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Vicar’s Viewpoint 
 
 
September… 

September heralds the start of a new school year for many families. It’s all part 
of the rhythm of the year. Memories of new school years evoke memories of 
new pencils and erasers; a new school bag and possibly a new school uniform; 
new shoes to break in. It holds memories of the start of a new chapter with new 
things to learn and challenge us. Excitement and also a bit of apprehension as 
well.  

With all the difficult changes we have had to cope with since March maybe this 
familiar change at least is a little more welcome. Its familiarity reminds us of 
more certain times. 

The familiarity of the changing seasons also anchors us when, for the last six 
months, our lives seem to have been set adrift at sea. However despite all the 
restrictions in our lives, nature is getting on with life and doing what nature    
always does - responding and adapting as the signs of change start to make 
themselves known. 

I’ve started to notice over the last couple of weeks that the light drops sooner 
now in the evenings and I can see that some of the leaves on the trees are 
starting to change into their autumn apparel.  

Dew clad, web-strewn, fruitful September. 

The seas are their warmest from the summer heat. Rivers steam mist in the cool 
mornings. Cobwebs cloak the lawns. Wasps decide to become annoying. 

The equinox, the day of equal light and dark, marks harvest time. The hedges and 
fruit trees are heavy with fruit and it’s the season to gather crops and cook for 
friends. 

Maybe this autumn we will be more aware of the treasures of this season as we 
move at a different pace. Maybe this season we are living through will be a   
bountiful harvest for those precious and sweet fruits of the Spirit. 

Who doesn’t enjoy and benefit from a harvest of love, joy, peace, patience,    
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control? 

Many blessings, 

Tracy. 
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Letter from the Vicar                                                   11th August 2020 

Dear friends,  

It’s hard to believe that we are already well into August and still having to            
negotiate our way through the effects of Covid-19. 

Just when we thought that we were moving forward we have had to slow down 
and pause for a while longer. All for very good reasons. 

Though we have been keeping in touch via telephone and also online I am also 
very aware that some people, for many different reasons, have not been able to 
join us for services. People have also expressed a wish to try to restart our services 
again in church in some way. 

With all these thoughts and feelings in mind we recently discussed at a Standing 
Committee meeting how we could move forward in opening our church for        
services. We agreed that with all the current restrictions in place  we would like to 
be cautious whilst still offering an 8.30am said Holy Communion service each    
Sunday. 

Our first service will be on Sunday 6th September and we will continue to offer 
our current Sunday morning Zoom service at 10.00am. This would give the widest   
opportunity for people to access a service on Sunday mornings.  

This arrangement will continue to be reviewed regularly in line with the current 
Government advice. 

With people’s safety paramount, we will be following the current guidelines from 
the Church of England and the Government regulations for holding services in 
churches. 

People will need to telephone the Parish Office during the week before the Sunday 
service in order to reserve a place and to receive advice re the regulations for   
coming into church. Telephone: 0161 484 5079. 

We are continuing to provide Morning Prayer and Compline services on our 
Youtube channel ‘Worship from St Thomas’.  

If you would like to join us for our Sunday morning Zoom service at 10.00am 
please contact me on  tracyward6@ntlworld.com or tel: 0161 312 9861.  

Please stay safe and keep well. I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

Tracy 
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Jane Cross 
There’s really only one thing that I want to say 
as I leave Mellor to  continue my training    
elsewhere and that is: thank you! 

Over the last year, you have made me feel 
very welcome and it has been a real pleasure 
to get to know so many members of this lovely 
church community. Particular highlights for me 
have been the Wednesday morning Holy   
Communion services: I have made many 
friends and will miss our conversations. The 
Praise and Play sessions which Tracy              
relaunched, with the help of Teddy Horsley 
(see photo), have also been great fun and         
I have really enjoyed meeting the  families 
who attend Sunday services, Messy Church 
and the thriving toddler group. It has also been a privilege to visit Mellor Nook; 
there are some truly remarkable people there and it has been lovely to hear their 
stories. 

Tracy has taught me so much about ministry and I am very grateful to her for her 
kindness and warmth. She has helped me to understand a more Eucharistic       
tradition and to value that wonderful opportunity to encounter God. I will miss 
our Morning Prayer times (pre-lockdown), especially the occasions when Poppy 
the dog joined us! 

My training college has decided that I now need to experience a different kind of 
churchmanship, as I continue my training towards ordination. However, I do hope 
that, once church activities resume, I will be able to come back to Mellor to visit 
you all. I am so sorry that I have not been able to thank you in person for all that 
you have done and all that you have taught me, but I hope this short article goes 
some way to expressing how grateful I am. 

Whatever the Weather                                             Mellor weather girl 
Many weather lore sayings are associated with saints days. St. Matthew is            
celebrated on 21st Sept.ember. Maybe not as popular as some saints as he was 
the patron saint of tax collectors! Hopefully the weather will be fine on that day 
as the saying goes: 

Matthew’s Day bright and clear – Brings good wine in next year. 

However the alternative is - St Matthew brings on the cold dew 

And also - St Matthew’s rain, fattens pigs and goats. 

