
wire rack). Repeat this process until all the mixture is used. When all your        
Florentines are cool you are ready to coat in chocolate. Melt the chocolate in a 
small basin over simmering water. Then dip each biscuit in chocolate on the flat         
underside. Turn each biscuit upside down for the chocolate to set ( you can make 
waving lines with a fork on this for a special effect). 

Listen to some Advent music whilst you do this but it does require some           
concentration ( cooking Sudoku). 
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Folklore of the Holly and the Ivy                                Diana Cole 

The interplay and rivalry of holly and ivy, an analogue of the domestic battle, 
shows clearly in medieval carols such as The Holly and the Ivy, the holly  dom-
inant, prickly and masculine, and the ivy clinging, compliant and          femi-
nine.  The holly that is brought in at Christmas (when the usual taboos on 
cutting it are briefly lifted) indicates who shall rule in the year to come: care-
ful households choose equal amounts of smooth holly for the wife and prick-
ly holly for the husband,  thus securing domestic harmony.   

 

Ivy, considered a feminine plant, ensures good fortune to the women of the 
household; a leaf left over from church decorations promotes the birth of 
twins.  To pick even one leaf of ivy growing on a church meant sickness but if 
it grew vigorously on a house its occupants would be safe from witchcraft 
and the Evil Eye.  Its withering, however, meant disaster lay ahead.   

 

In some counties the last harvest sheaf carried home in any parish was the 
‘Ivy Girl’, bound with ivy, dressed in lace and ribbons, and carried in triumph 
as the instrument of continuity and increase for the farm.  Sometimes the Ivy 
Girl became an ironical prize presented to the farmer who had been slowest 
in finishing his harvest.   

 

The shining barbed leaves, white flowers and scarlet berries of the holly    
ensure it has been  considered to be a plant of lightning, eternal life and the 
White Goddess, important long before its adoption by the early Christians.  
Scarlet, the colour of the berries, is the supreme witch deterrent.  So         
important were berries in bringing good luck that in a poor year deception 
was permitted and ivy berries reddened with sheep raddle could be used to 
brighten the Christmas wreath.   

 

As a male symbol holly must be brought into the house by a man.   Holly is 
reputed to have sprung from Christ’s footsteps.  Cutting and bringing holly 
into the house if bad luck is to be avoided is only on Christmas Eve.  It then 
must be removed before Twelfth Night.  The ban on cutting holly at any other 
times of year means that the trees stand high above farm hedges, giving    
visual emphasis to the landscape.  A holly tree outside the house, especially if 
self-sown, brings good luck and protection from storm, lightning, fire and the 
Evil Eye - perhaps the reason for the many Holly Cottages throughout Great     
Britain? 
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding 
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaranteed  

Free  W r i t t en Quotat ions ,  wi thou t  ob l igat ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Choice of the Month – Wines of Australia                 William Heijbroek 
The Blind Tasting Club run by Wines of Australia based in Australia House,              
Aldwych. London, is one of the most excellent wine tasting experiences I have been 
fortunate enough to take part in – the best wines of Australia beautifully presented 
and prizes for the most accurate tasters. The Covid lockdown version of Blind 
Tasting Club now takes the form of an online wine quiz, where a glass of Australian 
wine in hand is the correct etiquette. Whereas I would prefer to call this very         
enjoyable activity Tasting Blind, the Australians have it, by a humorous reversal of 
the words, a marketing trick that would have the Temperance Movement wagging 
their fingers in disapproval. I am a fan of comedy and good marketing (as well as 
sobriety I must say), and these wines are very expressive, enjoyable and well worth 
a try with tasty food or just on their own.  The wines of Australia only really got    
going in the 1970s when their varietal wines of exceptional fruitiness were          
championed by the wine critic Oz Clarke, and were known as the ‘critter’ brands 
(criter meaning the likes of cuddly koalas and  kangaroos) – varietal Chardonnay was 
one of their great successes at that time.   Australia often gives what the customer 
wants, which is the basis of their marketing success. In the 1830s the new colony 
wanted a successful viticulture and this was provided by a certain Scot émigré called 
James Busby. The name that James Busby used in his notebook to describe the first 
bunch of French imported Syrah vines, which he wrote down as Scyras, led to a               
mispronunciation of this variety becoming widespread as the vines were quickly   
distributed and planted. It appears that Mr Busby was in New Zealand at the time so 
was unavailable for comment. By the time he returned his reputation was secure as 
the founder of Australian viticulture and the grape had become known as Shiraz, 
eventually to be the signature grape of   Australia. My choice for the month are two 
white and two red wines of varietal grapes, chosen so you can taste one grape      
variety against another. My first is Yalumba Organic Viognier at £9.99 from         
Waitrose; this is suitable for vegans, with generous white peach and apricot with a 
touch of fennel, a classic Viognier which goes beautifully with cold chicken. The next 
white wine is Yalumba Organic Sauvignon Blanc at £10.00 from the Co-op; this is 
another lovely fruity vegan wine, with aromas of lemongrass, pear, herbaceous, 
nettle and, unusual and in contrast with New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc, tropical fruit 
like mango and papaya. Next are the reds and first up is Robert Oatley’s Semaphore 
Series Cabernet Sauvignon Margaret River 2018 at £11.00 from the Co-op; this is        
luscious with black fruit, cinnamon spice, and a hint of mushroom and earthiness 
from bottle ageing, with a touch of vanilla from new oak barrel maturation. Finally, 
to get your mouth watering, The Hedonist Shiraz McLaren Vale at £14.49 from    
Waitrose gives the    comparison for a tasting against the Robert Oatley; but the     
Shiraz is about black cherry, liquorice, chocolate with delightful fine-grained and soft 
tannins -  a food wine for rich fare with enough fruit and spice to quieten down the 
noisiest steak or spare rib. Delicious! I think Mr Busby would be highly satisfied with 
the results  regardless of the mispronunciation of the century. 
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Dear Mr Editor,  

