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Vicar’s Viewpoint 

This year, Easter comes early – on 27th March – 
and that will also be the day when the clocks 
change to summer time.  So we may well be  
feeling spring-like in March, and that makes    
February the last month of winter. 

February doesn’t have a very good reputation 
amongst months.  Sandwiched between January 
with its resolutions and its credit card balances to 
be cleared, and March when all the encouraging 
spring-like things begin, it feels rather like the 
end of the line, another month of winter when 
we’ve already had enough of it.  The Old English 
name for February meant "mud month". 

Sometimes it’s possible to see it in a different way.  In our family, it marks the 
birthdays of Nick and me, our older daughter (the younger just missed it), my 
late father, mother-in-law and stepfather, my cousin, my nephew and my ex-
brother-in-law, plus two close friends.  In 28 days, this offers a lot of               
opportunities to party and celebrate.  Another way to welcome February is to 
remember that it’s a short month, and will be over sooner than any other – 
though don’t forget we’ll have a 29th February too this year! 

And this day, traditionally one on which young ladies may propose marriage to 
young gentlemen instead of the other way around, reminds me of another   
positive for February – St Valentine’s Day on the 14th.   (There’s more about this 
on pages 15 and 16) . 

I know that not everyone is a fan of this day, particularly those of us who were 
shy teenagers fearing equally not receiving a Valentine’s card, and actually   
receiving one, or those who dislike its over-commercialisation.  But there is 
nonetheless something about having a day each year when we think, however 
briefly, about love; it’s a brief change of focus from thinking about what’s 
wrong with our world. 

As Christians, we should really be thinking of every day as a day about love.  For 
Jesus was born on earth and died on a cross through love for us; by rising to life 
again, he is still a force of love in our hearts and our troubled world today.   

Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love” (John 15: 9).  Love is the message and its means; we will always be loved 
by God.  Whether it’s February or not. 

Every blessing,  Alex 
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The Women’s Evening Fellowship meets on the second Wednesday at 8.00 pm (Parish Centre) 
The Choir practises each week on Friday at 6.45 pm 
Guides meet each week on Tuesday 7.15pm to 8.45pm (Parish Centre) 
Tea and Friendship meets on the first Wednesday 1.45pm to 3.45pm (Parish Centre) 
Toddlers Group meets on Thursday each week 10.00am (Parish Centre) 
Prayer Group meets on Monday each week 10.30am (Parish Centre) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR  FEBRUARY 2016 

 1  Mon 7.30 pm Peter Cunningham Concert (Parish Centre) 

 3  Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion 

 6  Sat 7.30 pm ‘The Threetles’ (RQ Event) (Parish Centre) 

 7  Sun 
Next before Lent 

8.30 am 
10.00 am 
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion 
Compline (Parish Centre) 

8  Mon 10.45 – 12 noon Coffee with the Vicar (Parish Centre) 

9  Tues 7.30 pm Deanery Synod (Romiley) 

10  Wed 
Ash Wednesday 

10.00 am Holy Communion 

11  Thurs 9.30 – 10.00 am ‘Praise & Play’ (Parish Centre) 

14  Sun 
1st Sunday of 
Lent 

8.30 am 
10.00 am 
2.00 pm 
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion 
Holy Baptism 
Compline (Parish Centre) 

16  Tues 7.45 pm PCC Meeting (Parish Centre) 

17  Wed 10.00 am 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Pilgrim Group (Vicarage) 

20  Sat 7.30 pm FOMPC Quiz (Parish Centre) 

21  Sun 
2nd Sunday of 
Lent 

8.30 am 
10.00 am 
11.30 am 
12.15 pm 
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion 
Holy Baptism 
Holy Baptism 
Choral Evensong 

23  Wed 10.00 am Holy Communion 

28  Sun 
3rd Sunday of 
Lent 

8.30 am 
10.00 am 
4.00 pm 
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion 
Charity Concert “Music for Kenya” 
Compline (Parish Centre) 
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PHOTOCOPYING FACILITIES AT THE PARISH CENTRE 

We have excellent black-and-white photocopying facilities available at 
the Parish Centre at very competitive rates.                                                                                 

A4 – 5p a side  and  A3 – 13p a side.          

What is the Church Electoral Roll?                                    Eileen Benford-Miller 

In the Church of England, it is your Parish's register of electors; it is the list of 
those qualified to vote at the annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) where 
the elections take place for the Parochial Church Council (PCC), and the     
Deanery Synod. It is also our membership list, the number we can count upon 
as committed members of St Thomas’.  

Our electoral roll officer is Eileen Benford-Miller. The roll is revised annually 
and the new roll is reported at the APCM, which this year is to be held in April. 
If your name is not on the current roll and you would like it to be added please 
contact Eileen (427 4311) or the Parish Office (484 5079) for an application 
form, or download one from the church website at www.mellorchurch.org. 
They need to be completed and returned to Eileen or the Parish Office no later 
than 24th March. 

Sunday 6th March is Mothering Sunday: at 10am we are having a special 
church service to say thank you to all our Mums (and Grannies, Nans and 
Aunties, and Mother Church).  It will be a service for all ages, with some good 
hymns.  Please put it in your diary,  and send out the invitations now! 

It will not be a communion service—however, there will be a communion as 
normal at 8.30am that day. 
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Editorial meanderings 

I must confess, gentle readers, I was on the verge of discontinuing these  
'Editorial Meanderings' as I have meandered for long enough and they are even 
starting to bore ME.  However, I was recently approached by a charming, witty 
and highly intelligent lady who appeared to be an Outlook reader and seemed 
to be aware that I was the culprit who, every month, invades her house with 
this witless drivel.  This kind lady mentioned that she finds these meanderings 
mildly amusing and interesting and would not abandon her subscription to the 
magazine if they continued, so I have dragged the aged body to the keyboard 
once more.  Thank you for your comments, kind lady. 

