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Bidding Prayer  The Revd Tracy Ward  
 
 
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight to hear again the 
message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this 
thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.  Therefore let us read and 
mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our 
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill 
among all his people; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build, and 
especially in this our diocese.  
 
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the 
lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord 
Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  Lastly, let us 
remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in 
greater light, that the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for 
evermore. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name;  
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil; 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 
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Once in Royal David’s City 
 
Solo Once in Royal David’s city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
Choir He came down to earth from heaven, 

who is God and Lord of all; 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall: 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
All And through all his wondrous childhood 

he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly maiden, 
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

 
For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
day by day like us he grew; 
he was little, weak and helpless, 
tears and smiles like us he knew: 
and he feeleth for our sadness, 
and he shareth in our gladness. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 
 

Composer: H.J. Gauntlett Descant by David Willcocks,Words: C.F. 
Alexander.  
Recording: Mellor Church Choir and Congregation Nine Lessons 
and Carols 2019 
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First Reading:  Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah (Isaiah 9) 
Read by Malcolm Allen 

 
 
Choir 

 
A Babe is Born 

 

A babe is born all of a may, 

To bring salvation unto us, 

To him we sing both night and day. 

Veni Creator Spiritus. 

 

At Bethlehem that blessed place, 

The child of bliss now born he was; 

And him to serve God give us grace, 

O lux beata Trinitas. 

 

There came three kings out of the East, 

To worship the King that is so free, 

With gold and myrrh and frankincense, 

A solis ortus cardine. 

 

The angels came down with one cry, 

A fair song that night sung they 

In worship of that child: 

Gloria tibi Domine. 

 

A babe is born all of a may, 

To bring salvation unto us, 

To him we sing both night and day. 

Veni Creator Spiritus. 

 

Noel! 

 

 

Composer: William Mathias 

Words: 15th Century anon 

Recording: Mellor Church Choir Nine Lessons and Carols 2019 
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Second Reading:  St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus (Luke 2) 

Read by William Wragg MP 

 

 

 

 

Choir 

 

O Holy Night 

 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hop, the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees!  Oh, hear the angel voices! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 

With glowing hearts by His cradle, we stand. 

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men from the Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our friend. 

He knows our need, He guardeth us from danger; 

Behold your King! Before the Lowly bend! 

 

Composer: Adolphe Adam. Words: J. S. Dwight 

Recording: Mellor Church Choir Nine Lessons and 

Carols 2019. Soloists: Lucy Howling, Ben Collier 

 

 

 

 

Third Reading: The shepherds go to the manger (Luke 2) 

 

Read by Jim Nicholson 
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Choir  

 

My Lord has Come 

 

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels; 

No place for them but a stable. 

My Lord has come. 

Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in heaven; 

No place for them but a stable. 

My Lord has come. 

 

His love will hold me, 

His love will cherish me, 

Love will cradle me. 

Lead me, lead me to see him, sages and shepherds and angels; 

No place for me but a stable. 

My Lord has come. 

 

Composer: Will Todd. Words: Will Todd  

Recording: Mellor Church Choir Nine Lessons and 

Carols 2019 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Reading: St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation (John 1) 

 

Read by Revd Tracy Ward 
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O Come All Ye Faithful 

   

O come, all ye faithful, 

 Joyful and triumphant, 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 Come and behold him 

 Born the King of Angels: 

 O come let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

 

 God of God, 

Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Very God,  

 Begotten, not created: 

 O come let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

 

 Sing, choirs of angels, 

 Sing in exultation, 

 Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

 Glory to God 

In the highest: 

 O come let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

 
 

Composer: Unknown (18th century) arranged by David Wilcocks. Words: 

Translated by F. Oakley, W. T. Brooke  

Recording: Mellor Church Choir and Congregation Nine Lessons and 

Carols 2019 

 

Collect  

 

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thine only Son, Jesus 

Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure 

confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with 

thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 



 

8 

 

Blessing 

 

May he who by his incarnation gathered into one thing earthly and heavenly, fill you with the 

sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Ghost, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary  

In dulci jubilo BWV 729 J.S. Bach  

Played by John Le Grove Nine lessons and Carols 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