I would be grateful if you could pass on our thanks to Judy Cooper for suggestion 
of a low level walk around Hayfield, published in the November Outlook.  Rodney 
and I did this walk yesterday morning in the glorious sunshine and thoroughly   
enjoyed it.  

It was not too long or too strenuous and took us past many places of interest and 
delightful hamlets.  We rounded it off with fish and chips sitting on the church 
steps.  All in all a very pleasant morning so many thanks to Judy for suggesting it.  

Best wishes, 

Catriona Bracewell  

 

Catriona,  Thanks for taking the time to write in.  It means much to the person  arranging 
and sending in the walks to Outlook. Mrs Editor and I also did that walk a week or so ago 
and agree with all your comments.  Ed. 

 

Dear Editor                                       

Please can we thank all who have, over the years, worked on the Memorial        
Gardens which have brought so much pleasure to so many.  It is obvious that so 
much love and care has gone into tending this garden and being able to spend 
time there is a real joy. We are extremely grateful for all you do. Many thanks,                                             
Terry and Chris Lomax 

The Holy Grail             Arthur Conan Doyle 

High-Brow House was furnished well, 

With many a goblet fair: 

So when they brought the Holy Grail 

There was never a space to spare. 

 

Simple Cottage was clear and clean, 

With room to store at will; 

So there they laid the Holy Grail, 

And there you’ll find it still.                                 
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Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
If you are interested in cost-effective 

advertising in Outlook, contact 
jackiekshah@gmail.com for details 

about available space and price 

Martin Quinn 
(Est.1983) 

Plumbing 

 
PLUMBING REPAIRS 

ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport,   
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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 St Thomas’ Church, Mellor Choir:  A souvenir DVD of the 

50-year celebrations of the choir. 

Produced by Christopher Mann of Mannmade 
Productions Ltd from records of the history of 
the choir from many contributors and with the 
additional creative input of Oscar Qualter, a 
gifted chorister, guided by Chris.   

The DVD includes a selection of the history of 
the choir, a record of the golden anniversary 
party in November 2018 and subsequently the 
choir singing at Westminster Abbey and       
Lichfield Cathedral in the summer of 2019.  

As you may know Mellor  Church choir was founded by Revd Robin Philips. Vicar 
and Roy Taylor, Organist and Choir Master. From this strong foundation and    
commitment, the choir has been carried forward and developed by so many,   
Directors of Music, organists, vicars, singers, families, supporters and members of 
the congregation. Many young people will remember their experiences as     
members of the choir and the friends they have made and they will reflect at 
some point in their lives how being part of our church’s choir has contributed to 
who they are. They, like me will reflect on what life may have been like without 
the experience of being in a church choir. Robin Philips and Roy Taylor are        
delighted with the DVD.  

The DVDs will cost £10 with £5 of this to go to choir funds and £5 for the           
production. I would be pleased if you would let me know if you would like a copy 
of the DVD. Payment can be made by: 

Bank transfer into the choir bank account. Details from me on request 

Cheque [ ditto] or 

Cash to me. 

There will be a small addition for postage and packaging if required. Please let me 
know if you need me to post it. If you require, I will deliver to Marple, Mellor, 
New Mills, Compstall and Romiley after 2nd December. Please provide me with 
the delivery address. 