I recently came across a photograph of a one-time hero of mine with whom I 
eventually had the pleasure of working.  Sadly he is no longer with us but I talk 
about a gentleman named Anthony Newley.  As things would have it, he turned 
out be a lovely, friendly and unassuming man.  Also in this television thing we 
were doing was a lovely, also friendly and unassuming lady named Honor   
Blackman (yes, gentle readers, I have actually worked with two 'Bond girls' - the 
lovely Eunice Gayson being the other - both 'fab' ladies.  I talk of early Bond, of 
course, before technology took over from a decent script.)   

Newley and Blackman  were obviously old friends and got on very well. They 
loved a laugh and it was a most enjoyable job.  She was also a delight and lots 
of fun.  I told Anthony Newley that I was a huge fan of his and of ‘Stop The 
World - I Want to Get Off’ - a musical written by him and Leslie Bricusse, again 
in the '60s, and performed mainly by Newley himself.  It ran for a time in      
London and New York and a film was also made of it.  It was a bit 'quirky' (as 
Newley had a tendency to be) and not everyone's cup of tea, but it was         
certainly mine.  I only had the record (for younger readers, 'records' were big 
round flat discs made of vinyl and which you put on a turntable). Newley was a  
very clever writer, singer and actor and years ahead of his time.  I asked him 
why he didn't bring back an updated version of 'Stop the world...'.  The songs 
were clever and topical for their time, politically and socially.  I said I realised he 
would have to revise them, of course.  He said he didn't think it would go now.  
I said I thought it would go better than ever.  Trouble is, if you stopped the 
world now - we'd all probably want to get off.                                                                                  

I did a lot of small telly and film jobs, obviously because the money was good 
and mainly to keep the family eating while I tried to get more theatre work, 
which is what I really loved.  I can, of course, only speak for when I was doing  
it, though I think it's probably the same now.  As a young actor, when you first 
start doing film and telly, your main concern is wanting to be seen.  After you've 
become married with a family, your main concern is just wanting to be paid. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Curtis Builders 

Marple Bridge 

427 2633 

Building Contractors 

 
 
 
 

Joinery 
Door, Windows fitted Hardwood, Softwood & UPVC 

Fitted Kitchens and Bedrooms also new Worktops 
Skirting boards, Architrave and all inside Joinery 

Garden Decking, Pergolas, Garden Gates 
Stair Handrails, Spindles, Newel Posts fitted 
Will also replace failed Double Glazed units 

and Dado rails 

SPECIALISED CARPENTRY 
Tables, Beds Bookcases, Fire surrounds, Radiator 

Covers, Chests of Drawers, Plate Racks   
Also Dovecotes 

Will also make to your own design 

ENGLISH TUITION 
Mr. M Bennett M.Sc. B.Ed. 

8 Years Freelance: 23 Secondary, 15 Dept Head  

Age 7-14: Skills boost; Private School Exam prep. 

Age 14-18: G.C.S.E. / A Level preparation; English 
skills in other subjects; logical thinking 

University entrance assistance 

 0161 427 0312 

ROB PRESTON 

P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 or 01663 742831 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTALLATIONS - I CAN INSTALL 

YOUR TV/HOME THEATRE ETC AND 
HELP YOU GET THE MOST FROM IT 

 TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

FREE CALL OUT AND ESTIMATE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

REPAIRS TO  TV 
 HI.FI 
 DVD 
 WASHERS/
DRYERS 

 ELECTRIC 
COOKERS 

       J.R.S CROFT 
 

Jon Croft 
Specialised Carpenter & Joiner 
 

         Mobile: 07855 688440 
         ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN 
         NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Martin Quinn  

Plumbing 
(Est.1983) 

Bathroom Suites – Showers 

Tiles – Leaks – Overflows 

Free estimates and advice 

Friendly Service 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport, 
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 
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Warren 
Mitchell 

(W N J S) 

Plumbing, Gas, & Heating 
All Property Repairs 

Tel: 

0161 484 0430  
Mob: 07904 364734  

The Oaks Boarding Cattery 
Gird Lane,  Mill Brow, Marple Bridge 

0161 427 1492 

Centrally Heated Chalets    Built to F.A.B. Standard     

Vaccinations Essential      Loving Personal Attention Outdoor Runs   

 

Mellor Nook  

Private Resident ial home  
for the Elderly  

 
Registered with  

Stockport Social Services  
 
 

Telephone 0161 427 4293 
 

Propr ietors  
Mrs J Cr itchlow and Sons  

PIANO LESSONS 

By experienced qualified teacher 
Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 

 

 
 

Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 

 ACS Qualified 

 City & Guilds Qualified 

 Gas-Safe Registered 

 Emergency Callout 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday 
and Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

 
For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 

Ann Preston 01663 742831 
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Pragmatism replaces vanity.  I say this because it takes you a while to realise 
that just because you've filmed something, it doesn't mean you are going to be 
in it.  This includes many scenes filmed by top actors.  A film can be about six or 
eight hours long when they have filmed all the scenes but when  they have to 
trim it to about two, a lot has to go.  I could go on, but I've got to wind this one 
up now.  I finish with, for me, the best description of the three ages of actor's 
life written by a character actor named Frank Thornton.   

"When you are a keen and artistically-motivated young actor and you are 
offered a job, your first concern is ‘What's the part like?’ 

When you reach middle age it's: ‘What's the money like?’    

When you become a jaded old actor, it's: "What's the parking like?" 

(Continued from page 6) 

Where is Tinkerbell? 
Hi Children, This is me on board 
the Derbyshire TinkerBELLE. I've 
discovered so many ways to enjoy 
my freedom since escaping from 
the Shiloh peppermint mine late 
last year and, thanks to the       
railway enthusiasts in the Church 
tower, I've been introduced to the       
delights of first-class rail travel, or 
MANE-lining as I like to call it. 

I had a busy Christmas working 
with Santa's reindeer and over-

indulged at New Year when some of the naughty bell-ringers introduced me to 
Black Horse single malt whisky but now I'm on the wagon and thinking of 
launching my own pony express delivery service. 

I still have to be very careful about where I appear in Mellor but if you can    
protect me from the dastardly Moor End mine-owner, I would be happy to visit 
you and donate one of my lucky horseshoes. If you would like me to visit you 
on a special occasion please contact the Outlook editor at 
guynicholls@uwclub.net and give him the password: Mister Ed.  

