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Vicar’s Viewpoint 

Happy New Year! 

The new year is often a time when we feel an urge to ‘make new’.  For some 
people this manifests itself as a need to throw out the old, to tidy and to clean.  
For others, it’s a time to make bold decisions – a big holiday perhaps, or a 
change of job or house.  And there are the new year resolutions, of course.  We 
plan, or strive for, a change within ourselves, in our habits or indulgences.   

Is a new year the only time for such change?  If we think about it, each and  
every day offers us an opportunity to review ourselves and our lives, and to 
initiate change.  Sometimes, of course, change is forced upon us:  for better or 
for worse.  Changes to families can be great when a longed-for wedding is    
announced, or the safe arrival of a baby.   A new job can bring fulfilment; a  
correct diagnosis and consequent medical treatment can bring positive change 
to a life.  But many changes bring loss with them – the loss of a dearly-loved 
family member or friend, the loss of a job or accommodation, the loss of     
function as illness strikes.  

We are used to choosing changes for ourselves, and it comes hard when       
unwelcome change is forced upon us.  I suspect that there are few people 
around who don’t have a question for God along the lines of ‘Why death?  Why 
illness?  Why me (or my loved one)?’ 

We are not in charge of everything, much as we might aspire to be.  We are not 
even in control of ourselves and our own lives, nor of our thoughts or feelings.  
At times of change or uncertainty, it can be a comfort to reflect that God knows 
what He’s doing.  One of my favourite passages about such change comes from 
Mere Christianity by C S Lewis: 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, 
perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right 
and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed 
doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house 
about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. 
What on earth is He up to?  

The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you 
thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there,    
running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into 
a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live 
in it Himself. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and blessed new year,   

Alex 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR  JANUARY 2016 

3  Sun 

2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 

Compline (Parish Centre) 

6  Wed 10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion 

Pilgrim Group (Vicarage) 

10  Sun 

1st Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 

Compline (Parish Centre) 

11  Mon 10.45 – 12 noon Coffee with Vicar (Parish Centre) 

12  Tues 7.45 pm PCC Meeting (Parish Centre) 

13  Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion 

14  Thurs 9.30 – 10.00 am ‘Praise and Play’ (Parish Centre) 

17  Sun 

2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 

Choral Evensong 

18  Mon 7.30pm FOMPC AGM and Talk (Parish Centre) 

20  Wed 10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion 

Pilgrim Group (Vicarage) 

24  Sun 

3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

4.00 pm 

6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 

Charity Concert ‘Music for Kenya’ 
Compline (Parish Centre) 

27  Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion 

30  Sat 7.30 pm FOMPC Concert ‘Sweet & 
Lowe’ (Parish Centre) 

31  Sun 
Presentation of 
Christ in the 
Temple 

8.30 am 

10.00 am 

6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 

Parish Communion 

Compline (Parish Centre) 

The Women’s Evening Fellowship meets on the second Wednesday at 8.00 pm (Parish Centre) 
The Choir practises each week on Friday at 6.45 pm 
Guides meet each week on Tuesday 7.15pm to 8.45pm (Parish Centre) 
Tea and Friendship meets on the first Wednesday 1.45pm to 3.45pm (Parish Centre) 
Toddlers Group meets on Thursday each week 10.00am (Parish Centre) 
Prayer Group meets on Monday each week 10.30am (Parish Centre) 
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Social Media  
 

Find us on Facebook (and please ‘Like’ us!) 
at ‘St Thomas, Mellor’ 

Follow us on Twitter @stthomasmellor  

PHOTOCOPYING FACILITIES AT THE PARISH CENTRE 

We have excellent black-and-white photocopying facilities available at 
the Parish Centre at very competitive rates.                                                                                 

A4 – 5p a side  and  A3 – 13p a side.          

Thank you 
A huge thank you to Dave Myers of Myers Tree Care (see page 13!) for     
providing the church Christmas tree this year.  It was a particularly splendid 
specimen and we are grateful to him for his generosity and kindness. 

A Prayer for the New Year 
Lord, thank you so much for all that you have done for me. Your hand on my 
life is more than I could ask for; I know, Lord, that you have seen my              
challenges, wept at my weaknesses, and rejoiced in my successes.  

As you know, we are now coming up on a new year. You know I have made  
resolutions to change the areas of my life that need it, and I ask for your 
strength to make those changes. I ask for your continued blessings and       
guidance to make me more like you, to walk better in your path, this year. 

I also ask, Lord, for your blessing on those around me. I ask that this year be 
one of peace and joy for my community, family and friends. I ask that you    
continue to be a presence in all of our lives. I ask that you give each of us a   
desire to serve to make the world a better place. I also ask for peace and    
blessings on those far from home, for those who suffer, and for those who 
need you a little more each day. 

Thank you, Lord, for all you do in my life and for all your continued blessings 
and love.  Amen. 
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Editorial meanderings   
Many years ago (isn't everything? Well, for me it is!) I worked with an actor 
who told me that, in the early part of his theatrical career, he had got married 
and had three young children.  At one point, he managed to get a job at a 
Northern repertory theatre on a fairly long contract.  He moved up from       
London with his wife and children into a very cheap flat near the theatre.   

When his contract came to an end he went down to London on his own to look 
for more work.  Their financial situation became pretty desperate and he had 
‘signed on’ for unemployment benefit.  He said he was sleeping on a friend’s 
floor in London while he looked for more work.  At one point, his wife informed 
him that unemployment money he sent her had not arrived and things got even 
more desperate.  However, he managed to borrow some money to keep them 
going.   

One day, his agent phoned him to say ITV were doing a new hospital series and 
he would like him to go up for a part of a chirpy cockney porter in one episode 
(my friend was a chirpy cockney).  He did so, and got the part.  He said he     
borrowed a couple of pounds to buy a bottle of wine to celebrate with his flat- 
mates.  Anyway, the upshot of the story is that they liked this actor in the part 
so much, they decided to write him in as a regular character.  He ended up   
being a very popular character in the series and appeared in it for quite a few 
years.  All money problems solved and his tax bill over those years will have 
much more than covered the time when he threw himself on the mercy of the 
state.  