Best wishes, 

Mike Benford-Miller 

0161 427 4311 

Mikebenfordmiller1@virginmedia.com 
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Captain Ken                                                                              Ken Owen                                                                                                            
Following the tremendous TV coverage of the USA presidential election, I have   
noticed how often Philadelphia has been mentioned and this reminded me of an 
incident when my ship M.V. Ulysses  was there in the fifties.   We were engaged on 
trips running between the Far East and USA which was referred to as the 
'Pendulum service'. Many years later I was again engaged on the very same    
schedule which the Americans then called the 'Screen-wiper’ service. In the post- 
war years, the USA Immigration department was particularly vigilant, even more so 
than it is now, and certainly had no sense of humour.  When you were asked, as 
everybody was for some reason, ‘Do you intend to assassinate the President of the 
United States?‘, it was wise to reply with a straight ‘No' rather than  to make a joke 
of the question.  We had one Liverpool engine room hand who, when asked, ‘Is 
there any record of insanity in your family?'  replied, ‘Well I have got a sister who 
married a Yank’ (she was in fact a G.I. bride).  The consequence of that answer was 
that he was denied any shore leave whatsoever. The Immigration officials were              
particularly strict with our Chinese crew members who were never allowed ashore 
at any time and to ensure they were confined to the ship, an armed guard was  
permanently stationed at the top of the gangway and another at the dock exit 
gate.  You can imagine their surprise, therefore, when prior to our departure, we 
found one of our Chinese crew members was missing. We discovered that during 
the night a particularly cold spell had descended on us and the river had frozen 
over enabling our Chinese crew member, who had family in Pennsylvania, to    
simply pack his suitcase, put a rope ladder over the side, and walk across the      
frozen river, to the city centre. In view the recent world pandemic, National        
Immigration Departments have been particularly unfriendly to seafarers and it is 
believed that some 300,000 are currently desperate to be relieved from their 
ships, and some 100,000 anxious to return to employment.  It is a very serious   
situation, resulting in some tragic mental casualties. The international basis of 
worldwide shipping is now truly amazing.  Shortly before my retirement, I was   
recommended by a Scottish agency to a German management company based in 
Cyprus.  It was to command a new American owned container ship.  To illustrate 
the complexity of the situation, the ship was built in Japan.  The ship's containers 
were made in China.  The ship was registered in the Marshall Islands.  It was      
operated by a firm in Singapore.  It was insured in London. The officers came from 
Croatia and India. And the crew from the Philippines and Myanmar.                                                            
I myself was particularly fortunate in my career to have always been employed by 
managements of a very high quality and all the seafarers with whom I served, were 
of an equally high quality.  I regret to say, however,  that was not the situation with 
many of my peers, who have much sadder stories to tell.  As a rather unusual 
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Film on the Hill presents 

Laughs with Lynda                                                             Lynda Gwyther 

Sorry everyone. No Nativity Service this year because the three wise men face a 
travel ban. The shepherds have been furloughed and the Innkeeper has been shut 
down under Tier 3 regulations and has experienced a slump in bookings.                

Santa will not be calling this year as with Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner, 
Blitzen and himself he would be breaking the rule of six . 

As for poor Rudolf, in view of his red nose it has been decided that he should be        
taking a coronavirus test and subsequently isolating. 

 

Smaller babies my be delivered by a stork.  Larger ones will need a crane. 

 

Two parrots were sitting on a perch.  One said to the other, “Can you smell fish?” 

 

‘Doctor, doctor, I’ve got a strawberry stuck in my ear’.  ‘Ah! Well,’ said the doctor,  
‘It’s OK. I’ve got some cream for that.’  

Christmas approaches, I am reminded of one Christmas a few years ago, when we 
were west bound from Malaysia to New York on our ‘screen-wiper’ service and 
called at a new container transit port on the Calabria coast of Italy.   My wife,   
Allwyn, had joined the ship in Singapore and had the brilliant idea that we could 
take our Filipino chief cook to the village supermarket and purchase some         
additional luxury items for Christmas, which we anticipated celebrating in mid  
Atlantic.  We had been kindly allotted a generous gift of money for this              
purpose from our owners and charterers.  Our agent arranged a taxi which 
dropped us off at at a little bar I knew, owned by a former Italian P&O cruise ship 
steward.  On explaining the situation to my friend, he said, ’Well I've got some 
bad news and some good news.  First, as you know everything round here is 
owned by the Mafia, including the supermarket, which is closed.  The good news 
is that the two men sitting at the bar with leather coats and sun glasses are       
Mafia.’ So we explained our situation to these gentlemen and they agreed to 
open up the supermarket for an hour so we could buy whatever we wanted,     
provided we paid in U.S dollars .  The supermarket cashier wasn’t too happy about 
this as other local customers started taking advantage of the surprise opening.   
However, our crew were delighted with the three full trollies of Christmas gifts we 
had bought.  Allwyn then took a taxi along the amazing cliff-top road to Regio  
Calabria on the Messina Straits, from where she flew home via Turin In good time 
to spend Christmas with our family and, of course, to ensure that the donkey had 
been  arranged for the Crib Services at Mellor Church. 
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Christmas (and other) shopping                                         Judith Shiel       