An intellectual joke: A man asked the librarian if she had a book about      
Pavlov’s dog and Schrodinger’s cat. 

She said it rang a bell but she wasn’t sure if it was there or not. 
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Whiting & Mason 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills 
and Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil 
Litigation including Accident Claims, 
Lasting Powers of Attorney and 
Court of Protection Proceedings.  
 
Please call Neil Gunson, Patricia 
Kay or Richard Jones for any 
information you require.  
 

          We are here to help 

UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone  

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive 

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill. 

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK 

call centre in London:  best rated utility service in Which? each year 

since 2007 

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 

  

A great husband and wife team with over 20 years’ experience covering all 
your gardening  needs!   Fully Insured 
  

 Complete garden maintenance and clearance, no job too small 
 All Types of Pruning Including Fruit Trees & Canes 
 Trained to NVQ, Royal Forestry Society & NPTC Standards 
 Weekly, fortnightly, one off jobs 
 Lawn & weed treatment 
 All those little odd jobs? Consider it done! 
 Competitive Prices 

Call Adrian – 07999 639454  
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Brian Perks 1935 - 2015 
“I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, from 
whence cometh my help.” 

With these well-known words from Psalm 
121 David Perks ended his tribute to his 
father Brian at his recent funeral service.   
These were very fitting words for Brian 
who took so much pride and pleasure in 
introducing his family and friends to the 
pleasures of hill walking over many years. 

Mellor Church and the communities of 
Marple and Mellor have lost a good friend 
in Brian Perks.  Brian and Gwenn moved to 
Marple when they were married in 1965 
and lived on Marple Ridge; they have been 
closely associated with St Thomas’ Church 
for most of that time.  Brian served as a 
member of the PCC several times, he was 

a regular reliable member of the Church Fete team of volunteers, and for nearly 
twenty years he had quietly but efficiently coordinated the distribution of    
Outlook, the monthly church magazine. 

If a job needed doing at church, Brian just got on with it in his quiet unassuming 
way, never seeking attention but always concerned to do a job thoroughly.  His 
love of plants and knowledge of wildlife led to a concern with the Living 
Churchyard and, with others, Brian worked steadily over many years to          
introduce and nurture interesting and appropriate plants in the churchyard, to 
encourage butterflies and birds and to remind us of the cycle of the seasons.   
More recently he and Gwenn planted and tended the modest but attractive 
borders around the Parish Centre. 

As David said in his tribute: “If, over the years, you went for a walk with Brian, 
you will recall his ability to tell you both the common name and the Latin name 
of any hedgerow plant.   Normally he would have told you the truth but, if he 
wasn’t sure, he would have tested you by making something up….  He           
invariably got away with it!”  Brian's dry sense of humour was never far below 
the surface in conversation but, with it, he had a knack of asking very             
perceptive questions about any topic – faith, politics, current affairs – and that 
was Brian's way of provoking a challenging exchange of views, maybe to his 
own benefit but certainly to the benefit of those questioned. 
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Baker's delight.....                      Jill Baker 

Cornflour cake                                                                                                                                                                
A simple small plain cake for Lent. A more dense texture 
than a Victoria sponge yet still light . 

2 oz cornflour 

2 oz plain flour 

4 oz sugar 

3 oz butter, softened 

2 eggs beaten 

1 tsp baking powder 

Line a 6 inch tin and heat the oven to 350F 170C. 

1. Beat the sugar and the butter together until light and fluffy, gradually 
beat in the eggs. Add a tablespoon of the flour if it starts to curdle. 

2. Beat in the flours and baking powder well (the original recipe says 20 
minutes which would have been by hand. I find it works perfectly well if 
the sugar and butter are light and fluffy and then the mixture is beaten 
well when the flour is added.) 

3. Put the mixture in the prepared cake tin and bake. 

4. Eat plain or split and fill with your favourite jam. 

Friends of Mellor Parish Centre               Kath Threlfall 

Our AGM was held on 18th January, and 4 new committee members were     
appointed. We know that they will be able to count on your continued support 
of Mellor’s wonderful community resource, the Parish Centre. 

Forthcoming events : 

There are still a few tickets available for “Sweet & Lowe”---an evening of song 
with Mellor Community Choir, Tom & Jennifer Lowe, and John Wilson on      
Saturday 30th January 7.30 pm in Mellor Parish Church. 

Saturday 20th February 7.30pm in the Parish Centre: Quiz Night and Hot-Pot 
Supper. This event is proving to be an annual favourite. Tickets are £10.      
Tickets from  Angela Stead (427 3571) or the Parish Centre (484 5079) . 

Saturday 19th March 1.30–5pm in the Parish Centre: Rubber Bridge Drive   
Tickets £5 or £18 per table, including a Friends’ delicious, home-made        
afternoon tea. Booking open. Ring Val Wallace on 0161 427 4900 for tickets. 

To become a Friend of Mellor Parish Centre contact Christine Dutson on 0161 
427 3775 or c.dutson@btinternet.com. Every penny of your subscription goes 
towards the maintenance of the Parish Centre. 
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Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding  
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaran teed  

Free  W r i t ten  Quota t ions ,  w i thou t  ob l iga t ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Paraprosdokians                                                                               Peter Forbes 

These are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence is                
unexpected.  Winston Churchill loved them. 

Some examples: 

1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it.  

2. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you 
hear them speak.  

3. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

4. War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 

5 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit 
salad.  

6. They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you 
why it isn't. 

7. To steal ideas from someone is called plagiarism. To steal from many is 
called research. 

8. In filling in an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency', notify: I put 
'DOCTOR.' 

9. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

10. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street 
with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they look sexy. 

11. Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful 
man is usually another woman. 

12. A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory. 

13. I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure. 

14. Nostalgia isn't what it used to be.  Nor is there any future in it. 

15. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 

16. Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in 
your garage makes you a car. 