So just about everything is covered whatever the weather!  
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Editorial Meanderings 
Good Morning, Gentle Readers. I write further to my last meanderings when           
I  mentioned my six episodes appearance in a once popular and long-running 
(now discontinued— not my fault!) telly soap. One of the directors of the           
programme was an Australian gentleman who had come to the UK to work in 
British TV. He eventually returned to Australia and created and directed a highly 
successful series there called Neighbours.  Now, being a jobbing actor and getting 
a fairly  regular variety of work was always enough for me and with regard to   
telly,  I usually did single episode appearances (being all I was offered) so            
fortunately it was not enough  exposure for you to become a recognised face.  I 
had friends in popular soaps and it could be a nightmare and sometimes quite 
unpleasant when some people would want to spend more time in your company 
than you did in theirs, particularly if they've had a few beers.  Having thought, 
however, that a mere six episodes would not be enough exposure to present a 
problem, I was proved sadly wrong.  At the time of said episodes being shown 
(which I never watched) Mrs. Editor and I were living in Norwich in Norfolk before 
eventually moving to Mellor. One morning, I went into a large local department 
store in   Norwich and the manager came hurrying up to me and asked if he could 
tell Head Office I had been in.  He told me he must inform them when 'celebrities' 
come into the store.  Now, I have been called a lot things in my life, Gentle  Read-
ers, but 'celebrity' was not one of them.  However, that incident was just the 
start. From then on people started waving to me across the street and schoolchil-
dren called out my character name in the series and travelling on buses was a 
nightmare. I couldn't believe this was happening in relation to such a brief num-
ber of episodes and that so many people watched this stuff.  Also, it was while I 
was  appearing in this soap that Mrs. Editor and I went to look at a house in a   
Norfolk village which we were thinking of buying (the  house, not the village).  The 
house was not yet officially on the market and we had been put onto it by a      
solicitor friend who knew it was about to be up for sale.  We called to see the lady 
owner and the    moment she answered the door, her face lit up and her expres-
sion said it all and I immediately thought now this can work one of two ways - she 
can either be so thrilled to have a television superstar at her door she will accept 
my first offer or she will see telly pound signs and  raise her game. I decided to 
start with a modest offer to prepare for battle but she accepted my first offer 
straight away and  the deal was closed quickly -  however, only after asking me if 
she could call her mother to the door to meet me. Which she did.  Anyway, thank 
goodness my 'superstardom' eventually died away after some weeks and I soon 
returned to sanity and very welcomed obscurity.  Out of interest, I just googled 
the series in question and at its height the peak viewing figures were 15 million.  
No wonder I was getting recognised.  No current soap gets anywhere near that 
and would   consider it a huge success if they got half that figure.  However, we 
are talking (and writing) of some years ago now.  



7 

 

Mellor Birds                                                                    Maggie Williams 
Catherine sent me a newspaper item, giving other names for birds: 

Tree sparrow:  Copper head            

House sparrow:  Spadger, spuggie 

Dunnock:  Scrubber, shufflewing, creepie 

Siskin:  Aberdevine, barley-bird 

Wren:  Stumpy toddy, sumpit, Our Lady's hen 

Blue tit:  Tom tit, blue cap, pickcheese, blue bonnet 

Great tit:  Black capped lolly, black headed Bob, pridden pral 

Long tailed tit:  Hedge mumruffin, Jack-in-a-bottle, bottle tit 

Coal tit:  Black ox-eye, coaly hood, coal hoodhen 

Robin:  Redbreast, Bob robin       Blackbird:  Black uzzle, woofell, colley 

Wood pigeon:  Cushie doo, clatter dove 

Feral pigeon:  Rock dove, blue dove, doo 

Rook:  Barefaced crow                  Jackdaw:  Jack, caddaw, carder 

Carrion crow:  Car crow, flesh crow 

Magpie:  Chatterpie, Meg, planet              

Pheasant:  Comet 

Starling:  Stare, sheep stare, sheep rack, starn 

Goldfinch:  Thistle finch, thistle warp, Harry redcap, goldie, gold spink 

Chaffinch (male):  Copper finch, pea finch, apple sheller, flackie, bold-
ie  Bullfinch:  Alp, nope 

Greenfinch:  Green olf, greeney, green lennart 

Nuthatch:  Nutjobber, woodcracker 

Goldcrest:  Marigold finch, woodcock pilot 

Black headed gull:  Petch, black hatto 

Great spotted woodpecker:  Pied woodpecker, witwall 

Catherine’s favourite bird’s name is sigligwt, which is wagtail in 
Welsh.  Immediately I read tom tit I thought of my grandmother 
as that that is what she called blue tits. There was always a tom 
tit’s nest in the cast–iron water pump at the front of her house. 

The lammergeier has been roosting at Dowstones near Crowden opposite the 
road up to Holme Moss. It is a mighty bird with a nine foot wingspan. I saw it take 
off from the top of the ridge with a few wing flaps and then soar along the ridge 
coming down every now and again. No one knows how long it will stay. It eats 
bones, so I suppose it will stay until its cleared all the bones up. 
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ROB PRESTON 
P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
VINTAGE EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

RECORD PLAYERS TAPE DECKS ETC  

TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

10, Leighton Drive, Marple Bridge 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

• TV 
• HI.FI 
• DVD 
• WASHERS/DRYERS 
• ELECTRIC 
COOKERS/OVENS 

• DISHWASHERS 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 

All locks expertly repaired and fitted. 
The latest anti-snap lock technology. 
uPVC door and window repair & care. 

24 hour call out, with no call-out charge. 
Full 12 month guarantee on all work. 
10% discount to readers of Outlook.  

[Quote ‘Mellor Parish’] 
Call to book your free winter  

Home Security Survey. 

0161 427 7025       

www.sure-locks.co.uk. 

We accept all major credit & debit cards. 

Love Your Animals     

Dog Walks (& group exercise area available). 
Young, senior, convalescent & small animal visits. 
     Mobile Livery, attendance for Farrier 
      

      BESPOKE ANIMAL CARE                           
      Fully insured and DBS checked 

   Gilly 07717 455 781 
   
www.loveyouranimals.co.uk 
care@loveyouranimals.co.uk                                  
                      

http://www.loveyouranimals.co.uk
mailto:Care@loveyouranimals.co.uk
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Opticians and contact lens practitioners 
Come and visit our new practice at 20 Stockport Road, Marple.  