Sadly the Fair Trade Christmas Fair could not be held this year, but it is still         
possible to buy Fair Trade and other ethical Christmas presents, and other goods 
from individual traders. Traidcraft stocks not only tea, coffee and chocolate but 
also a large range of clothes, household goods and gifts. It also supplies                
eco-friendly cleaning products. The website is www.traidcraft.co.uk. For those not 
online, the telephone no. Is 0191 491 0855, and you can request a copy of the   
catalogue and then order by phone. Oxfam stock quite a range of Fair Trade goods 
– look on https://onlineshop.oxfam.org.uk/shop. The Fair Trade Store has an       
enormous range of FT gifts, accessories, toiletries, stationery and seasonal goods. 
The website is: www.thefairtradestore.co.uk and the tel. no. Is 01704 56911.     
Fairgrounds (www.fair-grounds.org.uk, 07815 999 946) is a social enterprise based 
in west Yorkshire set up with the aim of establishing an ethical business model, 
and it has lovely jewellery. Traid Links is a Fair Trade shop in Wirksworth stocking 
all sorts of gifts, accessories, cleaning materials, cards and lots more. See                
www.traid-links.co.uk, tel. 01629 824393. So Just Shop works with artisan        
workshops mostly led by women in vulnerable communities around the world and 
sells jewellery, gifts, homeware and accessories – www.sojustshop.com. Ethical 
Superstore Wide range of Fairtrade, recycled and organic products, including food 
and drink, clothing, toiletries and household products.www.ethicalsuperstore.com 

The Leprosy Mission Some Fairtrade goods amongst those it sells for the support 
of people with leprosy www.tlmtrading.com 

Embrace the Middle East Some Fairtrade foods and crafts www.embraceme.org 

The Ethical Shop A shop supported by New Internationalist magazine selling a 
range of ethical goods from Fairtrade to organic to green to vegan ethicalshop.org 

Amnesty International UK fair trade, organic shop. Sales goes to support           
Amnesty amnestyshop.org.uk 

There are lots of others and they are not just for Christmas but good year-round 
resources for ethical shopping. 

Salvation Army                     Judith Shiel 

At the Christmas season we usually have a donations plate in church to contribute 
to the work of the Salvation Army. As we won’t be able to do that this year, do 
please think about sending a donation for their invaluable work with                     
disadvantaged people, not only at Christmas but throughout the year.  
www.salvationarmy.org.uk      Thank you 

http://www.traidcraft.co.uk
https://onlineshop.oxfam.org.uk/shop
http://www.thefairtradestore.co.uk
http://www.fair-grounds.org.uk
http://www.traid-links.co.uk
http://www.sojustshop.com
https://www.ethicalsuperstore.com/
https://www.tlmtrading.com/
https://www.embraceme.org/
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The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. Think of the rivers of blood 
spilled by all those generals and emperors so that, in glory and triumph, they could 
become the momentary masters of a fraction of a dot. Think of the endless         
cruelties visited by the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel on the scarcely      
distinguishable inhabitants of some other corner, how frequent their                   
misunderstandings, how eager they are to kill one another,  how fervent their    
hatreds. 

Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some 
privileged position in the Universe, are challenged by this point of pale light. Our 
planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in all 
this vastness, there is no hint that help will come from elsewhere to save us from 
ourselves. 

The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There is nowhere else, at 
least in the near future, to which our species could migrate. Visit, yes. Settle, not 
yet. Like it or not, for the moment the Earth is where we make our stand. 

Carl Sagan (astronomer):  Pale Blue Dot (1994) 

 

Pale Blue Dot is a famous photograph of planet Earth taken on February 14, 1990, 
by the Voyager 1 space probe from a record distance of about 6 billion kilometers 
(3.7 billion miles).  

In the photograph, Earth's apparent size is less than a pixel; the planet appears as 
a tiny dot against the vastness of space, among bands of sunlight reflected by the 
camera.  

Voyager 1, which had completed its primary mission and was leaving the solar    
system was commanded by NASA to turn its camera around and take one last    
photograph of Earth across a great expanse of space. 

Give us, O God, the vision which can see your love in the world in spite of human 
failure.  

Give us the faith to trust your goodness in spite of our ignorance and    weakness. 
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts. 
And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of 
universal peace. 

Frank Borman, Apollo 8 space mission, 1968 

                                     Prayer for Advent 

                                    Thought for the month 
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Arthur Thomas Segger  (VICAR 1919 – 1923) – Part 2                Ian Hamilton 

(We left Mr Segger as a widower in 1912.)   