17. I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder for 
me to find one now. 

18. I am not arguing with you, I am just explaining why you are wrong.  

Moor End WI             Ann Preston 

28th February, 7.45pm: a talk by Sid Richards about ‘Music in Hospitals’; 
17th March, 7.45pm: a talk by Alan Hayhurst on ‘Cheshire Murders’.   
New members and/or interested ladies very welcome. 
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The True St Valentine       Nick Sanders 

Flowers, chocolates, breakfast in bed, 
red hearts and romance. Is that what 
Valentine's day is all about? Well, yes 
(if you live in the Vicarage!) and no... 

The origin of this saint’s festival for the expression of love really isn't romantic 
at all -- at least not in the traditional sense. St Valentine was a Roman priest at 
a time when Claudius the Second was Emperor.  Like his predecessors,        
Claudius  persecuted the church at that particular time.   

He also had issued an edict that prohibited the marriage of young people. This 
was based on his belief that unmarried soldiers fought better than married 
soldiers because the latter might be afraid of what might happen to them or 
their wives or families if they died. 

Roman society was very permissive at the time.  Polygamy would have been 
much more popular than just one woman and one man living together, and yet 
some Romans seemed to be attracted to Christian faith. But obviously the 
church thought that marriage was very sacred between one man and one 
woman for their life and that monogamous marriage was to be encouraged. 
This presented the problem to the Christian church of what to do about this.   

Valentine wanted to encourage the new Christian followers to marry within 
the Christian church and so he often married them in secret because of the 
edict.  Consequently, Valentine has come to be known as the patron saint of 
lovers.  

Valentine was eventually caught, imprisoned and tortured for performing   
marriage ceremonies. There are legends surrounding Valentine's actions while 
in prison.  One of the men who was to judge him in line with the Roman law at 
the time was a man called Asterius, whose daughter was blind. He was        
supposed to have prayed with and healed the young girl with such astonishing 
effect that Asterius himself became Christian as a result. 

However, in the year 269 AD, Valentine was sentenced to a three-part          
execution of a beating, stoning, and finally decapitation, all because of his 
stand for Christian marriage. The story goes that the last words he wrote were 
in a note to Asterius' daughter.  

He inspired today's romantic missives by signing it, "from your Valentine".  

"from your Valentine"  

I've realised that although Valentine's Day can be a cheesy money-making stint 
to most people, it's a day of expressing love across the world. It doesn't have 
to only be between lovers, but by telling a friend that you care, or even an old 
person that they are still appreciated.           Reeva Steencamp  (1983-2013) 
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Did you know that Valentine’s day has been celebrated in the 
UK for hundreds of years and last year in Britain we spent 
around £503 million on cards, flowers, chocolates and other 
gifts? 

With all this spending going on it’s apparently women who    
purchase approximately 85% of all Valentine’s Cards, but men 

buy over 70% of all the flowers bought for Valentine’s day as well as the        
majority of the millions of boxes of chocolates sold. 

In medieval times girls would eat unusual foods to make them dream of their 
future husbands and some believed that the first man an unmarried woman 
saw on 14th February would be her future husband.  

Traditional tales also say that the type of man a woman would marry can be 
told via which bird she first saw on Valentine’s Day: 

· A robin indicated a sailor 

· A goldfinch indicated a rich man 

· A bluebird indicated a happy man 
· A crossbill meant an argumentative man 

· A dove meant she would marry a good man 

· A sparrow meant she would marry a farmer 

· A blackbird meant she would marry a clergyman 

· But seeing a woodpecker meant she would not marry at all. 

Women's Evening Fellowship 
The speaker for January was Paul Beatty who spoke on the Life of a Novel. 

"Do you read?" he began; "Do you buy your books from an independent 
bookseller, a supermarket, online or borrow them from the library?"             
Encouraged by the audience's positive response - and only briefly thrown by a 
subversive mutter about charity shops - he continued, listing genres of books, 
many of which surprised the audience, such as "Young Adult" eg Crow Boy by 
Philip Caveney, which tackles subjects which are too serious to be approached 
by other genres.   

Paul Beatty told us that a book had to be sold seven times:  Author - Agent - 
Editor - Sales Department - Commissioning Editor - Reviewers - Public.  As yet 
he doesn't have an editor so he self-published "Heron Fleet", the novel he 
wrote for his MA in Creative Writing at Manchester Metropolitan University.  
To finish his talk, he read us the first chapter, which he had in mind together 
with the final one when he started to write. 

Please Note:  Next month's meeting will be on 17th February at 8.00pm. 
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Peak Paving 
 

B u i l d i n g  an d  l a nd sc a p i n g  s e r v i c es  
A l l  a r ea s  o f  b u i l d i n g  wo rk  un d e r t ak e n  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 Wal l ing  
 Blockpaving  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fencing  

MELLOR GARDEN SERVICES LTD 

For all your gardening needs 

All aspects of garden maintenance  
provided from one off tidy ups to regular fortnightly visits,  

 
Hedge cutting, lawn care and Jet washing. 

   

Domestic and commercial work undertaken 
All year round service provided 

 

Free consultation and quotes provided 
 

 0161 355 5778 
15 Cote Green Lane, Marple Bridge,  Stockport, SK6 5DZ  

mellorgardenservices@googlemail.com  

Joseph Proctor 
Plumbing Services 

 

 Bathrooms 
 Central heating  
 Call outs and emergencies 
 Site work and domestic 

 
All aspects covered with a friendly 

and professional approach 
 

Call: 07949 082553 
proctor_joe@hotmail.com 

Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 01614941143 Mob: 07921791181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 
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Murder in Mellor 
Last August, Maggie Williams submitted an item for Outlook which the editor 
obviously omitted to put in the following edition. I remember it and fully       
intended to include it but somehow it must have got lost in the office filing   
system. I asked Maggie to re-submit it: 

"Early one morning while I was walking ‘Sprocket the rocket’ at the Roman 
Lakes, he ran on ahead and I caught up with him at the viaduct,  where he was 
being admired by two men wearing hard hats. They were finishing taking down 
the scaffolding from the viaduct.  