We now stock Oakley, Rayban, Porsche Design, Vogue, Armani and others. 
Credited to test young children and diabetics. 

Telephone:  0161 427 4945                                          www.ridingopticians.co.uk 

 

 

• Stone Slating 

• Slating 

• Tiling 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Flat Roofs 

• Velux Windows 

 

10 

 

UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone    

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive     

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill.  

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK call    

centre in London: consistently best customer-rated combined utilities     

service in Which? magazine 

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil Litigation 
including Accident Claims, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney and Court of 

Protection Proceedings.  
 
 
Please call Richard Jones or Neil Gunson 

for any information you require.  
We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 

 

Your local tennis club, with recently refurbished courts; 

welcomes players of all ages and abilities for social and match tennis. 

We play the year round on all-weather, floodlit courts; Coaching available. 

New members welcome – call Richard 07976 572506 

Or join us for social tennis on a Saturday afternoon 

If interested telephone  

Nigel 07802 641096 or 

Trudy 07788 923957 

               Meet at 1:45pm for 2 pm start 
      Mellor Sports Club 215 Longhurst Lane 



. . Plum  and Hazelnut Cake                           Jill Baker 

What could be more seasonal than hazelnuts and plums in 
September? (You do need to beat the squirrels to the        
hazelnuts.)  A pudding with cream or a cake for afternoon 
tea to celebrate the season. 

 

150 g/5oz butter softened 

150g 5oz caster sugar 

3 eggs  lightly beaten  

65g/2oz plain flour 

1 tsp baking powder 

110g/4oz ground almonds 

65g/2oz hazelnuts lightly toasted and roughly crushed 

16 plums stoned and halved (less of them and quartered if 
they are very large) 

Preheat the oven to 180C Gas Mark 4. Lightly grease a 20cm round cake tin and 
line the base with parchment. 

Beat the butter and sugar together until pale ,then gradually work in the beaten 
egg. Add a spoonful of flour if it looks as though it will curdle. Fold in the           
remaining flour and ground almonds and hazelnuts lightly. Spoon into the         
prepared tin and arrange the plums over the surface ,they will sink in as the cake 
cooks.  

Bake for around 40 minutes until a skewer comes out clean. 

You can use other fruits and nuts, apple and walnut for instance. 
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Autumn Bulb Planting                                                           Diana Cole 
September, October and November are the best times  of year to plant your   
spring- flowering bulbs.  Autumn planting will mean that come early spring, you’ll 
have an array of glorious colour on display to herald in the start of the seasons of      
colour. Here are some hints, tips and advice on bulbs to plant in autumn which will     
hopefully inspire you to get out in the garden and get planting. Bulbs are generally 
easy to plant, so they will be really rewarding for novice gardeners of any age.  The 
flowers are quite tough too, meaning you can pretty much plant them now and 
reap the rewards in the spring whilst doing little else in between! 

Bulbs to plant in late summer: Crocus.  Plant from September onwards in holes 
around 6 inches deep.  Note, it is better to plant crocus bulbs too deep rather than 
too shallow.   Plant around the foot of a tree for added affect – be careful not to 
mow them or spray them with weedkiller though when they pop their heads up in 
the spring.  Bulbs to plant in early autumn: Daffodils.  Plant between September 
and October (and even November at a push, although you will see fewer flowers in 
their first year of life).  Plant in large wide holes around 5 inches deep.  Place bulbs 
4-8 inches apart in the holes.  You may notice some shoots coming through in   
December, this is fine, just leave them. Daffodils are pretty tough!                        
Hyacinths.  Plant between September and October.  Plant 5 to 6 inches deep and 
about 3 to 5 inches apart.   Please note, you can buy treated and untreated bulbs.  
Untreated bulbs are best planted outside whilst treated bulbs are best planted 
indoors in containers.  Outdoors, hyacinth flowers do return each year but the 
flowers tend to be smaller after their first year.  If you want big blooms each year, 
you will need to plant new hyacinth bulbs annually.  Bulbs to plant in late autumn:  
Tulips.  Plant  preferably in November but early December is just possible.   Plant 6 
inches deep and 3 inches apart.   A helpful tip is to loosen up the soil in the hole 
below where the bulbs will reside, apparently this will help them take root.    

Of course, there are many more bulbs to select from, for example, snowdrops, 
many Alliums, Iris, Chionadoxa (glory in the snow), Eranthis (winter aconite), 
Anemone nemorosa (for naturalising), Cyclamen to name but a few.  Look for firm, 
blemish-free bulbs, these are signs of good health.  Many flowers from bulbs can 
be used in flower arrangements, eg tulips, daffodils, alliums, hyacinths.  Hyacinths 
are particularly good for scent.  You can also grow bulbs in containers, and if you 
layer them (lasagne style) then one type will come up after another to provide a 
more continuous display.  For example at the base you could plant tulips which 
flower April/May; in the middle you could plant daffodils which flower March/
April; and lastly, on the top layer you could plant crocus for flowering in February/
March.  Lastly, do take care to ensure squirrels, badgers and mice do not prevent 
your bulbs from growing.  You can do this by placing and securing chicken netting 
on the top of them until they start to come up.  Alternatively, you can plant them 
and protect with upside-down pots which are secured by stones on top or with       
skewers running through the top of the pot to the soil below.   
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding 
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaranteed  

Free  W r i t t en Quotat ions ,  wi thou t  ob l igat ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Choice of the Month – Red Fizz                                 William Heijbroek 

Recently when I was studying for my WSET exams, we were served sparkling wines 
as part of the syllabus. Now my understanding of this genre at the time was   
Champagne, Cava, Prosecco in white and rosé styles. We were taught that whole 
bunch pressings of the freshly picked grapes would yield the pure grape juice that 
would be fermented into a base wine that would then go on to a second            
fermentation in the bottle, or in the case of Prosecco a stainless steel pressurized 
tank. Rosé styles could be made by adding a small addition of red wine to the base 
wine. 