I digress here (unusual for me) to say that people may not be aware of just how 
much British television sells abroad. My American daughter-in-law in New York 
watches Morse,  Doc Martin, Midsomer Murders and was thrilled to catch me 
in an episode of All Creatures Great and Small.  I did about twenty-five            
television jobs in all - plays, episodes of soaps, etc.,etc., - and not one has been 
sold to fewer than ten countries, some a lot more.  When you receive a          
royalties check, it lists the countries to which the programme has gone.         
Apparently, I'm quite big in Botswana!!!  Anyway, a further point to the story 
was that this actor's wife and children had always wanted to go to a holiday 
camp but could never afford it. However, by the time he could afford it he was 
too well known to go with them.  It would have been a nightmare. So he sent 
his wife and children to the holiday camp of their choice and he stayed at a  
hotel in the nearest town.  I knew of this TV series, but had never seen it.   

However, on leaving a pub one evening, this actor and I called into a 'chippy' on 
the way to our digs and I realised how well known he seemed to be. The people  
serving recognised him immediately and all shook hands with my friend        

(Continued on page 9) 
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Curtis Builders 

Marple Bridge 

427 2633 

Building Contractors 

 
 
 
 

Joinery 
Door, Windows fitted Hardwood, Softwood & UPVC 

Fitted Kitchens and Bedrooms also new Worktops 
Skirting boards, Architrave and all inside Joinery 

Garden Decking, Pergolas, Garden Gates 
Stair Handrails, Spindles, Newel Posts fitted 
Will also replace failed Double Glazed units 

and Dado rails 

SPECIALISED CARPENTRY 
Tables, Beds Bookcases, Fire surrounds, Radiator 

Covers, Chests of Drawers, Plate Racks   
Also Dovecotes 

Will also make to your own design 

ENGLISH TUITION 
Mr. M Bennett M.Sc. B.Ed. 

8 Years Freelance: 23 Secondary, 15 Dept Head  

Age 7-14: Skills boost; Private School Exam prep. 

Age 14-18: G.C.S.E. / A Level preparation; English 
skills in other subjects; logical thinking 

University entrance assistance 

 0161 427 0312 

ROB PRESTON 

P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 or 01663 742831 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTALLATIONS - I CAN INSTALL 

YOUR TV/HOME THEATRE ETC AND 
HELP YOU GET THE MOST FROM IT 

 TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

FREE CALL OUT AND ESTIMATE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

REPAIRS TO  TV 
 HI.FI 
 DVD 
 WASHERS/
DRYERS 

 ELECTRIC 
COOKERS 

       J.R.S CROFT 
 

Jon Croft 
Specialised Carpenter & Joiner 
 

         Mobile: 07855 688440 
         ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN 
         NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Martin Quinn  

Plumbing 
(Est.1983) 

Bathroom Suites – Showers 

Tiles – Leaks – Overflows 

Free estimates and advice 

Friendly Service 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport, 
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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Warren 
Mitchell 

(W N J S) 

Plumbing, Gas, & Heating 
All Property Repairs 

Tel: 

0161 484 0430  
Mob: 07904 364734  

The Oaks Boarding Cattery 
Gird Lane,  Mill Brow, Marple Bridge 

0161 427 1492 

Centrally Heated Chalets    Built to F.A.B. Standard     

Vaccinations Essential      Loving Personal Attention Outdoor Runs   

 

Mellor Nook  

Private Resident ial home  
for the Elderly  

 
Registered with  

Stockport Social Services  
 
 

Telephone 0161 427 4293 
 

Propr ietors  
Mrs J Cr itchlow and Sons  

PIANO LESSONS 

By experienced qualified teacher 
Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 

 

 
 

Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

 ACS Qualified 

 City & Guilds Qualified 

 Gas-Safe Registered 

 Emergency Callout 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday 
and Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

 
For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 

Ann Preston 01663 742831 



9 

 

vigorously and shovelled copious portions of chips into his chip paper  while 
telling him of all the amusing situations in which they remember his character 
being involved (I kept butting in with the phrase 'I'm his friend' and holding my 
chip paper open).  We left with loads of chips and a complimentary sausage 
and Coke each and lived on chips for days (re-heated in the microwave).   

I stuck close to my friend for the rest of the run of the play in which we were 
appearing, particularly when we went to the chippy.   We were at Theatr Clwyd 
doing a production of 'Romeo and Juliet' which, after its run at Clwyd,           
embarked on a wild tour of Wales with lots of hard-drinking Welsh actors.  I 
didn't touch a drop, of course.  A memorable tour.  As far as I can remember. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Why still Fair Trade – why still Traidcraft?        Judith Shiel 

Why – the basic argument for Fair Trade is still the same – the system ensures a 
guaranteed base price for commodities, giving Third World producers security 
when the international market prices of commodities such as tea, coffee or  
sugar crash. If the prices rise, the growers earn a surplus which enables them to 
invest in local community projects – schools, clinics, pure water systems etc. 
Fair Trade certification also enables small producers to trade productively when 
they could not produce the volume wanted by big businesses. Traidcraft works 
hard to keep the standards of products high (if you say you don’t like the tea/
coffee, have you actually tried it in the last 10 years?). They also constantly   
introduce new products, so helping people in different areas of the world. 
Traidcraft works with people during the process of certification. It is also a   
campaigning agency working to change the way business and governments 
work and it lobbies for trade justice. And it’s not just about tea bags. Although 
some of the basics can now be bought in supermarkets, which is a success for 
the Fair Trade movement in general, this is patchy – some are better than     
others, and only a few types of goods are available.  When did you last see a FT 
jumper, blouse or wallet on sale? It’s therefore important to continue to       
support Traidcraft, not just think supermarket hot drinks solve all the problems. 
Another charity, Tearfund, used to trade in FT goods, but the Tearfund Created 
range ceased last year, cutting off another source of supply. If you would like to 
know what is available, please look on the website (www.traidcraft.co.uk) or 
ask me for a catalogue. There are lots of new goods available, including clothes, 
presents and  little things for children.  

Julius Caesar walks into a bar and asks for a martinus.  The barman says, ‘Don’t 
you mean a martini?’   

‘Look,’ says Caesar, ‘if had wanted a double, I’d have asked for it.’ 
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Whiting & Mason 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills 
and Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil 
Litigation including Accident Claims, 
Lasting Powers of Attorney and 
Court of Protection Proceedings.  
 
Please call Neil Gunson, Patricia 
Kay or Richard Jones for any 
information you require.  
 

          We are here to help 

UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone  

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive 

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill. 