I said to them I was hoping to hear the dippers singing. Well, you should have 
seen these burly men’s faces change expression to almost crying. 

They told me, they had become in the habit of eating their lunch while looking  
out over the river and they had seen up to four dippers on the rocks. Then, the 
day before, while putting a sandwich into their mouths, a sparrowhawk 
swooped down to try and catch a dipper on a rock for its lunch. The dipper 
managed to escape and go into a crevice at the side of the river. Whereupon 
the sparrowhawk went and pulled it out, drowned it, and had it for its lunch. 
These burly men were obviously very traumatised by witnessing this murderous 
event and needed counselling.  The good news is that this morning (9/9/15) I 
saw a dipper dipping up and down on the said rocks and plenty of white ‘poo` 
on the rocks too, which is always a good way of knowing they are around." 

 

Note:  Congratulations, Maggie.  I think it's the first time that word has been used in 
Outlook - and I don’t mean ‘white’. Ed. 

Abusus non tollit usum 
Read an interesting little newspaper item recently.  Again, some people may 
have seen it and many will not.  It concerned the attack on a bus in Northern 
Kenya by  a group of Somalia’s Islamic militant al-Shabaab rebels.  The bus was 
carrying both Muslims and non-Muslims and fearing that the bus would be 
stopped and boarded by these rebels to sort out who were Muslims and who 
were not, some of the Muslims on the bus gave head-scarves to the non-
Muslims so they could conceal their identities.  It is a sad fact of life that there 
seems to be corruption and distortion permeating every facet of human activity 
from business, finance, politics, education, sport and religion.   

However, to quote from 'The Apologia' by Tertullian (a favourite source of edi-
torial enlightenment) "Abusus non tollit usum" - Abuse of a thing does not   
preclude its proper use. 

I first saw the light of day in Exeter.  I was born two years earlier in Manchester. 
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Peter Cunningham Memorial Concerts                         Paddi Cunningham 

Monday 1st February, Mellor Parish Centre at 7.30pm  

Halle meets Chethams: the next generation 

Programme to include works by Ibert, Arnold and Spohr. 

     
Tickets cost £11 (concessions £10) and are available from      

International Key Holidays, 76 Compstall Road, Romiley;  Harmony Decor,   
Market Street, Marple; and Well Pharmacy, 19 Town Street, Marple Bridge.    

Mellor Rose Queen - The Threetles   Tom Howling 

Live at the Parish Centre  - Come to our fantastic Beatles 
night on 6thFebruary. We have an amazing tribute band 
‘The Threetles’ coming to play all your favourite Beatles 
tunes. We will of course be running a bar on the night. 
Dressing up as one of the ‘Fab Four’ is optional. Tickets 
are available from the Rose Queen Team, Mellor Parish 
Office (484 5079) email mellorrosequeen@hotmail.com. 
Tickets are £10 (under 18s £5) and all profits will go to 
the Rose Queen charity. 

Tea and Sympathy               Ann Preston 

Some of our friends enjoying their 
Christmas lunch which we provided on 
the first Wednesday in December 
2015.  All the guests and volunteers 
had a happy time, including  singing 
Christmas carols and taking home a 
beautiful piece of Christmas cake. We 
have also had our first meeting of 
2016 with lots of ‘Tea and Friendship’ 
and CAKE. 

If anybody wishes to join us for tea 
and a natter, please ring Sheila       
Norbury on 449 0282 to arrange a lift. 
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Reflections upon a mountain                                                           Tim Mason 

This August saw me taking a holiday in a part of the world of which I am very 
fond, namely the Austrian Alps. Over a period of just over a week I and a group 
of a dozen others carried our heavy rucksacks from one lonely mountain hostel 
to the next, arranged by the Austrian Alpine Club. Whilst the first couple of 
days were spent tramping through thick mist and being largely unaware of our 
surroundings, the third day dawned bright and clear.  

As we headed out into the sunshine we 
looked about us at the stunning scenery. We 
were at a height of over 2000 metres, some 
7000 feet, and it felt as though we were on 
the top of the world. It was a vantage point 
from which the stunning beauty of this world 
was apparent to all. I’m a non-believer and 
certainly the story of the creation, as it       
appears in Genesis, doesn’t hold a great deal 
of credibility for me, but as I looked about me, 
I could see how the notion of divine creation 
could seem to be the only explanation for the 
beauty of this world.  

Jagged peaks protruded heavenwards, held up 
by great folds of rock beneath which acres of 
loose scree tumbled down to high alpine 
meadows. It was only much lower down that 

the highest of the mountain settlements were to be seen, with their small 
herds of cattle. Lower still and certainly not visible, were the high Alpine       
villages with their clusters of cottages around a village church: an idyllic scene. 

But it was not ever thus.  We were walking along the border between Austria 
and Italy, a border which changed during the course of the First World War 
after Italy joined the Allies and attacked Austria from the south in 1915. The 
Italians advanced easily at first over the low-lying ground but it was a very 
different matter as they bitterly fought their way up on to the higher ground of 
the mountains. Once there the troops had not only to contend with their      
human enemies, but also with the harshness of the mountain winters. All 
suffered from the bitter weather but many got frostbite and large numbers   
actually died of the cold. Others were taken to an early grave as avalanches 
swept down the mountains to the icy wilderness below. Some estimates       
suggest that more died in that way than died under enemy fire. This was a very 
different mountain environment from the one we were observing on a        
summer’s day in 2015, 100 years later, although signs of the conflict were there 
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to be seen. The most obvious ones were the crosses on the summits which had 
plaques upon them referring to the losses of human life. More careful          
observation showed other signs of the conflict but it took some imagining to 
picture the dugouts filled with men shivering with the cold or the tumbledown 
stable blocks being occupied by horses being fitted up for dragging weaponry 
in to place for the next battle. The vulnerability of all was apparent, though, 
when looking out from the sniper posts, often well protected rocky caves with 
small openings commanding a clear view over the terrain below - terrain with, 
even today, coils of rusting wire protruding from the rocks.   

