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Welcome to this celebration 
of the birth of Jesus 

and the hope he brings into our world. 
 

 
Introduction by Revd Tracy Ward who will light the 5th candle on the advent wreath 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of Light,  
we welcome you among us; 
help us who live by your light  
to shine as lights in your world. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
 

All: Glory to God in the highest! 
 
 

Prayers of Preparation 
 
Christ the light of the world has come 
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In this light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 



3 

 

Prayer of thanksgiving  
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of all, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
You founded the earth in the beginning 
and the heavens are the work of your hands 
 
In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
and in these last days you have spoken to us 
in your Son Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh 
 
By the authority of the Scriptures 
We learn that we are the body of Christ 
we, who worship in different ways,  
and whose understanding of you is so changeable 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us,  
make us more like you. 
That our souls may be the stained glass 
through which your light and purpose  
bring beauty and meaning into the world. 
Amen. 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
             O little town of Bethlehem, 

How till we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by: 
Yet in thy dark street shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
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How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in: 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel.               

        Phillips Brooks (1835-1893 
       Recorded: Mellor Church choir 2019 

 
The Old Testament Reading    Isaiah 9: 2-7 
 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir 
 
Angel Tidings 
 
In all towns and villages both far and near, 
angel host bears tidings in strain full clear: 
joy comes to ev’ry nation, 
joy to this generation, 
Christ is here, Christ is here. 
 
Listen to the story of his wondrous birth; 
how he came so long ago to us on earth, 
born of a virgin mother blessed above all other, 
born today, born today. 
 
In a manger lying in poverty; 
peace he brings at Christmas-tide to you and me; 
tell of his birth that saved us, 
tell of the love he gave us, 
Christ our Lord, 
Christ our Lord. 
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Sing then and be joyful on this Christmas night; 
follow with the wise men the star so bright; 
lead you to his own glory, 
tell out the wondrous story: 
Christ is born, Christ is born, Christ is born today. 
 
 

Composer: Moravian traditional carol arranged by John Rutter 

Words: John Rutter 

Recording: Mellor Church Choir Nine Lessons and Carols 2019 

 

 

Tracy introduces the choir reading the Christmas story from the New Testament 

 

Reading: Luke 1-14 

 
Away in a Manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay- 
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray; 
bless all the dear childrenin thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 
Composer: Melody by James R. Murray arranged by Bob 
Chilcott. Words: 19th century American. Recording: Mellor 
Church Choir Nine Lessons and Carols 2019 

 
 

 

 

Sermon 

The Revd Tracy Ward 
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Choir 
 
O Magnum Mysterium 
 

O magnum mysterium, et admirabile 
sacramentum, 
ut animalia viderent Dominum 
Natum, jacentem in praesepio! 
Beata Virgo, 
Cujus viscera meruerunt, 
Portare Dominum Christum. 
 
Alleluia. 
      

 

(English translation) 

 

O great mystery, and wonderful  

sacrament, 

that animals should see the new-born  

Lord, lying in a manger! 

Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was 

worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 
Composer: Morten Lauridsen 1994  
Words: Responsary for Christmas Day 
Recording: Mellor Church Choir Nine Lessons and Carols 2019 

 

We say the Creed  together    
 
We believe in one god, the Father, the Almighty 
Maker of heaven and earth 
Of all that is seen and unseen 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ 
The only son of God, begotten, not made 
Of one being with the Father 
Through him all things were made 
Foe us and for our salvation he came down from heaven 
Was incarnate from the Holy Spririt and the virgin Mary 
And was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures 
He ascended into heaven 
And is seated at the right hand of the Father 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
And his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit the Lord the giver of life 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son 
Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified 
Who has spoken through the prophets 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
And the life of the world to come 
Amen.                                                                                                                            
 
Intercessions 
 
The Collect for Christmas Day 

 
God our Father, 
on this day 
your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 
for us and for our salvation: 
bless us who celebrate his holy birth; 
may we be strengthened in faith 
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 
who is alive and reigns forever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today your daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Breaking of Bread 
 
Prayer 
 
Risen Lord, we meet you unexpectedly in the breaking of bread. 
Make us aware of your presence. 
Risen Lord we meet you unexpectedly in a stranger  
at the door. 
Make us aware of your presence. 
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Risen Lord we meet you unexpectedly in the innocence of a child. Make us aware of your 
presence. 
Risen Lord we meet you unexpectedly in words of forgiveness. 
Make us aware of your presence. 
 
Risen Lord we meet you in the kindness of our neighbour. 
Make us aware of your presence. 
Risen Lord we meet you unexpectedly in the face of the frightened. 
Make us aware of your presence 
 
Risen Lord we meet you unexpectedly at the bedside of the dying. 
Make us aware of your presence. 
Risen Lord we meet you unexpectedly in the silence of our hearts. 
Make us aware of your presence 
 
Notices 
 
Closing blessing 
 
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

 
            Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King, 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 
 
Refrain:
 Hark the herald angels sing
 Glory to the new-born King. 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 
Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
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Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth 
 
 

                                                                                         Composer: Moravian traditional carol arranged by John Rutter 

                                                                                        Words: John Rutter 

                                                                                        Recording: Mellor Church Choir Nine Lessons and Carols 2019 

 

Organ Voluntary:   
 
In dulci jubilo    BWV 729  J.S.Bach  John LeGrove Nine lessons and carols 2019
 
   
 
  