In July 1912, only thirteen months after his first wife’s death, Mr Segger, now   
living in Nottingham, married Mabel Gertrude Cox in Ockbrook, Derbyshire.          
Ill-fortune, however, seemed never far away, because in 1915, when Arthur     
became Rector of Eastwell in Leicestershire, his only surviving child, Bessie, died. 
During the First World War he served as Temporary Chaplain and, later, Honorary 
Chaplain to the Forces.  In 1919 he moved to our church here in Mellor.  We do 
not know how he was regarded, but it is perhaps significant that, on his departure 
after four years, in July 1923, his farewell address included the following words: 
‘This night I come to the end of time in my work in Mellor.  It has been a short one.  
Perhaps, in some ways, it has been a dismal failure. Perhaps, in other ways it has 
been a success. If I have failed, I have done my best. There has been some success 
associated with my work, but not through my own work. If any time I have rubbed 
any one the wrong way, it has never been because of any personal feeling. I do not 
believe in personalities. I know my own weakness. If I have said anything amiss to 
anyone, I am sorry, and I beg forgiveness.’  He left Mellor for Earl’s Barton in 
Northamptonshire.  The priest he replaced, the Revd. Cecil John Snowden,          
exchanged places with him, moving here to Mellor. (We shall look at Mr Snowden 
in a future article.)  From Earl’s Barton, he moved in 1930 to become Rector of 
Walgrave, Northamptonshire.   We have seen previously how clergy in past      
centuries have not shied away from litigation, and Mr Segger seems to have been 
no exception.  The ‘old chestnut’ of confetti reared its head in 1936 when Mr    
Segger took out a summons against two women for damaging a notice board    
prohibiting the throwing of confetti.  Unfortunately for him, his witnesses were 
unable to identify the malefactor, and the case was dismissed.  At the              
commencement of the Second World War, although still Rector of Walgrave, he 
was living at Brixworth. Mr Segger founded both the Digbeth (Birmingham) and 
the Walgrave branches of the British Legion and continued to be involved after his 
retirement in 1948 when he became Rector Emeritus.  On 18 March 1952, his wife 
Mabel died, just four months prior to what would have been their Ruby Wedding 
anniversary.  Arthur himself survived his wife by only fourteen months, dying on 
28th May 1953 in Northampton, aged 87.  His body was cremated at Kettering 
and his ashes returned to Walgrave church for interment during a memorial     
service held there on 7th June.  A commemorative tablet was installed a year or 
so later, while in July 1954 a side altar, for which he had provided part of the 
funds, was erected and consecrated in his memory in the church’s north aisle. 
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Outlook staff biography—Ian and Christine Hamilton 

Christine was born in Stretford while Ian was born five weeks later in Stockport. 
Christine attended Moss Park Primary School, Stretford, followed by Stretford 
Girls’ Grammar School; Ian went to Hillcrest Grammar School, Bramhall, and     
subsequently to Stockport Grammar School. Both of us attended Manchester   
University from where Ian graduated in Law in 1966, Christine graduating in 1968 
in Medicine. We met at the University Ballroom Dancing Society, and eventually 
started going out together when we discovered a mutual love of Gilbert &         
Sullivan operas and also, believe it or not, a shared passion for railways and train 
travel!  We married in August 1970 (yes; we have just celebrated our Golden 
Wedding!) and have lived in the same house at High Lane ever since. Ian was   
employed as a solicitor in Stockport, eventually having his own firm until           
retirement, followed by consultancies. Christine, after her pre-registration    
houseman’s appointments at Stepping Hill Hospital, became an assistant to a 
Stockport GP, until she took early retirement on health grounds. The late Joe 
Gormley, the Miners’ Leader, is indirectly responsible for our coming to Mellor.  
The miners’ strike in the winter of 1973/4, which resulted in the ‘three-day-week’, 
caused two General Elections in 1974. One of the nearby election candidates was 
to sing the part of ‘The Learned Judge’ in Marple Operatic Society’s concert      
version of Gilbert & Sullivan’s Trial by Jury but withdrew because of the second 
election.  Ian, who had sung some of the principal G&S patter röles at University, 
was approached to take over the part. Arthur Brook, the conductor of the        
concert, and a member of Mellor church choir, together with Roy Taylor, the 
church organist, subsequently founded St Thomas Singers based at Mellor 
Church, and asked Ian and Christine to join the choir.  Later, our son Neil was 
asked if he wanted to join the church choir and Ian elected to become a member 
as well. Both of us started attending Mellor church in October 1983 and have 
been coming ever since. So, you see, Joe Gormley has a lot to answer for! 

As Christmas is approaching, many of us will be ordering from Amazon. If you 
shop with Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase price to St 
Thomas' Church, Mellor.  