It was whilst reflecting upon the vulnerability of the young men fighting under 
those conditions that set me to thinking about how it must have been for 
them, crowded together, the night before going into battle - a battle from 
which they knew, from past experience, many would not return.  I could       
imagine them being rounded up and sent along to a brief service with the    
military padre. I couldn’t imagine any, even the convinced atheists amongst 
them, not praying for their deliverance from the battle to come. 

Tim Mason is not a parishioner of Mellor but is a friend of Ruth Beach who was 
a parishioner of Mellor and one-time editor of Outlook magazine. Although 
having moved away to the Nantwich area, Ruth and her husband, Richard, are 
still subscribers to Outlook. Tim's article appeared in her local parish magazine 
and she felt it might be of interest to Outlook readers. 

My Thoughts for the Day                                                              Alison Allcard  

Some more of my ‘Thoughts for the Day’ as I come to the end of my three years 
as Chairman of the Women’s Evening Fellowship:   
"We are all moulded and remoulded by those who have loved us and, though 
that love may pass, we remain, none the less, their work.  No love, no        
friendship can ever cross the path of our destiny without leaving some mark 
upon it forever."   

"When you rise in the morning, give thanks for the light, for your life, for your 
strength. Give thanks for your food and for the joy of living. If you see no       
reason to give thanks, the fault lies in yourself."   
“A mind is like a parachute, it does not work if it is not open.”   
"Worrying doesn’t take away tomorrow’s troubles, it takes away today’s 
peace.”  
“The more anger from the past you carry in your heart, the less capable you are 
of loving in the present.”   
“Many people lose the small joys in the hope for the big happiness.” 
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SERVICES INCLUDE: 

 COMPANIONSHIP 

 LOCAL TRANSPORTATION &           
ERRANDS 

 CONVALESCENCE SUPPORT 

 MEDICATION REMINDERS 

 LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING 

 MEAL PREPARATION 

 SHOPPING 

 PERSONAL CARE 

 SPECIALIST DEMENTIA &                
ALZHEIMER’S CARE AND MUCH 
MORE 

Being able to live in your own home 
can be one of the most    important   
comforts in an older person’s life, 
and because family and friends 
can’t always be there, we are here 
to help. 

Our Caregivers help our clients to 
lead a more comfortable and     con-
fident life, offering a variety of ser-
vices tailored to their individual 
needs. 

From just a couple of hours a day, 
to full time, our care is available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Home Instead 

A leading name in senior care. 

Paul Vickers 

A local name to speak to. 

Caul Paul or Chris for a free        
confidential consultation on: 

01663 765510 
www.homeinstead.co.uk 

Home Instead Senior Care, The Stables, 48B Buxton Road, High Lane, Cheshire SK6 8BH  Mail: 

paul.vickers@homeinstead.co.uk 

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is independently owned and operated 
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I Remember When….from Outlook 1996                                    Peter Harle 

I first heard about the vacancy for an Organist at Mellor Church.  I was directing 
a Primary Schools Music Festival in Bredbury at the time when Reg Holmes - 
now Organist at St. Martin’s - asked me if I had heard that Duncan was leaving 
and that an Organist was needed at Mellor.  Then there was the interview!  
Robin, Duncan, Bob, Harold and Mike.  It was a larger panel than the one which 
interviewed me for the Stockport Music Adviser’s job.  

“Will you be able to make the children behave themselves?”  and “How long do 
you intend to stay?”  were two of the questions.  Suffice to say that they      
normally do behave themselves - especially when they are representing the 
Parish somewhere outside:  and I also am still here.  Perhaps the question 
ought to have been, “How will we be able to get rid of you?” 

That August,  Judy and I came to a morning service to “suss the joint”, and 
guess who made us very, very welcome - and what’s more she had no idea at 
that stage who we were, but Joan Smith.  The importance of Joan’s open and 
full-hearted welcome cannot be overstated - and many of you must have felt 
just as we did when you first came - and received that welcome too.  Then 
there was my first service.  At the end I played Toccatina by Pietro Yon. At this 
point another lady from the congregation came especially to welcome me and 
told me that she liked the organ voluntary - especially that bit in the middle 
where it went “………..” and she sang a bit.  It was nice to know that someone 
actually listened.  At which point I realised that if something well played was 
noticed in Mellor, so would something under-rehearsed and inaccurate.  
Gulp!!!                                                                                                                                                               
Then there was Edale, complete with the realisation that I was no longer quite 
so young, and that sleep was a luxury most of the youngsters did not believe 
in.  It doesn't get much better with repetition either.  And our first Cathedral 
Choral Evensong in Sheffield Cathedral when I will never forget the lump in my 
throat as they processed past me into the Cathedral and it was up to them.  
they didn't let me down, nor have they ever.  Afterwards, one of the younger 
boys said to one of the adults "It was so beautiful it made me cry!"                                                         
Some years later, there was Durham Cathedral.  For almost everyone there it 
was one of the crowning experiences of our lives.  We went to take part in the 
900th anniversary of the Cathedral, and just like the Cathedral Choir, we went 
for perfection.  We filled one of the great international architectural master-
pieces with sound, and sang for God, and He was listening.  Some of you were 
there, but that is another thing about Mellor and its choir - you always are.                                                   
Back at church on Remembrance Sunday, we sang the John Rutter Pie Jesu 
after the intercessions and after the words Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 
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Established 1920        Tel 427 2276 

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 

M.N.A.F.D 
Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

and let light perpetual shine on them, the emotional temperature went up 
about five degrees.  During the communion at Ethelda's funeral, the trebles 
sang The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God, by Nares, and for the 
first time realised just what they were singing about. 

Summer, 1995 - France.  Lots of memories but two really special ones.  In S. 
Maclou in Rouen, the trebles sang Schubert's setting of Litany accompanied by 
John Wilson and the audience held its breath.  A magic moment.  And the visit 
to Bayeux War Cemetery where we sang George Guest's setting of They shall 
grow not old and simply - remembered.   

But then, for me, so much about St Thomas', Mellor, is about "I remember....." 