To my surprise on the syllabus that day was a red wine made in a spumante or 
vigorously sparkling style. Indeed it was presented on the day as a bit of a joke; a 
wine challenging the basic precepts of serious sparkling wine-making. It is a fact 
that to this day farmers and négocients of Champagne think that anything other 
than a white Champagne is not serious wine, even pink being too frivolous to    
lavish their full attention on and thereby red champagne is banned by Champagne 
appellation rules. By the way, rosé champagne has been around since the early 
19th century, first made and marketed widely by Madame Veuve Cliquot.          
However, back to my main subject; what were the makers of sparkling red wine 
trying to achieve when they decided to put bubbles in red wine and was it a joke 
aimed at the inverted snobbery of Champagne? 

My choice of the month is a wine available from the Wine Society, if you are lucky 
enough to be a member: Bleasdale Sparkling Shiraz, Langhorne Creek NV. Frank 
Potts, the founder of Bleasdale Winery, named after a well-known reverend, 
chemist, and wine lover in Victoria province Australia at the time John Bleasdale, 
was born in Hounslow in 1815 and came to Australia via working in the navy as a 
‘powder monkey’. His winery built in 1859 flourished and it became one of the 
oldest Australian wineries in family ownership today and the most awarded       
winery in Langhorne Creek. The Australians have a way of flamboyance about 
them, and this wine made from the signature grape Shiraz is all of that. I like Philip 
White’s 93 point score and comments about ‘soulful, moody darkness’ and ‘faint 
hints of the ethereal minty eucalyptus which makes it very Australian’, better still 
‘It’s like a leathery old sock. You could drink it with chèvre, or snaky delta blues’ 
where he refers to ‘Mississippi mudcake flavours’. 

So is this a joke or a serious red wine just with a bit of extra sparkle? The             
Europeans have been making red fizz as well, see Lambrusco or Saumur brands, in 
an easy-pleasing fruity style, but in my mind the Australians seemed to have nailed 
it, Ned Kelly fashion! What is it about Australian bonhomie that makes drinking 
this wine with friends such fun - and to friends I should add my fellow WSET      
buddies? 



15 

 

The Little Princess Trust - And Charities in general           Tim Lowe                             

‘It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.’               
Mother Theresa 

The coronavirus has hit charities and good causes very hard as witnessed locally 
with the cancellation of the Mellor Church Fête , Mellor March and Open         
Gardens etc. Events so generously supported by the local community. 

In April the Little Princess Trust experienced a 75% drop in income.  Fortunately 
reserves allowed the 130-plus children a month to still receive free wigs (real hair 
wigs can cost up to £500 each) but the role of the charity as one of the major    
funders of paediatric cancer research was threatened.  However, the innovative 
‘bad hair appeal’ helped transform the picture with July resulting in record       
takings.  Appeals for donations of money for home hair cuts was backed with 
many celebrity photographs in publications across the country from national 
newspapers to our own Church and Parish magazine.   Many thanks to all who 
supported including local residents Becky Addlington and Craig Cash. 

A surprising benefit of lockdown, however,  is that the resumption of hair          
donations is now bringing in many more cut locks of hair of the preferred 10 inch 
length because of the delays caused by lockdown. 

The Little Princess Trust was the chosen charity of Rose Queen Lara. 

                                  Situation Vacant!  

Are you reasonably proficient with Microsoft Publisher? OR 
would you like to be? 
The Editorial Office production team of Mellor and Marple Bridge’s leading 
monthly publication Outlook is looking for a holiday relief to compile the          
magazine. This would involve about  5-6 hours a month, spread over two or three 
days in the middle of the month when the current compiler was away trotting the 
globe. Please contact the Editor guynicholls@uwclub.net or telephone 0161 427 
2187.  
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Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
If you are interested in cost-effective 

advertising in Outlook, contact 
jackiekshah@gmail.com for details 

about available space and price 

Martin Quinn 
(Est.1983) 

Plumbing 

 
PLUMBING REPAIRS 

ALL SMALL JOBS WELCOME 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport,   
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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 As seen from Cow Corner                                    Silly Point 

Listen; a lawn mower has been heard on the cricket ground and stripes 
have appeared on the square. Club cricket has been sanctioned to 
commence for the summer. 

It's been the greatest release for cricket followers since the victory matches just 
after the second world war. 

This release from restriction has resulted in matches every Saturday for the senior 
members and a plethora of matches for the junior members on what seems to be 
every day of the week. 

Needless to say the first arranged match for the senior side was cancelled due to 
rain. However the first match of the restart was against Ashley who asked Mellor 
to bat first. A total of 170 was rattled up in the allotted overs. In reply the Ashley 
batsmen struggled to score quickly against the steady bowling of the home side 
and with wickets falling at regular intervals, Ashley were always in trouble and   
never looked like reaching their target, but likewise, Mellor could not take all the 
wickets and the match ended, in the gloom, as a draw. 

As with most things this year, nothing is as normal, and rather illogically, Mellor 
have been allocated all their matches at home. 

The following week saw Mellor take on a strong team from Knutsford, who batted 
first and reached a formidable total of 177. In reply Mellor knocked them off for 
the loss of six wickets, mainly due to an explosive 82 not out from the number 
three batsman, who made his runs from his many 6s and 4s. 

Meanwhile the junior teams were navigating their way through the numerous   
fixtures given to them. It was difficult to ensure, with all the permutations, that all 
the available players got a fair number of games, but matters have proved to be 
satisfactory. 