Please visit: smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/130414-0 to browse the store, place an    
order and help make a difference. Or enter smile.amazon.co.uk and enter 
1130414, the Charity Registration number, to select the charity of St Thomas' 
Church, Mellor. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Established 1920          Tel 427 2276 

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 
M.N.A.F.D 

Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

Malcolm Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years’ Anniversary” 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

G R Yeates Ltd 
Shell Petrol Station,  

54 Stockport Road, Marple, SK6 6AE 

MOT Testing 

Servicing and repairs—all makes 
and models 

Brakes, clutches, exhausts, welding 

0161 427 2348 
A family business 

  
 
 
 

‘All your fire needs’ 

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried 
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and    

briquettes 

Stove sales and installations  

NACS certified chimney sweeping 

Tel: 0161 327 1656 
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk 
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Easy Walks for Winter                                                         Judy Cooper 

Walk 4   Whaley Bridge /Bugsworth circular   2 ½  miles.  1hour 40 mins 

This walk does have a short uphill stretch. The walk goes to Bugsworth Basin and 
then across the bypass to drop down to Whaley Bridge and takes in a short section 
of the Cromford and High Peak Railway Trail.  The walk to Bugsworth Basin,        
sometimes referred to as Buxworth Basin, is suitable for pushchairs but the climb 
uphill is on a narrow, fairly busy road so I have recommended a safer option.     
Parking is at Tesco’s so there will be an opportunity to do some essential shopping 
as well as a walk. 

Travel  Directions 

Follow the A6 through New Mills heading towards Buxton. At the Whaley Bridge 
roundabout turn right. Tesco’s supermarket is the next turning on the left. Park at 
the far end of the car park. Parking is free.  

Walking Route and Points of Interest 

1. Head to the bottom of the car park.  You will see a paved area leading to a canal 
bridge tunnel. Go through the tunnel and turn immediately to your left and up to 
the canal. Turn left at the top and start walking along the canal side to Bugsworth.  
Within 15 minutes you will be at Bugsworth Basin. Lots of information boards to 
read and as you walk along you will see a 3D model of the Basin on the right hand 
side. 

Families with pushchairs and small children should carry on across the road – 
watch out for cars – walk past the Navigation pub and you will come to an area 
where the canal stops. This  is a safer area for small children to have a run.  You 
will have to retrace your steps to get back to the car park. 

2. On meeting the road turn right and cross over the canal. The pavement is on 
the left. You will now go over the Whaley Bridge bypass (opened 1987) which cut 
the village in half. If you want a quick diversion go round to the left to see a long 
row of cottages that were built for the workers at the Basin.  

3. Once over the bypass turn right up Silk Hill and begin a short climb. Follow the 
road down to Whaley Bridge. At the bottom, look at the building on the left-hand 
side. This was a ventilation shaft for the Waterloo Pit, one of many coal mines in 
the area.  The road is now called Bings Road.  Bings is a Scottish term for slag heap 
and comes from the Norse word for heap. 

4. At this junction turn right and then almost immediately turn right again on to a 
footpath (look for a large horse and jockey sculpture!)  You are now on what was 
the final length of the Cromford and High Peak Railway. Follow this to the end 
where there is an information board to read. 
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5. Cross over the road to a bridge over the River Goyt. Note the Goyt Mill sign. This 
was the site of a cotton mill built in 1865. 

6. Continue ahead past the Medical Centre (construction site on the right). Head 
over to the public footpath sign which takes you to the right of the  Wharf      
Transportation Warehouse.  

7. Continue onto the canal towpath and follow it until you reach an information 
board explaining a Horse Bridge. Go down the cobbled path and back to the car 
park. 

For those interested there is a leaflet called The Shallcross Trail which follows the 
Whaley Bridge section of the Cromford and High Peak Railway. 

Lockdown Revisited                                 
So, we have gone into full lockdown again. This time however I am 
fully prepared. I have my designer football supporters face mask 
(Aston Villa for those of you who follow ‘the beautiful game’).  We 
have 40 loo rolls (we buy them in bulk from Natural Collection), 
plus a full box of disposable latex-free soft blue examination 
gloves (The Village Saver, New Mills).  I am already growing my 
lockdown locks to donate to The Little Princess Trust  
www.littleprincesses.org.uk/donate-hair.    
Though I have decided to write to our esteemed Prime Minister,  
the Rt. Hon. Boris Johnson, as follows: 
 
Dear Boris, 
I am fed up with singing ‘Happy Birthday‘, could we have a change 
please. As a resident of Greater Manchester, may I suggest the 
Hokey Cokey might be more appropriate since we have been: 
 
Locked in, let out, in, out, 
Spreading our germs all about 
CHORUS: 
Woah, the Hokey Cokey! 
Woah, the Hokey Cokey! 
Woah, the Hokey Cokey! 
Knees bend, arms stretch, 
That’s what it’s all about. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Mrs Trellis, 
North Manchester 
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Mistletoe & Poinsettias in Folklore                                Diana Cole 
Poinsettias came late to folklore.  With bright red berries and 
leaves, the now accepted Christmas symbol of North America 
turns up on cards, wrapping paper and in pots regularly.     
Discovered in Mexico in 1834 (Mexican name is ‘Flower of the 
Holy Night’) it was developed by Dr Joel R Poinsette of South 
Carolina.  Do be careful when purchasing and then placing the plants in your 
home - they are very sensitive to draughts and should be placed well away from 
them.   