Most people in the city have come up from the country to make enough money 
to leave the city and live in the country. 
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The Patrons Scheme           Peter Forbes 

The Patrons Scheme was started in 2007 with the aim of collecting funds to be 
used solely for the preservation and enhancement of the church, its contents, 
and the churchyard. The church is an ancient building which requires constant 
attention so that the fabric does not deteriorate to the point of collapse, and 
which also needs modernization to keep up with the demands of its users. 

Up to the end of 2014 the scheme had raised just over £24,750 which allowed 
major renovation works to proceed. Some 49 people have been members of 
the scheme since its foundation, some of whom live outside the Parish, and 
many of whom are not regular churchgoers. 

All residents of the Parish have the right to be baptized, confirmed, married 
and buried at St Thomas’. People come to the churchyard and building not only 
for the great ceremonies of life, but also to visit a place set apart from the    
bustle of everyday life. Here, in serenity and peace, they can concentrate on 
what God means to them. 

If you would like to contribute to the preservation of our beautiful local land-
mark and house of God, either now or by a legacy, please get in touch with   
me via the Parish Office so that I can send you full information, including a copy 
of the last newsletter which summarises the work funded by the scheme since 
2007, and which indicates what work will be required in the future. 

Bell-ringers’ Celebrity Recipe Book 
THE Church's beloved bell-ringers have jumped on the nation's obsession with 
cookery by deciding to test, edit and publish a celebrity breakfast recipe book. 
Inspired by last year's Royal acclamation after they entertained the Vicar and 
the churchwardens to afternoon tea, the Sunday morning gourmets have 
cooked up another novel idea to match their award-winning CD and money-for
-old-rope enterprises. 

They intend to ask a host of notable bon viveurs to contribute and will bring 
out the book later in the year with the proceeds going to charity. They also are 
hoping some kind inventive parishioners might even emulate the listeners of 
Test Match Special and treat the Tower Kings to a Sunday morning surprise as a 
taster before submitting their own suggestions for inclusion in the proposed 
epicurean bible. 

Any budding NigeBELLa or Hairy Biker is asked to contact Tim Lowe on 449 
5935 or lowe_tim@sky.com. 

The London underground is so crowded these days that even the men are 
standing. 
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Roofing & Property 

Maintenance  
For ALL aspects of property care—

repair, replacement & Installation  

Call David on  

Tel: 0161 612 7979  

  Mobile 07769 950598 or 07876 388703 

Email: abstractroofing@googlemail.com 

142 Compstall Road,  

Marple Bridge SK6 5HD 

ALL SEWN UP ! 

Clothing alterations and repairs 

Curtains, Roman Blinds and Cushion 

Making 
 

For a free estimate ring Louise on 07923 

587795 

10 Clement Road, Marple Bridge 

Email: customerservice@all-sewn-up-marple.co.uk 
Web: www.all-sewn-up-marple.co.uk 

 

 

 

All locks expertly repaired and fitted. 

The latest anti-snap lock technology. 

uPVC door and window repair & care. 

24 hour call out, with no call-out charge. 

Full 12 month guarantee on all work. 

10% discount to readers of Outlook.  

[Quote ‘Mellor Parish’] 

Call to book your free winter  

Home Security Survey. 

0161 427 7025       

www.sure-locks.co.uk 
Sure Locks is a local business, based in Mellor. 

We accept all major credit & debit cards. 

 

 Stone Slating 

 Slating 

 Tiling 

 Chimney Repairs 

 Flat Roofs 

 Velux Windows 

 



30 

 

Mellor Open Gardens 2016                Meg Barley       

As you may already know there will be a Mellor Open Gardens this year on 
Sunday 22nd May.  The gardens have been chosen and the gardeners are       
already making plans and working hard to prepare for this exciting event!    

The overall success depends on a number of factors, including the strength of 
the Volunteer Team.  We need a large number of volunteers and can offer a 
wide range of jobs to suit all ages and personalities.  You could marshal a car 
park, direct traffic, sell programmes, promote the raffle, wash cups, serve    
refreshments, make sandwiches, etc. etc!  I have a list of people I shall be      
contacting in the coming weeks, but if you would like to volunteer now please 
send me your contact details and job preference.   

Thank you for your continuing support.      

Tel: 427 4370  or Email:  meg_barley@hotmail.com 

A Rare Honour                                 Alison Dowdeswell 

It is indeed an honour that this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer is coming 
to Mellor.  On Friday 4th March at 2 pm this special service will take place in St 
Thomas (the evening service is to be at the Holy Spirit Church at a time to be 
confirmed).   

This year’s service has been prepared by the women of Cuba on the theme of 
“Receive children, Receive me”.  If you have never been to one of these        
services then you have missed out.  Why not come this year as part of your 
Lent commitment?  We will also need volunteers to help with stewarding, 
reading prayers and serving teas.  So come and join us for this rare honour for 
Mellor Church! 

Thank you                                                                                             Irene Smith 

Irene, Philip and David Smith wish to thank the many people who wrote in   
sympathy on the death of Geoffrey, and for the help given to us at this time. 
Very many thanks--- it has been much appreciated. 

The Prayer Group                                                                  Alison Dowdeswell 

The Prayer Group meets weekly on Monday mornings at 10.30 am.  We get 
together in the Library of the Parish Centre.  Here we share half an hour of   
quiet prayer.  This is followed by a cup of tea or coffee.  Why don’t you make a 
“spiritual” New Year’s Resolution to join us one week?  You will be very        
welcome. 
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ODD JOB REQUIRED 
 

Local Handyman for 

domestic jobs 

Free advice given 

Contact Vin on 

0161 427 6907 

Loft  Convers ions,  Bathrooms  
Fireplaces & Stonework  

and a l l  o ther  t ypes  o f  bu i l d ing work  
 

Telephone  
07816 178611          0161 427 6890  

K  W a l t o n  
IYENGAR YOGA 
Mellor Parish Centre 

Tuesday evening 7.15 - 8.45pm 

Wednesday morning 10 11.30am 

Brabyns Park 

Thursday morning 9.30 -11am 

Romiley Forum  

Monday and Friday morning  
9.30 -10.30am 

Please contact Mary Griffiths 

0161 427 1405    07890 491982 

marywaterside@hotmail.com 

T B G  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
(E l e c t r i c a l  Con t ra c to r s )  

ELECTRICIAN  

0 7 9 8 9  4 3 6 6 1 6  
tgbelectrical@gmx.co.uk 

www.tbginspection.co.uk 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND INSURED 

         TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED 

 Domestic houses (extensions, conversions, new builds etc) 

 Commercial shops, offices, clubs, warehouses, farms, stables 

 Landlords inspections, maintenance services, callouts 

 Rewires and replacement consumer units 

 Garden lighting and power, garages and outbuildings 

 Alarms, security and fire, emergency lights, security lights  

 Inspections and test reports for insurance, house purchases. 