Two matches have been played at the delightfully situated Hayfield ground, with 
honours even, but again, Mellor could not overcome Bredbury, away. 

Mellor have, however, been more successful at home, securing wins against 
Marple, Macclesfield and Cheadle. They were also pleased to defeat a strong Hazel 
Grove side, whose parents had come to witness a victory, but the win was not 
achieved until the final over, bowled by the opening fast bowler, who, if not six 
foot, would soon be. It was a fearsome ordeal for the diminutive Mellor batsman, 
made even more so by the bowler sporting a raccoon style haircut. But not to be 
defeated, the batsman played out each ball, pushing out defiantly, as though his 
bat was the proverbial barn door. 
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Captain Ken                                                                            Ken Owen   

I served most of my sea-going life on the Blue Funnel Line whose ships were      
referred to in Liverpool as the China Boats because at that time, that                                  
was where they sailed to and from for trading purposes.  When the Communist 
Red Army took over the Nationalist Party in China in 1949, we were temporarily        
excluded from Shanghai, but Mao TSe-tung was anxious to re-establish trade, and   
in the early 1960s allowed our ships to continue to dock in China on strict terms.      
At that time I was a Midshipman on the Liberty ship Glen Beg, which was the first 
British ship allowed back in to Shanghai. It was an incredible experience as    
Shanghai, a city which had been one of the world’s most lively ports, was now in 
total blackout and seemed empty of people. It was the time of the Korean War and 
the Blue Funnel Line ships were therefore  put in the very odd trading situation of 
carrying ammunition to our army which was fighting Chinese soldiers in Korea, and 
then proceeding to what amounted to an enemy port in China, to load their        
exports onto our ship to carry them home.  As this was the time of the Chinese 
Cultural Revolution, you will appreciate that visiting China in a British ship was, to 
say the least, very worrisome and by the time I was  promoted to Chief Officer,         
I got to know the full seriousness of the situation when a colleague of mine on a 
sister ship was arrested on suspicion of spying and imprisoned for two and a half 
years - mostly in solitary confinement. Whenever we docked at a Chinese port, we 
were all issued with copies of Mao Tse-tung's  Little Red Book (LRB), and were    
expected to read it.  Revolutionary Red Guards were posted all over the ship to 
check our reactions and behaviour.  One ship on which I served arrived in a         
Chinese port and as formal proceedings were being conducted, copies of the LRB 
were handed out to newcomers.  The Red Guard asked the Captain to produce the 
copy he had been given on a previous voyage.  I happen to  know that he had 
thrown it into the sea as soon as we had left China and I was apprehensive and 
concerned about his reply.   However, I was relieved and impressed with his quick 
thinking when he told the Chinese  official that he had given his previous LRB  to 
the pilot in Liverpool who particularly wanted a copy, knowing the captain could 
get another LRB when he returned to China.  They seemed to be very pleased with 
this answer and were only too eager to oblige.   However, I felt the captain was 
pushing his luck a bit when, handed a fresh copy, he asked them if he could        
possibly have a copy in German for the pilot in Hamburg?  They were even more 
impressed with this request.   We invariably  had a Liverpudlian  crew so you can 
imagine how difficult it was for Scousers to take all this LRB stuff seriously even to 
ensure that we would be allowed to return home.  On one occasion the Chinese          
Commissar asked me to assemble the crew on deck with their personal copies of 
the LRB so that he could address them.  He opened his copy of the LRB and began 
reading from it.  He read out, 'Mao says sunflowers face the sun,'  to which a      
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Film on the Hill presents Liverpool accent called out, 'and wallflowers face the wall.’  There was a slight   
incomprehensible silence before, to my relief, the Commissar continued to        
thankfully no more Scouser interjections. I think they had all drifted off.                                                  
On the Shanghai waterfront at that time stood a once very exclusive club, which 
contained the world’s longest bar.  However, the People’s Republic had very 
'democratically' transformed it to the Working Seamen’s Club.  On one occasion 
we were all invited there, and the place was filled with current Cultural              
Revolutionary slogans and In large letters behind this famous bar, was written 
‘The chief enemy of the proletariat is the domestic reactionary.’  After studying 
the slogan for some time, I heard a puzzled young member of the crew ask an   
older member ‘What’s a domestic reactionary?’  ‘I’m not sure,’ came the reply,  

’ but I think it’s a butler who won’t answer the door.’  A bit of political dialectic in 
a nutshell. How we got through all this and managed to return home, I’ll never 
know!      

Visits from Captain Ken                            Ann Preston                                                                      
I would like to add a personal perspective to Captain Ken’s excellent articles. 
When we were living on Hong Kong Island from 1987 onwards, we were delighted 
to received many visitors from the U.K. and various parts of the planet.  One such 
visitor was Captain Ken in his ‘largest container ship in the world’ and others.   As 
a family we were invited to visit Captain Ken on his ships whilst in the harbour in 
port at Kwai Chung on the mainland and one day we had a tour of The Liverpool 
Bay or the Peninsular Bay.  Wow: Was it smart?  And the Captain’s cabin and 
lounge on the decks; what memories for us all. Ken introduced us to important 
Hong Kong dignitaries and various members of his crew.  What a privilege.  When 
the ship was due to leave Hong Kong he used to tell us what time he would be 
rounding the bottom of Hong Kong Island passing Deep Water Bay very close to 
where we lived.  He used to say ‘listen out for the ship's hooter as we go past your 
apartment at (a certain time)’ so we did.   We used to have friends standing by to 
hear the tooting in the distance, and a quick glimpse of the ship as it rounded the 
base of the Island.  Then we knew Ken was on his way back to Allwyn and his   
family in Rowarth.  We used to fly back and forth from Kai Tak to home fairly     
regularly and on one occasion we met Maggie Williams who was flying to Hong 
Kong to help a friend of hers in her business.  Great coincidence!  At one point 
during the flight we noticed Maggie chatting with the stewards and she then    
disappeared for half an hour or so.  We hadn’t a clue where she was.  Eventually 
she returned and asked us if we were enjoying the flight - was it smooth enough 
or bit bumpy maybe?  We thought it was fine.  She then said ‘Oh, it's just that I 
have been flying the plane for short while.’  No wonder she loves watching birds.  
Is there no end to her talents?  Those were the days !!  We left Hong Kong in 1991 
and went to Brussels until 1993 when we returned to the UK and Mellor Church.  
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Mellor Church Women’s Evening Fellowship              Meg Barley 