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK 

call centre in London:  best rated utility service in Which? each year 

since 2007 

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 

  

A great husband and wife team with over 20 years’ experience covering all 
your gardening  needs!   Fully Insured 
  

 Complete garden maintenance and clearance, no job too small 
 All Types of Pruning Including Fruit Trees & Canes 
 Trained to NVQ, Royal Forestry Society & NPTC Standards 
 Weekly, fortnightly, one off jobs 
 Lawn & weed treatment 
 All those little odd jobs? Consider it done! 
 Competitive Prices 

Call Adrian – 07999 639454  
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A Personal View            David Ackroyd 

We have all, I am sure, been distressed by what happened in Paris on 13th     
November. The idea that it is possible for large groups of people to be mur-
dered indiscriminately must, surely, give us cause to be concerned about the 
way in which we live together in today’s world.  The Government must surely 
be right to say that it has a responsibility to do all it can to keep people safe.  
However, the language of war does not seem to me to be the way forward.  I 
was struck by the words of Archbishop Oscar Romero of San       Salvador who 
was assassinated in 1980 whilst celebrating Mass.  His Advent message was 
read as part of our Advent Festival on 29th November.  In summary he said 
that Advent should remind us that in everyone we meet we should see the 
face of Christ.  If we do then we will find it impossible to harm them.  The full 
text is quoted at page 15 in this month’s Outlook. 

However, it also seems to me that we can easily adopt a double standard.  The 
killing of over 20 people in a hotel in the capital of Mali on 20th November 
was given some publicity.  However, perhaps you missed the 2 column inches 
on page 26 of the Daily Telegraph (28th November) which reported that a  
suicide bomber had killed at least 21 people in a village in Nigeria.  Do we pay 
less attention to these events because they are further away?  It may be so 
but the hostage-taking and shooting in Sydney just before Christmas last year 
got a lot of attention so it cannot be distance alone. 

What happens in Africa is always difficult to comprehend.  After all, in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo in the first 10 years of this millennium some 
5 million people were killed or displaced by internal and cross-border conflicts.  
How much of that did we hear about compared with, say, what has been    
happening in Syria, Israel and Palestine?  Fortunately the Anglican Church (and 
other churches) have been helping to build a better future in the Congo 
through education, health provision and improving the lot of women.  They 
truly see the face of Christ in everyone. 

We do need to address our own responses to violence perpetrated in the 
name of religious belief.  In particular, perhaps, we need to look to how we 
can support those who are actively trying to create a better way to live        
together.  In this context I am disappointed that the PCC decided not to       
donate to DR Congo in 2015.  However they did agree to a special collection in 
2016 which should give us an opportunity to focus on their issues, especially 
as Bishop Libby has just returned from a visit to Aru.   

A miserly cowboy walked into a saddler’s shop and asked for one spur. 

"One spur?"  said the saddler. "Don't you want a pair?" 
"Nope, just one,"  replied the Cowboy.  "I figure if I can get one side of the 
horse to go, the other will come with it." 
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Baker's delight.....                      Jill Baker 

Marmalade Cake 
Another January and another marmalade cake recipe! An 
opportunity to use up last year’s marmalade or some of a 
new batch (or just buy some).   

I love the marmalade icing on this. It looks very home-made 
and just the right balance of sharp and sweet.                                   

175g/6oz butter.  I use the spreadable butter - not the 
reduced fat types, but this easy to mix (a tip from 
Jane Asher cook book) 
175g/6oz caster sugar 
3 large eggs 
175g/6oz self-raising flour 
½ teaspoon baking powder 
3 tablespoons chunky Seville marmalade  
2 tablespoons milk 
Icing 
3 tablespoons chunky Seville marmalade 
100g/4oz icing sugar 
2 tablespoons of warm water 

Take a 20cm/8 inch round cake tin greased and lined. Preheat the oven to 
180C/350F. 

Beat the softened butter and sugar together until pale and fluffy.  Beat the eggs 
and gradually add to the mixture. Add a tablespoon of flour with the last egg.  
Sift the remaining flour and baking powder into the mixture and gently fold in.  
Stir in the marmalade and milk. 

Spoon into prepared tin and bake for 50 to 55 mins. 

Leave to cool for five minutes, run a knife around the inside of the tin and    
gently tip out the cake onto a cooling rack. 

Gently warm the marmalade and spread this over the top of the cake. 

Sift the icing sugar into a bowl, add the warm water and mix to a smooth,     
runny icing. Pour over letting it run down the sides. The chunks of marmalade 
will show through. 

This cake is delicious and will keep in an airtight container for up to five days 
(although you might find that it disappears a lot quicker than this!) 
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding  
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaran teed  

Free  W r i t ten  Quota t ions ,  w i thou t  ob l iga t ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Professor Brian Cox - Mellor School visit 
‘Reach for the Stars’ was 
the chorus when Professor 
Brian Cox opened the new 
extension to Mellor School 
last month.  The BBC's   
professional comet-gazer 
and radio presenter came 
to the village to see for 
himself the award-winning 
tree-top classroom and 
staggeringly impressive 
habitat wall which now has 
a nationwide army of     
admirers.   

Professor Cox's visit to formally open the new buildings - which also include a 
new library named after the school's founder Thomas Walklate - was the icing 
on the cake for the once tiny village school which now boasts seven classrooms 
and much-enlarged hall.  The massively-popular TV presenter gave a brief talk 
to the enthralled children about the planets in our universe before being     
staggered by the knowledge of the young would-be astronomers who bom-
barded the affable scientist with such questions as: "What makes the Earth 
spin?"    

The world-famous physicist, who is based at Manchester University, was      
accompanied on his special tour by members of the school's pupil parliament 
and then more than 200 invited guests - including our own Vicar - watched as 
Brian unveiled a plaque to commemorate his visit after hearing the whole 
school inspiringly sing the rousing S Club 7's signature tune.   Headteacher Jim 
Nicholson said: "It was a landmark day in the history of the school and           
obviously we were very grateful to Brian for finding time to visit us.   

"The new extension opens into the school's adjoining woodlands and allows us 
to teach all the children along the ethos displayed in progressive Forest 
Schools. We knew Brian was very keen on championing science in all its forms 
and we are thrilled that he came to see our giant habitat wall which covers an 
entire gable end of the new building.  The wall provides homes for birds, bats 
and hundreds of insects and we've already had a woodpecker inspecting his 
potential new sanctuary. 