Mistletoe is highly placed among the world’s mysterious and magical plants,    
famous since the Druids and particularly revered if growing on an oak as it was 
reputed to draw special strength from the tree.  Part of its mystery for the Celts is 
the mystery of its parasitic suspension between earth and sky.  When all was 
dormant in winter, the grey-green leaves and pearly berries encapsulated the 
host’s life force.  Druids held that mistletoe (the ‘golden bough’ of myth), sent 
from heaven, was visual evidence of the gods’ love for the oak.  To fell a           
mistletoe-bearing oak invited disaster.  

Mistletoe symbolised peace and hospitality, opened all locks, protected the 
house at solstitial festivals from witches, sorcery, fire and lightning.  It was      
considered a ‘lightning’ plant due to its twisting form and yellowish berries.  In a 
Staffordshire continuity charm, a sprig of last year’s mistletoe was burned under 
this year’s pudding to carry Christmas luck forward.  ‘Kissing under the mistletoe’, 
a lively survival of the plant’s strong fertility connections, was once a fertility rite.  
In some counties mistletoe must be burned after Twelfth Night, lest those who 
kissed under it never marry.  In another ritual, a girl must steal a berry, swallow 
it, then prick her lover’s initials on a leaf and stitch it to her clothes near her 
heart.  While the leaf remains in place he will remain ‘attached’.  Worcestershire 
kissing bunches swung from the ceiling year-round until replaced by new ones, 
when the old ones were burned.  Then a steady flame indicated a faithful        
husband, spluttering an irritable one!   

In Yorkshire and other counties, mistletoe fed to the first cow on the farm to 
calve after New Year’s Day brought good health to the herd.  ‘No mistletoe, no 
luck,’ was the dairyman’s view.   

Perhaps recalling Balder’s death (he was son of Odin and Frigg, the god of light, 
joy, purity, beauty, innocence and reconciliation), some have said that the       
mistletoe had provided wood for the Cross.  In Brittany, it was known as the 
‘Herbe de la Croix’ or ‘Lignum Sanctae Crucis’.  As punishment, it diminished from 
a fine tree to a parasitic plant and, perhaps significantly, even today is rarely   
permitted in church decorations.  
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Ann Maureen Hearle      
On Monday, 9th November, 2020, Ann Maureen Hearle nee Aldous, loving wife, 
mother and grandmother passed away at the Arbour Court Nursing Home in  
Marple at the age of 83 . 

Ann was born in Sunbury on Thames on the 14th February, 1937.  She attended 
Henrietta Barnet School.  She loved the sciences but was encouraged to do more 
ladylike activities such as sewing and cooking. 

In her late teenage years, Ann found a deep love for God and joined the Salvation 
Army. She was often to be found on Friday and Saturday nights selling the War Cry 
in the pubs of London and her love for God stayed with her throughout her whole 
life. On leaving school, Ann became a lab technician at Johnson Matthey where 
she flourished and only left when she married.  She moved with her young family 
to Mellor in 1970 and became a stalwart of Ludworth School PTA and loved     
teaching the children to cook and listening to them read.  Whilst living in Mellor, 
Ann developed a passion for local history through her friendship with the late Tom 
Oldham, a lifelong Mellor resident.  She was the author of many books on the    
history of the local area and  was a very active member of the local history society 
which she chaired for a number of years.  Ann loved to collect old postcards of the 
local area and donated over 1000 to Stockport museum in 2019.  

Mellor Church was a major part of Ann's life and she served on the Parish Council, 
the Rural Deanery Synod and many other committees. When the new Mellor 
School was relocated, she was very involved in saving the old school building for 
use as a Parish Centre for the local community.   

She was eventually to meet and marry her second husband, John Hearle, and their 
marriage successfully joined two families and provided much love and support for 
all of them. Following Ann and John’s discovery of evidence of a Roman Fort in the 
garden of their home at the Old Mellor Vicarage, Manchester University              
Archaeological Department was informed and carried out a successful dig. Thus 
Mellor Archaeology Trust was founded. Through his work as a Professor and       
Lecturer, John and Ann enjoyed extensive travel.  John died in 2016 and Ann     
never really recovered from this loss and missed him terribly. Following John’s 
death, however, their friends Bob and Hilary Humphrey-Taylor became her lifeline 
and the family wish to thank them for everything they did to support their mother. 

Ann was a kind, considerate, loving person and believed strongly in giving back to 
her community. She loved Mellor and in particular her Mellor Church family.   