Like everything else meetings of the Women’s Fellowship have been put on hold 
since March.  However, members have been keeping in contact with each other 
by various means, and offering friendship, support and help to each other. 

As the Parish Centre begins to re-open we have had information about how a WEF 
meeting might be able to go ahead.  At the present time we would be able to hold 
a socially distanced meeting in the Arkwright Hall for up to 16 people or in the  
Freeman Room for 11 people.  Typically we welcome between 30 and 60 people 
to our meetings. Our next scheduled meeting is on September 9th, when Frank 
Pleszak would be talking about his father’s journey from Poland to Manchester.  
At the present time it is uncertain whether this can go ahead.  Members will be 
contacted by email or telephone with further information. 

Keep safe everybody and let’s look forward to meeting up again in the not too 
distant future. 

Peter Cunningham Memorial Concerts   Paddi Cunningham 

Sadly, due to the pandemic, we are unable to start the 20/21 season 

 of concerts at Mellor— hopefully , however, they will resume  by next year. 

The players are keen to play for you and so we would like to suggest a mini 

Series by video link or Zoom. 

If you would be interested in registering your support (all details tba) please send your 
interest to me padcun@icloud.com or phone 0161 427 4088—Thank you 

A website well worth looking at                                  Helen Kennedy                 

Remiss of me not to have pointed this out before now, but Marian Thompson, 
hard-working and dedicated secretary of Churches Together in Marple and       
District, has been up-dating their website since the start of lockdown in March. 
Initially daily then twice-weekly, not only has she kept us informed about the     
situation in all the local churches, including all the online services and talks from 
St. Thomas’ (Mellor Church) but she has regularly highlighted many excellent    
cultural online presentations. Perhaps most importantly, she has researched pray-
ers, poems and videos relating to the sorry situation in many parts of the world  
Palestine, Yemen, Lebanon and others - and a fascinating section about               
Hiroshima. Do have a look from time to time - not only will you find it extremely 
informative but it also helps us to feel connected to the other churches in our  
area.  
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Dear Sir,  

What a wonderful read last month in Captain Ken's article if, somewhat humbling.  
Such a man truly deserves the right to drive his goats and sheep across London 
Bridge in the rush hour.  

Bob Norris 

 

Editor’s comment:  Ken was indeed awarded the Freedom of the City of London some 
years ago, something Bob knew about but I didn’t remember.  Ken also informs me that, 
assisted by his wife and family, he did, as one of the privileges stipulated in the award, 
drive a flock of sheep over London bridge. 

 

 

Mellor Parish Centre   

For those who are not already aware we are pleased to announce that Mellor 
Parish Centre is now reopened and Covid-19 secure regulations are in place. 
All our rooms are available for hire, subject to our ‘Special Conditions of Hire   
during Covid-19 ‘ and the Government regulations at the time. The kitchen      
however remains closed. Our room sizes are especially suitable for meetings, as 
social distancing is easy to organise and observe. Hand sanitisers are provided at 
the entrance and exit doors and we require you to observe the one way system 
and wear masks in the public areas. If you have any queries on hiring the Centre 
or specific questions on our Covid-19 conditions and regulations please telephone 
the Parish Office 0161 484 5079 on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.30am - 
12.30pm. 

               Another of Lorraine’s embroidery cards! 
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Weeds Beware!                               Chris Mann 
An occasional series celebrating the roles of little-known 

Volunteers. 

 
This year, the winter growth break was followed by the Coronavirus lockdown,   
resulting in the weeds and shrubs around the Parish Centre enjoying an              
uninterrupted bonanza. 

So now the timeless views of Cobden Edge enjoyed by walkers from the memorial 
benches have been replaced by an unedifying and disappointing display of waving 
buddleia flaunting their brown long-past glories -  and the romantic views to the 
West from the sunset patio bench presents instead a variety of shrubs and bushes 
which are not really a match for a beautiful sunset over the Cheshire plain. 

Nothing seems to be taking on this sorry state – until now – all you weeds should 
now be trembling in your roots as the advance guard of gardeners, Sue McAllister, 
Anthea Mason and Peter Forbes have made their first foray with their trowels, 
handforks and secateurs into the undergrowth. 

It’s not much, but it’s a brave start – what it really needs is a flypast of a napalm 
squadron.   Instead of that, the Parish Centre Management Committee has put out 
a call for volunteers to join this motley band at 2pm each Tuesday – so do swell 
their ranks if you feel up to it. 

Sue has a concern that the South and West bays harbour a secret hazard in that 
they are bounded by quite a drop and she worries about losing precious gardeners 
over the edge to end up among the sheep below. 

So a start has been made, and we give a huge thank you to Sue, Anthea and Peter 
– just watch out for any low-flying aircraft! 
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Outlook Staff Biography 
Maggie Williams - Bird Correspondent 

I was born in a village named Ringway and attended Cheadle Hulme School and 
Warehouseman and Clerks Orphan School.  I first came to Mellor 47 years ago 
when my little brother Philip was learning to drive and wanted to come to Mellor 
Church to find the family grave of Benjamin and Esther Ratcliffe our great, great, 
great grandparents. Sadly, we did not find the grave. However, forty years ago       
I came to live in Mellor when my husband, Peter, got a job as an electronic           
engineer for Davies and Metcalfe in Romiley. 