"The wall, which was the brainchild of a London firm of architects, Sarah       
Wigglesworth, is the focal point of the extension which has been constructed 
along strict eco-lines and includes straw-bale insulation and bird-watching    
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vantage points. We are very proud to have such a pioneering school in Mellor 
and we try to teach the children in an outside environment whenever possible. 

"Naturally, we are hoping that Brian's visit will inspire the children's future 
learning.  The whole school is now a fantastic asset to our community and a 
lasting testimony to all those who became involved in the project, including the 
helpful builders MPS Construction from Marple Bridge." 

Thoughts from Archbishop Oscar Romero 

 

Advent should admonish us to discover 
in each brother or sister that we greet, 
in each friend whose hand we shake, 
in each beggar who asks for bread, 
in each worker who wants to use the right to join a union, 
in each peasant who looks for work in the coffee groves, 
the face of Christ. 

 
Then it would not be possible to rob them, 
to cheat them, 
to deny them their rights. 
They are Christ, 
and whatever is done to them 
Christ will take as done to himself. 
This is what Advent is: 
Christ living among us. 

3rd December, 1978  

Photos with thanks to www.twoforjoyphotography.co.uk 
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Friends of Mellor Parish Centre               Kath Threlfall 

Happy New Year to all our Friends and grateful thanks to you and all the good 
people of Mellor who continue to support our precious Parish Centre. All the 
profits made at our events and through Friends’ subscriptions go back to the 
Centre to keep it in tip-top condition for all the other activities which take place 
there. 

Forthcoming events : 

Monday 18th January: AGM & Talk ‘Bramall Hall: the Future’ 7.30 pm in     
Mellor Parish Centre. Following the AGM, refreshments will be served, after 
which the talk will be given by Alison Farthing, Project Manager of the lottery 
bid for Bramall Hall. As the Hall undergoes its £2.2 million facelift, here is a 
chance to find out what is being done to restore this magnificent building. The 
talk will be free as usual for Friends, but as it is such a good opportunity to 
learn more about the only Grade 1 listed building owned by SMBC on our     
behalf, we have opened this talk up to the general public, who will be able to 
enjoy free refreshments at approximately 8pm before the talk at about 8.15 
pm. Tickets at £5 can be purchased from January 2nd or on the night.  

Those people purchasing a ticket will be given the opportunity to convert this 
into yearly membership of the Friends for only an additional £5. 

Saturday 30th January 7.30 pm in Mellor Parish Church: ‘Sweet & Lowe’.  The 
return of one of our most popular events—an evening of song with Tom and 
Jennifer Lowe, taking time out once again from their busy musical careers in 
USA and Germany to entertain us in their home village. The concert will also 
feature John Wilson at the piano and Mellor Community Choir, in fine voice 
following their singing in CRUK’s Festival of Brass and Voices in the Royal Albert 
Hall last November. Tickets as last year are £12.50. 

Saturday 20th February 7.30pm in the Parish Centre: Fun Quiz and Hot-Pot 
Supper. This event is proving to be an annual favourite. Tickets are £10.    
Booking for Friends opens Monday 11th January, public booking 18th January.  

All tickets from  Angela Stead (427 3571) or the Parish Centre (484 5079).     
Further dates for your diary:  

Saturday 19th March 1.30 – 5pm:   Rubber Bridge Drive 

Saturday 9th April 7.30 pm: ‘Magic of the Musicals’ with NK Theatre Arts 

Sunday 17th April 11.30 am: Concert by Chetham’s Young Students  

Sunday 22nd May: Mellor Open Gardens 

Saturday 9th July : Rubber Bridge Drive 

Saturday 16th July : The Great Mellor Bake-Off 

To become a Friend of Mellor Parish Centre contact Christine Dutson on 427 
3775 or c.dutson@btinternet.com.  
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Peak Paving 
 

B u i l d i n g  an d  l a nd sc a p i n g  s e r v i c es  
A l l  a r ea s  o f  b u i l d i n g  wo rk  un d e r t ak e n  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 Wal l ing  
 Blockpaving  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fencing  

MELLOR GARDEN SERVICES LTD 

For all your gardening needs 

All aspects of garden maintenance  
provided from one off tidy ups to regular fortnightly visits,  

 
Hedge cutting, lawn care and Jet washing. 

   

Domestic and commercial work undertaken 
All year round service provided 

 

Free consultation and quotes provided 
 

 0161 355 5778 
15 Cote Green Lane, Marple Bridge,  Stockport, SK6 5DZ  

mellorgardenservices@googlemail.com  

Joseph Proctor 
Plumbing Services 

 

 Bathrooms 
 Central heating  
 Call outs and emergencies 
 Site work and domestic 

 
All aspects covered with a friendly 

and professional approach 
 

Call: 07949 082553 
proctor_joe@hotmail.com 

Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 01614941143 Mob: 07921791181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 
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Where is Tinkerbell? 
First of all, thank you for making my 
first Christmas above ground so  
memorable. I've been out and about 
now for more than four months since 
the St Thomas' bell-ringers freed me 
from my underground purgatory. 

I had a great time helping Santa and a 
lot of innkeepers contacted me to 
discuss their festive stable designs. 
Interestingly enough there was also 
an offer from those nice people at 
Amazon who thought I might be  
available for their TV ad which 
showed a tiny pony coming through a 
pet-flap in this horse-mad woman's 
kitchen door - as if? 

Anyway as a thank you for all your 
recent kindness, your talented editor 
suggested I should give a brief talk to 
the rest of the Mellor parishioners 
(see picture). He dubbed it: 'The    
Sermon on the Mount' - but I think 
that was taking matters too far.  I took 
as my text Job 39, vv 19-24: 

"Do you give the horse his might?  Do you clothe his neck with a mane?  
Do you make him leap like the locust?  His majestic snorting is terrifying.  
He paws in the valley and exults in his strength, he goes out to meet the 
weapons. He laughs at fear and is not dismayed; he does not turn back 
from the sword.  Upon him rattle the quiver, the flashing spear, and the 
javelin." 

I thought it neatly summed up my aspirations since I was released from the 
underground hell of the soulless Shiloh pit. 

I am still finding sanctuary inside your wonderful church but I'm under no      
illusion that not everyone appreciates my fluffy personality - so please let me 
know if you hear of any plots to have me taken back to the cruel mine owner in 
Moor End. 