She is survived by her sister Wendy and brother Peter, her children Stephen and 
Catherine and her step children David, Adrian and Marcus and nine grandchildren 

Ann’s funeral will take place on Monday 30th November at 11am,  However, due to 
the  present restrictions on numbers, this will only be attended by family members 
and a small number of her friends but the family hope to organise a  celebration of 
Ann’s life once the COVID restrictions are lifted and we can then all raise a glass to 
this wonderful woman. 
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                                        From the Registers 

                                               Funerals 
                 We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy  
                            Eleanor Gwendolen Ferguson – Wednesday 28th October 
                                         John Driver – Monday 16th November 
                           Norman Heys  (burial only)– Wednesday 18th November  

You can hear prayers and readings daily on the 
telephone.   The line – which is available 24 hours 
a day on 0800 804 8044 - is for those who are not 
able to join online activities. If you know anyone 
who has maybe not yet heard of this service and 
might benefit please let them know.   

JONATHAN SACKS Many people were saddened to hear of the recent death 
of Lord (Jonathan) Sacks.  He  was the Chief Rabbi of Britain and the British    
Commonwealth from 1991 to 2013 and he was instrumental in promoting       
inter-faith dialogue during that time.  He was a prolific author and regular     
speaker on Radio 4 Thought For The day, and had a great gift for communication. 

Jonathan Sacks tackled many subjects concerned with community, society,        
religion and morality; he was very widely read but retained an ability to deal 
with, and communicate, complex ideas clearly to ordinary people without ever         
becoming patronising.  He understood the value of tradition, especially in family 
life; in     response to Margaret Thatcher’s famous remark that ‘there is no such 
thing as society’ he said: ‘This is a tenable view and there is only one thing to be 
said against it.  It has been tried and failed.’ 

His last book ‘Morality’ was published earlier this year and deals with changes in 
society from 1960 to the present day.  It was written before Covid-19 but laments 
the decline of community in the western world and the growth of a self-centred 
culture - a move from ‘we’ to ‘I’ thinking which he sees as so damaging to           
humanity in the medium and longer term.  ‘My firm belief is that the concept of 
covenant has the power to transform the world.  It sees relationships in terms 
not of interests but of moral commitment.  It changes everything it touches, from   
marriage to friendship to economic and politics, by turning self-interested           
individuals into a community in pursuit of the common good.’ 

When he retired as Chief Rabbi in 2013, Prince Charles hailed him as ‘a light unto 
this nation, a steadfast friend and a valued adviser’.  We shall all alas miss his   
wisdom. 
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OUTLOOK ONLINE 
The editors of Outlook hope you have enjoyed this online edition of the 

magazine.   Many readers prefer a printed copy delivered to their door to be 

enjoyed at their leisure and to keep.  The subscription for the printed copy is 

just £5/year – this covers the cost of printing and distribution.    

 

If you would like to subscribe and receive your monthly printed copy  simply 

email  davidjell@sky.com  with your name and address and – bingo!- it will 

arrive at your door.  The person delivering will collect your annual subscrip-

tion of £5 each year or if you live at a distance it will be posted to you and 

you can pay the subscription plus P&P by contacting the Parish Centre office 

(0161 484 5079 or emailing office@mellorchurch.org ) 
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Donations to Mellor Church 

Mellor Church depends on voluntary donations from members of the                
congregation, members of the local community, supporters and visitors.  We are 
fortunate in that a significant number of people make regular donations by   
standing order from their bank but, to maintain our ability to support the local 
and wider  community, we are also very  grateful for one-off donations. 

To make a donation, you can 

  1.   Send a cheque - payable to Mellor PCC - to the Parish Office, Church Road,   
Mellor  SK6 5LX (please write your name and address on the back of the cheque), 
or 

 2.     Make a donation online to the church bank account - Acct. 47943076, Sort            

Code 01-05-51 (please put your house number and postcode as a    reference), or 

3.     Make a donation through the church website - click ‘home’ and then ‘donate, 
or 

 4.   Scan the QR code below on your smartphone for an easy way to donate (do 
please click ‘gift aid’ if you are eligible). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fI you would like to make a regular donation, please contact the Parish Office (484 
5079) to ask for a standing order form. 
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 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 W al l ing  
 Blockpav ing  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fenc ing  

 

 
 

 
Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

Ruth Holt ALCM PGCE 
Piano teacher and accompanist 

Beginners to Grade 8, any age. 

135 Longhurst Lane, Mellor, SK6 5PG 

holt.mellor@gmail.com 0161 449 9582 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday and 
Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

For further details contact:  Lesley Beale 
0161 292 7759 

 

Peak Paving 
 

Bu i l d i n g  an d  l an ds c ap i ng  s e r v i c es  
Al l  a r eas  o f  bu i l d i ng  w or k  und er t ak en  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
 

If you are interested in cost-effective 
advertising in Outlook, contact 

jackiekshah@gmail.com for details 
about available space and price  
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting 

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911 / 07855 785 450      Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