With the help of Chris Duckworth and ancestry.com last November, I found that 
my aforementioned ancestor, Benjamin, was brought up at Woodheys (now     
Peruga). Two weeks ago, reading Historic Industries of Marple and Mellor it      re-
vealed that Benjamin’s father (my four greats grandfather) was Samuel Ratcliffe 
who started the Holly Vale Mills in Mill Brow and Damsteads. It also revealed they 
went to church at the Independent Chapel in Mill Brow and Marple Bridge. So 
after living in Mellor for forty years and not having a clue that I was related to  
anyone in the area, I have now found the gravestone of Benjamin and Esther, 
which is located behind the Doctors’ Surgery in Marple Bridge and has been      
appreciatively well cared for by the URC. 

Laughs with Lynda                                                        Lynda Gwyther 

‘Doctor.  Doctor.  I can’t stop singing The Green, Green Grass of Home.’ 

‘That sounds like  you have Tom Jones Syndrome.’ 
‘Is it common?’ 

‘Well, it’s not unusual.’ 

 

At a church harvest festival the vicar put a sign in front of a pile of freshly baked 
cakes reading ‘Please take one cake only - God is watching.’   At the end of the 
table sat a display of newly picked pears.  A small boy put a sign in front of it,   
reading ‘Take all the pears you want - God is watching the cakes.’ 

 

Unable to remember the names of the couples who were due to be married the 
following week, the vicar asked the congregation, ‘Would all those who want to 
get married  next week please step forward.’  He was almost knocked over in the 
rush as eight spinsters and four widows battled their way to the front.  
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Established 1920          Tel 427 2276 

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 
M.N.A.F.D 

Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

Malcolm Shaw & Son Ltd are celebrating “100 Years’ Anniversary” 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

G R Yeates Ltd 
Shell Petrol Station,  

54 Stockport Road, Marple, SK6 6AE 

MOT Testing 

Servicing and repairs—all makes 
and models 

Brakes, clutches, exhausts, welding 

0161 427 2348 
A family business 

  
 
 
 

‘All your fire needs’ 

Free delivery of premium kiln-dried 
hardwood, seasoned logs, coal and    

briquettes 

Stove sales and installations  

NACS certified chimney sweeping 

Tel: 0161 327 1656 
www.homefiresandfuels.co.uk 
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The Good Shepherd window on its way 
to its former glory 
The repair of the East window is making steady 
progress.  Work is being carried out by Paul and 
Nigel of the Cheshire Stained Glass Company.  As 
well as work on the frame, Nigel (at the top of the 
scaffolding) has re-leaded the bottom panel back at 
their works. 

William Heijbroek who is overseeing this very    
complicated process says that the bottom panel 
showing Christ as the Good Shepherd with his 
crook and some sheep had badly bowed out, hence 
the need for re-leading.  He thinks this panel – 
which is now ready for re-insertion – is very apt for  
the church as it’s surrounded by a constant  chorus 
of bleating sheep at this time of year. 

Chris Mann 

 

Grant us a vision, Lord 

To see what we can achieve 

To reach out beyond ourselves 

To share our lives with others 

To stretch our capabilities 

To increase our sense of purpose 

To be aware of where we can help 

To be sensitive to your Presence 

To give heed to your constant call. 

 

David Adam 

                                     Prayer of the Month 
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                                 Thought for the Month 

Mountains quicken our sense of wonder.  The true blessing of mountains is not 
that they provide a challenge or a contest, something to be overcome and        
dominated.  It is that they offer something gentler and infinitely more powerful:  
they make us ready to credit marvels - whether it is in the dark swirls which water 
makes beneath a plate of ice, or the feel of the soft pelts of moss which form on 
the lee sides of boulders and trees.   

Being in the mountains reignites our astonishment at the simplest transactions of 
the physical world:  a snowflake a millionth of an ounce in weight falling on one’s 
outstretched palm,  water patiently carving a runnel in a face of granite,  the     
apparently motiveless shift of a stone in a scree-filled gully.  To put a hand down 
and feel the ridges and scores in a rock where a glacier has passed,  to hear how a 
hillside comes alive with moving water after a rain shower,  to see late summer 
light filling miles of landscape like an inexhaustible liquid  -  none of these is trivial.   

Mountains return to us the priceless capacity for wonder which can so insensibly 
be leached away by modern existence, and they urge us to apply that wonder to 
our everyday lives. 

Robert Macfarlane:  Mountains of the Mind 

Virtual Choral Evensong– A highlight of Lockdown 
If you have access to YouTube - and preferably on your television - do try to watch 
an evensong service recorded by the Rodolfus Foundation and originally broadcast 
in May, but still very much available and watched by 40,000 people. 

The Rodolfus Foundation normally runs choral courses and the Rodolfus Choir.  
Lockdown put paid to the choir’s Easter schedule and summer courses but choir 
members and a young technical wizard came up with a Virtual Choral Evensong. 

Various celebrities contributed readings, introductions and prayers but the         
inspiring highlight throughout is the choral singing (especially uplifting is Hubert 
Parry’s I was glad when they said unto me). 

At the beginning of the service thanks were expressed to many people - including 
Archbishop Cranmer for devising the service and Tim Berners-Lee for devising the 
internet - who made Virtual Evensong possible; then there is an exquisite            
introduction - a few minutes spent in a bluebell wood.  Wholly inspiring - do watch 
it if you possibly can. 