In the meantime, happy New Year and look out for me in some of my favourite 
safe spots in the village.  
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Puzzle Time!                                     David Ackroyd 

Dear Readers, you may find that the puzzle described below is worth working at 
between Christmas and New Year instead of watching the TV!   

Using four ones and any mathematical symbols or annotation that you can 
think of create a continuous series of numbers from 1 upwards.  Some numbers 
are easy such as 1 = 1x1x1x1 or 13 = 11+1+1.   

Some are more difficult such as 9 = (1/.1) – (1/1).  Yet others are really difficult 
but finding those is part of the puzzle.  I have managed a sequence of 1 to 34 
but cannot get beyond there.  There are, of course, some higher numbers 
which are fairly easy to find but they do not count.  Incidentally, you could also 
try this with 4 fours in which case the puzzle is to find the three numbers      
between 1 and 100 that cannot be achieved (so far)! 

There is no prize but I should be pleased to hear you if you can get the 1 to 34 
sequence.  I will be even more pleased to hear if you are able to extend it.  
Clues are available on request.  If this puzzle is to be found on the internet then 
that would be cheating! 

Mellor Rose Queen - The Threetles       Tom Howling 

Live at the Parish Centre  - Come to our fantastic Beatles night on 6thFebruary. 
We have an amazing tribute band ‘The Threetles’ coming to play all your      
favourite Beatles tunes. We will of course be running a bar on the night. Every-
one is guaranteed a great time. Dressing up as one of the ‘Fab Four’ is optional. 
Tickets are available from the Rose Queen Team, Mellor Parish Office (484 
5079) or email mellorrosequeen@hotmail.com. Tickets are £10 (under 18s £5) 
and all proceeds with go to this year’s Rose Queen charity: Educaid – providing 
education for children in Sierra Leone. Please encourage all your friends to 
come along too! Thank you for all your support 

 Why have elephants got big ears?  Because Noddy won’t pay the         
ransom. 

 I said to this train driver: ''I want to go to Paris." He said ''Eurostar?'' I 
said, ''Well I've been on telly but I'm no Benedict Cumberbatch.” 

 My next-door neighbour worships parts of car exhaust systems, he's a 
catholic converter.      

 A three-legged dog walks into a saloon in the Old West. He slides up to 
the bar and announces: ''I'm looking for the man who shot my paw.''   

 I'll tell you what I love doing for laughs more than anything: trying to 
pack myself in a small suitcase. I can hardly contain myself.   
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The New Altar Cloth and Credence Cloth in memory of Jim and Helen 
Sugden              Christine Hamilton 
As a result of a chance conversation I had with Robin Phillips in 1989 I           
volunteered to make a new, much needed, altar cloth for the church. Robin 
arranged with Helen Sugden that she would sponsor it in memory of her      
husband Jim, who had died a few months earlier. Helen and I worked together 
(with a bit of input from the PCC) to finalise the design of the crochet lace. The 
symbols for St Thomas are a spear and/or a set square so we incorporated both 
these into an upright cross with points on the ends of the arms to represent 
spears and set squares in the angles between the arms. These crosses were 
worked in a row all along the lace in alternate dense and lighter filet crochet. 
The edge was finished off with a stylised border of dots and crosses based on 
the carved wooden border on the dado rail which runs round most of the 
church. The altar cloth and matching credence cloth were dedicated on Palm 
Sunday 1990. 

Twenty-five years down the line, the linen cloth had acquired quite a few holes 
but the lace was still perfect, so I decided to replace the linen on the original 
lace. Sadly, only a few days after I had purchased the linen, Helen herself died.  
However, I was very grateful when the members of her family offered to pay 
for the new linen in her memory.  Joyce Moss very kindly agreed to make up 
the new altar and credence cloths, as I am no longer able to sit over a sewing 
machine for such long seams, and I have re-mounted my original lace on them 
so that both cloths now look as new. They are due to be re-dedicated in 
memory of both Helen and Jim during the 10 am service on 20th December. 

I wish to record my thanks to Joyce Moss and the Sugden family for their      
assistance in refurbishing these special cloths. 

Summary of Deanery Synod Meetings 2015           Judith Shiel 
In February the Revd. Sue Mayo spoke on making links between churches and 
local schools. Sue had worked extensively in the field of education and is      
concerned with the need to pass on the Christian faith to the next generation. 
A questionnaire on education from the Diocese had been carried out and 
showed that all churches in the Chadkirk Deanery have links with the primary 
schools in their parishes, though not all have links with secondary schools. 
There is a Diocesan Advisor for Ministry among Children, David Bell, who     
supports children’s workers, runs special events such as the ‘Big Bible’ event at 
the cathedral, and carries out training. Books on work with children are       
available, such as Help, there’s a child in my parish!  by A. Buckley and           
Storytime Handbook  by A Lythall. The Revd. Jane Brooke (formerly vicar of 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Compstall) has also written a number of books on this topic. Sue gave            
examples of useful ways to engage with children, such as music, drama and 
crafts. Another less obvious way of engaging is chaplaincy. Sue has herself 
been chaplain to three schools and is willing to advise on this area of the work.                                            

In May the only business was elections to Diocesan Synod, and after this the 
meeting was a social, with a bring-and-share supper. This gave members a 
chance to talk informally to people from other churches in a less hurried way 
than is usually the case. This was appreciated and found useful and the format 
will be repeated in the future. 

In September the Revd. George Lane, the lead chaplain at Manchester Airport, 
spoke on this work. George had previously been in parish ministry but was on 
the clergy call-out list for emergencies at the airport before he became full-
time chaplain there. He explained that chaplaincy is a different type of ministry 
from parish work, as clergy are dealing with a constantly changing number of 
people, most of whom they will see only briefly. The airport is the size of a 
small town, with a varied community of staff, volunteers and passengers. Some 
22,000 staff pass through every week, and 22 million passengers a year. The 
work was begun in 1980 by a Baptist minister and there are now 16 chaplains 
from all faiths. Not all these are full-time and paid – some are part-time and 
some are volunteers - but the core team of four provides a service from 8.00 
am-4.00 pm Monday to Friday. There is a call-out service covering the rest of 
the time. The situations dealt with are very varied. Some people are in distress 
because a relative has died abroad, or an emergency such as the Tunisian   
massacre has happened, and some passengers find themselves in difficult     
political situations because of events in their home countries. Chaplains also 
work in coordination with the Foreign Office to help British citizens with     
problems abroad, and with the Forced Marriage Unit to identify people    
affected by this issue. They are now trained also to look for signs of human 
trafficking, as this is an increasing problem.  

In November the Revd. Lynn Boyle, vicar of St Paul’s, Compstall, spoke on the 
plight of Palestinian Christians. Lynn has led several pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land and has been asked by Bp Peter to promote the charity Friends of the 
Holy Land, which works to raise awareness of the situation of Christians there, 
to encourage people to pray, to offer practical support and to promote pilgrim-
age. This is important, not only for the benefit of those who visit, but because 
so many Christians in the Holy Land depend on the tourist/pilgrimage industry 
for their livelihoods. Lynn showed an excellent DVD which demonstrated the 
difficulties faced by Christians who have limited access to education, health 

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 33) 
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SERVICES INCLUDE: 

 COMPANIONSHIP 

 LOCAL TRANSPORTATION &           
ERRANDS 

 CONVALESCENCE SUPPORT 

 MEDICATION REMINDERS 

 LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING 

 MEAL PREPARATION 

 SHOPPING 

 PERSONAL CARE 

 SPECIALIST DEMENTIA &                
ALZHEIMER’S CARE AND MUCH 
MORE 

Being able to live in your own home 
can be one of the most    important   
comforts in an older person’s life, 
and because family and friends 
can’t always be there, we are here 
to help. 

Our Caregivers help our clients to 
lead a more comfortable and     con-
fident life, offering a variety of ser-
vices tailored to their individual 
needs. 

From just a couple of hours a day, 
to full time, our care is available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Home Instead 

A leading name in senior care. 

Paul Vickers 

A local name to speak to. 

Caul Paul or Chris for a free        
confidential consultation on: 

01663 765510 
www.homeinstead.co.uk 

Home Instead Senior Care, The Stables, 48B Buxton Road, High Lane, Cheshire SK6 8BH  
Mail: paul.vickers@homeinstead.co.uk 

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is independently owned and operated 
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Roger Armistead, 1940-2015 
Steph often said that because of his cheery 
nature Roger must have been born under a 
sunflower. In fact Roger was a wartime  
baby, born in Wolverhampton on Battle of 
Britain day, 15th September, 1940.  He 
grew up in Lincoln, where he was later to 
meet his wife Steph.  Roger’s parents     
divorced when he was a boy, and he was 
mainly brought up by his mother and his 
two big sisters.  His father did take him to 
watch cricket, inspiring in Roger a life-long 
love of the game and interest in Yorkshire 
county cricket, to the consternation of his 
pals on this side of the Pennines. 

With the exception of squash, Roger didn't 
play sport but loved sports of every kind. 
Having a Wolverhampton connection he 

was a Wolverhampton Wanderers supporter all his life, and the Wolves’ flag 
flew in Lower Fold on the day of his funeral, in Roger's memory and in aid of a 
prostate cancer charity. 

On leaving school, Roger started working in the chemical industry. He always 
felt greatly privileged to have had wise and caring mentors at work, several of 
whom also became good friends. Roger went on to gain his ONC, HNC and 
HND, finally gaining membership of the Institute of Chemical Engineers in 1972. 
Around then he also had the good fortune to be involved in a brand new plant 
at the cutting edge of chemical processes producing titanium dioxide.  

In the late 1970s Roger and Steph, together with their children Ellen and Ken, 
spent 3 years in Rochdale.  Through Ken's love of swimming, Roger along with 
two friends set up the Rochdale Aqua Bears swimming club; it’s still going 
strong.  Roger's last working years were spent at Buss Hamilton, a Swiss      
company.  He always felt so blessed that he had spent his working life in the 
company of good people doing a job he loved. 

In retirement Roger and Steph had 11 years on their narrowboat Annie Wright. 
They explored most of the inland waterways having great fun and great         
adventures, and they learned to live simply, in small spaces. They also made 
some very good new friends and had some memorable trips with some very 
dear old friends. 

It was in the ‘80s that Roger did a short fun run which gave him the running 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Established 1920        Tel 427 2276 

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 

M.N.A.F.D 
Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

If you would like to advertise in OUTLOOK, or know someone 
who might, please contact David Ackroyd on 427 1568 or 

davidackroyd@uwclub.net for information about prices and 
available space.  

A passenger jet was bouncing around in a severe thunderstorm.  A young wom-
an was sitting next to a vicar. 

‘Vicar, you’re a man of God,’ she asked.  ’Can’t you do something about this 
storm?’   

The vicar smiled at her and said: ‘Sorry, M’dear.  I’m in sales not management.’ 
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Josie Dantry I have been around the world and seen won-
derful things, but there is nowhere like this. 
The sense of peace here is beautiful. I have 
found the answers to my questions here. It is 
an oasis in a busy, busy world. Thank God his 
love is with us. 

G. A. Lee I am not a Christian but I valued the              
opportunity to visit the inside of this church.  
It is beautifully situated and has a spiritual 
feeling. 

Neil Theasby One could spend a whole day just exploring 
the graves in St. Thomas's churchyard. 

Canon and Mrs Ian Gooding Much blessed to find many ancestors in this 
lovely and cherished place. 

Na Tjadder Engdahl Visiting church once again from Sweden to 
sing here on Friday and Sunday. 

Sheila Morrison What a beautiful church! My great-
grandmother was baptised here in 1846. 

June Barron and Ken Ed-
wards 

Will be back in May to watch my daughter get 
married in this lovely church. 

B. S. Dunkerley Lovely church.  Beautiful views. 

George Christie,   Toronto, 
Canada 

Brilliant! 

Lorraine Christie, Hamilton 
Oak, Canada 

Beautiful church.  Very inspiring. 

Joyce and Eric Bloom So peaceful - the windows beautiful. 

Margaret Mulany Gorgeous church!  What a great history. 

Pat Fletcher Fabulous font and pulpit! 

Alan and Maureen Jones A beautiful peaceful church with wonderful 
views. 

Andrew Simcock Thank you for being open and trusting us. 
Hope this donation is of use. 

More from the Church Visitors’ Book…. 
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Roofing & Property 

Maintenance  
For ALL aspects of property care—

repair, replacement & Installation  

Call David on  

Tel: 0161 612 7979  

  Mobile 07769 950598 or 07876 388703 

Email: abstractroofing@googlemail.com 

142 Compstall Road,  

Marple Bridge SK6 5HD 

ALL SEWN UP ! 