Gordon Johnson 

30 

 

   With many more people going for walks at the moment,  Janet Wilson’s Children’s                          

Page first published  in 2015 seems to fit the bill. 
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There’s always someone more famous than yourself !            Ed.                                                                                                                          

I’m sure you will no doubt be aware that through the sheer mind-blowing         
popularity of Outlook, Mellor’s favourite Church and Parish magazine, production 
situations can be very unpredictable and usually we have more articles than space.  
On rare occasions, however, it is the other way around and you are stuck with me 
again.  However, this item does have some relevance to  Meanderings.  The      
photograph below was taken during the interval of a theatre production of  The 
Taming of the Shrew.  I played Baptista, the father of Katharine and Bianca.  In this 
production Katharine, the Shrew, was played by an actress who had become very 
well known for many film and telly appearances but mainly for the original telly 
production of The Forsyte Saga which attracted audiences of 18 million and sold 
worldwide.  A Danish friend of mine said on the evenings it was shown in           
Copenhagen, there wasn't a car on the streets.  So needless to say, she was quite 
well-known and recognisable and although I played her dad, she was in fact three 
years older than me but the casting of me as her father made it obvious where she 
got her beauty from.  Both my stage daughters, in fact.  It was a brilliant and      
immensely enjoyable production and we did a week of morning performances for 
schools and they absolutely loved it.  I have very fond memories.   However, as I 
said, this particular actress was very well known and recognised at that time and 
going to the pub or for coffee with both 'my daughters' on a family jaunt was a     
nightmare as you could not have much of a conversation for long. Whenever      
people came over for her autograph, I used to ask them if they wanted mine but 
they always said, 'No thanks!'  A family photograph accompanies this article. 
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From the Registers 

                                               Funerals    
                     We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy 

                                         Constance Brodie on Wednesday 22nd July 

                                                       (Graveside service) 

                                          Brenda Bacon on Wednesday 22nd July 

                                                               (Service in Church)                                                      

             Parishioner’s Funeral taken at Stockport Crematorium 

                  We remember before God and commend to his love and mercy 

                             Malcolm Allcard  on Thursday 13th August  

A Message from the Allcard family 
Thank you to everyone who sent messages, flowers, and baking gifts after  
Malcolm's sudden death. It has been a huge comfort to me and the family  
to have all your support and prayers.  Friends are so important, especially  
at times like this. 
With our love and thanks, Alison, Helen, Kate & Sarah 

Have you felt that too?                                                                     Ed  

Just reading Surprised by Joy by C. S. Lewis.  I have been meaning to read this book 
for some time (amongst many others, of course). The opening paragraph of the 
preface of the book is interesting and I felt worth sharing with those who, like me, 
have not yet read the book.  It follows: 

This book is written partly in answer to requests that I would tell how I passed 
from Atheism to Christianity and partly to correct one or two false notions that 
seem to have got about.  How far the story matters to anyone but myself depends 
on the degree to which others have experienced what I call ‘joy’.  If it is at all    
common, a more detailed treatment of it than has (I believe) been attempted    
before may be of some use. I have been emboldened to write of it because I notice 
that a man seldom mentions what he had supposed to be his most idiosyncratic 
sensations without receiving from at least one (often more) of those present the 
reply, ’What! Have you felt that too?  I always thought I was the only one.’  
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OUTLOOK ONLINE 
The editors of Outlook hope you have enjoyed this online edition of the 

magazine.   Many readers prefer a printed copy delivered to their door to be 

enjoyed at their leisure and to keep.  The subscription for the printed copy is 

just £5/year – this covers the cost of printing and distribution.    

 

If you would like to subscribe and receive your monthly printed copy  simply 

email  davidjell@sky.com  with your name and address and – bingo!- it will 

arrive at your door.  The person delivering will collect your annual subscrip-

tion of £5 each year or if you live at a distance it will be posted to you and 

you can pay the subscription plus P&P by contacting the Parish Centre office 

(0161 484 5079 or emailing office@mellorchurch.org ) 
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Donations to Mellor Church 

Mellor Church depends on voluntary donations from members of the                
congregation, members of the local community, supporters and visitors.  We are 
fortunate in that a significant number of people make regular donations by   
standing order from their bank but, to maintain our ability to support the local 
and wider  community, we are also very  grateful for one-off donations. 

To make a donation, you can 

  1.   Send a cheque - payable to Mellor PCC - to the Parish Office, Church Road,   
Mellor  SK6 5LX (please write your name and address on the back of the cheque), 
or 

 2.     Make a donation online to the church bank account - Acct. 47943076, Sort            

Code 01-05-51 (please put your house number and postcode as a    reference), or 

3.     Make a donation through the church website - click ‘home’ and then ‘donate, 
or 

 4.   Scan the QR code below on your smartphone for an easy way to donate (do 
please click ‘gift aid’ if you are eligible). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fI you would like to make a regular donation, please contact the Parish Office (484 
5079) to ask for a standing order form. 

36 

 

 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 W al l ing  
 Blockpav ing  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fenc ing  

 

 
 

 
Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

Ruth Holt ALCM PGCE 
Piano teacher and accompanist 

Beginners to Grade 8, any age. 

135 Longhurst Lane, Mellor, SK6 5PG 

holt.mellor@gmail.com 0161 449 9582 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 0161 494 1143 Mob: 07921 781181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday and 
Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

For further details contact:  Lesley Beale 
0161 292 7759 

 

Peak Paving 
 

Bu i l d i n g  an d  l an ds c ap i ng  s e r v i c es  
Al l  a r eas  o f  bu i l d i ng  w or k  und er t ak en  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

Advertising in Outlook 
 

If you are interested in cost-effective 
advertising in Outlook, contact 

jackiekshah@gmail.com for details 
about available space and price  
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting 

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911 / 07855 785 450      Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