Clothing alterations and repairs 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Cushion 

Making 
 

For a free estimate ring Louise on 07923 

587795 

10 Clement Road, Marple Bridge 

Email: customerservice@all-sewn-up-marple.co.uk 
Web: www.all-sewn-up-marple.co.uk 

 

 

 

All locks expertly repaired and fitted. 

The latest anti-snap lock technology. 

uPVC door and window repair & care. 

24 hour call out, with no call-out charge. 

Full 12 month guarantee on all work. 

10% discount to readers of Outlook.  

[Quote ‘Mellor Parish’] 

Call to book your free winter  

Home Security Survey. 

0161 427 7025       

www.sure-locks.co.uk 
Sure Locks is a local business, based in Mellor. 

We accept all major credit & debit cards. 

 

 Stone Slating 

 Slating 

 Tiling 

 Chimney Repairs 

 Flat Roofs 

 Velux Windows 
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The Armistead family                                                            Steph Armistead 

Thank you somehow seems inadequate to express our gratitude to the Mellor 
church family for all you did for us and him during Roger's illness. Your 
thoughts ,prayers and practical help were wonderful. We felt surrounded by a 
wall of love. Also, thank you so much to all the willing helpers on the day of 
Roger's funeral. You made it an occasion to gladden our hearts. I am sure he 
would have loved it too.  

We send our love to you all.  Ellen, Chris, Ken and Steph (the Armistead family).  

Genealogical research        Ed. 
A few months ago, Mrs Editor and I set off for a place called Calverhall in  
Shropshire.  One of Mrs Editor’s ancestors, Alexander Kirkpatrick, her great-
great-grandfather, is buried there and she has always wanted to go and visit his 
grave.  We found the church (closed and sadly with a sign saying ‘There is no 
lead on this roof’).  We then found Alexander’s grave.  It was in quite a      
prominent place and was a plain white cross with just his name across it in 
black lettering.  Both Mrs Editor and I found it quite moving.   

About two years ago, we made a visit to Dumfries to find some of the other 
Kirkpatricks.  It is really exciting when you find these old graves that you have      
always wanted to visit and then suddenly you come across them.  When I was   
working in Pitlochry, Mrs Editor and I visited a tiny Scottish Museum near Blair     
Atholl.  The curator was a very keen Scot and no doubt backbone of the SNP. 
When my wife said some of her ancestors were Scottish, he asked excitedly 
‘Oh, aye. Who were they?’   She said, ‘the Kirkpatricks.’  The smile left his face 
and he said with some reservation, ‘Oh...they fought for the English, you know’.  
She said, ‘We are also McEwens’.  He lightened up at this and said, ’Oh, that’s 
alright then.’  When I told him I was Welsh, he said with delight ‘Ah, God’s   
other country’.  It is very interesting and exciting tracing these gravestones. 
When in Calverhall I grabbed a copy of their parish magazine (as I do).  Not 
quite as good and interesting as ours, of course, with 39 adverts. However, one 
item caught my eye.  There was a small picture of a pretty, dark-haired young 
lady (in a dog-collar which was a bit of a giveaway) who turned out to be the 
Curate and the item which accompanied it was written by her, part of which I 
quote as follows:   

‘Yes, it really has already been a year since I was ordained and became Curate 
in the 17 churches of the Deanery!  So much water has flowed under so many 
bridges since then.  It seems like a lot longer.  There have been many highs, 
some lows and lots and lots of ‘firsts’ to brave.  Lots of people are now used to 
seeing me around.  I’m less of a ‘novelty’ and attract fewer stares and            
bewildered faces at seeing a disabled, female priest with a nose ring!’ 
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ODD JOB REQUIRED 
 

Local Handyman for 

domestic jobs 

Free advice given 

Contact Vin on 

0161 427 6907 

Loft  Convers ions,  Bathrooms  
Fireplaces & Stonework  

and a l l  o ther  t ypes  o f  bu i l d ing work  
 

Telephone  
07816 178611          0161 427 6890  

K  W a l t o n  
IYENGAR YOGA 
Mellor Parish Centre 

Tuesday evening 7.15 - 8.45pm 

Wednesday morning 10 11.30am 

Brabyns Park 

Thursday morning 9.30 -11am 

Romiley Forum  

Monday and Friday morning  
9.30 -10.30am 

Please contact Mary Griffiths 

0161 427 1405    07890 491982 

marywaterside@hotmail.com 

T B G  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
(E l e c t r i c a l  Con t ra c to r s )  

ELECTRICIAN  

0 7 9 8 9  4 3 6 6 1 6  
tgbelectrical@gmx.co.uk 

www.tbginspection.co.uk 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND INSURED 

         TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED 

 Domestic houses (extensions, conversions, new builds etc) 

 Commercial shops, offices, clubs, warehouses, farms, stables 

 Landlords inspections, maintenance services, callouts 

 Rewires and replacement consumer units 

 Garden lighting and power, garages and outbuildings 

 Alarms, security and fire, emergency lights, security lights  

 Inspections and test reports for insurance, house purchases. 

   CRB checked. No job too small 

Part P Registered 
Domestic & Commercial 

A J Beese 

Full Scope All Electrical Systems 

 RHODES & PARTNERS 

CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

40 Town Street, Marple Bridge, Stockport SK6 5AA 
 

Structural Engineering Advice & Reports for Residential and Commercial Properties 
Structural Design & Calculation to Building Regulations for: 

Residential & Leisure Buildings, Commercial, Industrial & Retail Properties.  
Party Wall Surveyors & CDM Co-ordinators 

 

Visit:  www.rhodesandpartners.co.uk  or call 0161 427 8388 

mailto:marywaterside@hotmail.com
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Prayer for the Month 

Thought for the Month 

Be the strength of God  
 between me and each weakness 

Be the light of God  
 between me and each darkness 

Be the joy of God  
 between me and each sadness 

Be the calm of God  
 between me and each madness 

Be the life of God  
 between me and each death 

Be the Spirit of God  
 between me and each breath 

Be the love of God  
 between me and each sigh 

Be the Presence of God  
 with me when I die. 

Without rest, labour becomes oppressive.   Work depends on rest, and rest on 
work.   Uninterrupted and undifferentiated exertion is not work, but merely 
labour.   When we lose sight of the alternation of work and rest, because the 
labours are too heavy or because we have no satisfying work to do, everything 
is experienced as labour.   Work is what we rest from, rest is what we work   
towards.   This truth is easy to misunderstand;  it is not simply that we need 
relief from expenditure of effort.   A good deal of effort is poured into non-
working activities too:  activities chosen to suit our fancy, which we call 
‘leisure’, and also the often tiresome tasks involved in sustaining life - shopping, 
preparing food, running a home, attending to children and sickness, receiving 
and answering routine communications and so on.   True rest from work       
involves reflection.   It is as we rest from it that we can see our work as an    
accomplishment, not merely a task.   We can take satisfaction in its completion. 

The importance of rest is embodied for Jews and Christians in the institution of 
a weekly day of worship.  In entering God’s rest through the Sabbath             
celebration we learn to share his evaluation and to apply it to our own work. 

Oliver O’Donovan ‘Reflections on Work’ (in 'On Rock or Sand', essays edited by 
John Sentamu) 
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and social care and business. Travel to Jerusalem involves long delays at check- 
points. It is easy to forget that for centuries Christians and Moslems lived in 
harmony, but now because of the problems, many Christians are emigrating so 
only a small number remain. They are the remnants of the oldest Christian 
community in the world, with a continuous presence from the time of Jesus, 
and without them we would lose our connection with the roots of our faith. 
The website of FHL is www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk 

(Continued from page 22) 

bug. He loved running in the hills around here and ran a number of half-
marathons. In the last few years he became involved in the Marple park run. 
He was only able to run a few times but became a familiar face marshalling at 
the river drop in Brabyns Park, until very recently. He loved it and it meant so 
much to him during his last months.  Ellen, wearing Roger’s number, achieved a    
personal best time for him round the course on the Saturday after he died – a 
fitting tribute. 

Roger had a strong faith. This started when he was about 11 years old from a 
chance meeting with his parish priest, the Revd. J F S Jones.  ‘JFS’ became 
something of a surrogate father to him, and the faith inspired by JFS was to 
grow and deepen throughout Roger’s life, spilling over to provide plenty of 
faith to share with others. Roger was a committed and active member of his 
local church wherever he lived, and we benefitted greatly from this at Mellor.  
Roger led two memorable trips to the Holy Land, helped organise churchyard 
mowing teams, servers’ rotas and Lent prayers, and was a Lay Assistant.      
Outside church Roger was a Samaritan for a few years and then became a    
bereavement counsellor for Cruse. 

In addition to all this, Roger had his own particular ministry, which was one of 
encouragement of others.  Making no fuss, he would have a word and a twinkly 
smile for many, many people as he went about his daily life; it’s no wonder he 
was known as ‘Mr Smiley Man’ in church circles.  Other descriptions of him   
include incorrigible, gregarious, generous, thoughtful, engaging and ‘the oldest 
swinger in town’.  One friend wrote ‘he was just the best at twinkling’.   
Roger had the great gift of living life fully, and living life well, embracing every-
thing and everybody from "Bach to boogie". 

Roger valued and cherished his relatives, and friends old and new, and loved 
Steph and their children and grandchildren with all his heart.  In return, he was 
much loved by the many people whose lives he enriched, and he will be   great-
ly missed. 

(Continued from page 25) 
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Stewards Rota 

Church Rotas 

Date 8.30 am 10.00 am 6.30 pm 

3 Jan R Farmery T and P Holt M Myatt 

10 Jan A Mason A Allcard and H Ruffell A Dowdeswell 

17 Jan J Gregory I and C Hamilton R and J Elliot 

24 Jan M Myatt M Lowe and M Williams J Shiel 

31 Jan A Mason D Jelleyman and A Dowdeswell M Myatt 

7 Feb R Farmery P Harrison and S McAllister A Dowdeswell 

Please arrange your own substitute.  If necessary phone Anthea Nicholls on 427 2187.  
Stewards should sit where they can see the door easily, so they can see latecomers and 
hand them service books and show them to a seat. 

3 Jan Christmas flowers 7 Feb Lesley Futcher 

10 Jan Jenny Butterworth 14 Feb No flowers (Lent) 

17 Jan Pat Harrison 21 Feb No flowers (Lent) 

24 Jan Judith Shiel 28 Feb No flowers (Lent) 

31 Jan Angela Muller   

If you wish to change a date please contact Jenny Johnson on 427 1348.  The church 
key is also available from the Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

3 Jan M Leng/S Armitage Feb S Norbury and S Edmundson 

10 Jan P Long/A Muller   

17 Jan J and L Futcher   

23 Jan P Holt/J Mann  Please contact Anthea Nicholls 
on 427 2187 if there are any 
problems . 31 Jan A Allcard/J Jones  

7 Feb R and J Elliot  

Flower Rota 
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GLASS MERCHANTS: LEADED LIGHT MANUFACTURERS: GLAZIERS 

WE SOLVE PROBLEMS IN GLASS!  

0 1 6 1  9 4 7  4 8 0 0  -  4  L I N E S
Fir Tree Glassworks, 215 Gorton Road, Reddish, Stockport 

Director Stephen Barber Tel 01663 740073

S TAYLOR & SONS (STOCKPORT) LTD 

 Glass cut to size 
 Mirrors re-silvered 
 Decorative Glass 
 Laminated Safety Glass 

 Silvering 
 Sandblasting 
 Manufacturers of Sealed Units 
 Leaded Light Specialists 
 Splash backs 

 Bevelling & Mirrors 
 Tinted Glass 
 Embossing 
 Brilliant cut 

KEY HOLIDAYS TRAVEL AGENCY 
Established 1991 

 

‘Creating Perfect Holidays For Over 20 Years’ 

    Award Winning Agency Selling Worldwide Travel 

Call us or call in  0161 494 5881 

Key House – 76 Compstall Road – Romiley – SK6 4DE 

ABTA 71877 – Book With Confidence 

 
 

Optometrist and Contact Lens Practitioner 
(Formerly Erica M Jones) 

 

39 Market Street, Marple SK6 7AA 
0161 427 4945 

Continuing to provide a professional and friendly service 

opticians riding
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting 

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911 / 07855 785 450      Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

R. SWEATMORE 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER & CONTRACTOR 

COBDEN FARM, COBDEN EDGE, 

MELLOR 

Telephone 0161 449 0710 

Mobile 07759 495089 

BERNARD SHAW 

Plumbing Ltd 
(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