   CRB checked. No job too small 

Part P Registered 
Domestic & Commercial 

A J Beese 

Full Scope All Electrical Systems 

 RHODES & PARTNERS 

CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

40 Town Street, Marple Bridge, Stockport SK6 5AA 
 

Structural Engineering Advice & Reports for Residential and Commercial Properties 
Structural Design & Calculation to Building Regulations for: 

Residential & Leisure Buildings, Commercial, Industrial & Retail Properties.  
Party Wall Surveyors & CDM Co-ordinators 

 

Visit:  www.rhodesandpartners.co.uk  or call 0161 427 8388 

mailto:marywaterside@hotmail.com
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Prayer for the Month 

Thought for the Month 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who for our sake drew to yourself the world’s hate, 

grant us the courage to be vulnerable, 

grace to expose ourselves to the furies without and the furies within; 

and in our frailty send your holy angels to minister to us. 

 

Richard Harries  (Bishop of Oxford 1987 - 2006) 

As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus' thirst... 

'Repent and believe', Jesus tells us.    

What are we to repent?   Our indifference, our hardness of heart.  

What are we to believe?   Jesus thirsts even now, in your heart and in the poor. 

He knows your weakness.   He wants only your love, wants only the chance to 
love you. 

  

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta  (‘Mother Teresa’   1910 - 1997) 
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From the Registers 

The Departed 
We remember before God and commend to His love and mercy 

Brian Perks 

Ada Acton 

Michael Kinder 

John Catterall 

Janet Wilson 

We offer our love and sympathy to all who mourn them 

If you would like to advertise in OUTLOOK, or know someone 
who might, please contact David Ackroyd on 427 1568 or 

davidackroyd@uwclub.net for information about prices and 
available space.  

Editor’s apology 
The editor wishes to apologise to those of you who received badly printed cop-
ies of the last edition of Outlook.  This was the fault of the copier maintenance 
company apparently not cleaning the machine as well as they should have.  The 
matter has been taken up with them and we have emphasised that this isn’t 
just any old magazine but Mellor Church’s top-selling parish magazine, voted 
number one by its entire readership - and she should know. 

Letter from Gwenn Perks 
We are so appreciative of all the prayers and loving support given by our 
friends in the Mellor family to our family especially during this sad time since 
Brian passed away on Christmas Eve, as well as during the long months that he 
was in hospital. Thankfully he came home, all be it for only 10 days but long 
enough for him to enjoy seeing his family, and time to say goodbye.   

Thank you to the many who attended Brian’s funeral and all who made it possi-
ble for him to have such a perfect and fitting service.  Just to say thank you 
seems hardly sufficient but your care and kind words certainly do help.  Thank 
you so much to you all.  With our love to you all.  Gwenn, Diana and Rick and 
family and David, Melissa and family. 
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Stewards Rota 

Church Rotas 

Date 8.30 am 10.00 am 6.30 pm 

7 Feb R Farmery P Harrison and S McAllister A Dowdeswell 

14 Feb A Mason P and L Forbes J Shiel 

21 Feb J Gregory A Nicholls and C Starling R and J Elliott 

28 Feb M Myatt P Long and A Muller M Myatt 

6 Mar R Farmery T and P Holt A Dowdeswell 

Please arrange your own substitute.  If necessary phone Anthea Nicholls on 427 2187.  
Stewards should sit where they can see the door easily, so they can see latecomers and 
hand them service books and show them to a seat. 

7 Feb Lesley Futcher 6 Mar No flowers (Lent) 

14 Feb No flowers (Lent) 13Mar No flowers (Lent) 

21 Feb No flowers (Lent) 20 Mar No flowers (Lent) 

28 Feb No flowers (Lent) 27 Mar Easter—Flower group 

    

If you wish to change a date please contact Jenny Johnson on 427 1348.  The church 
key is also available from the Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

7 Feb R and J Elliott Feb D and B Cheshire 

14 Feb S McAllister and M Williams   

21 Feb A Mason and C Starling   

28 Feb P Cunningham and I Morris  Please contact Anthea Nicholls 
on 427 2187 if there are any 
problems . 6 Mar A Shaw and C Duckworth  

   

Flower Rota 
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GLASS MERCHANTS: LEADED LIGHT MANUFACTURERS: GLAZIERS 

WE SOLVE PROBLEMS IN GLASS!  

0 1 6 1  9 4 7  4 8 0 0  -  4  L I N E S
Fir Tree Glassworks, 215 Gorton Road, Reddish, Stockport 

Director Stephen Barber Tel 01663 740073

S TAYLOR & SONS (STOCKPORT) LTD 

 Glass cut to size 
 Mirrors re-silvered 
 Decorative Glass 
 Laminated Safety Glass 

 Silvering 
 Sandblasting 
 Manufacturers of Sealed Units 
 Leaded Light Specialists 
 Splash backs 

 Bevelling & Mirrors 
 Tinted Glass 
 Embossing 
 Brilliant cut 

KEY HOLIDAYS TRAVEL AGENCY 
Established 1991 

 

‘Creating Perfect Holidays For Over 20 Years’ 

    Award Winning Agency Selling Worldwide Travel 

Call us or call in  0161 494 5881 

Key House – 76 Compstall Road – Romiley – SK6 4DE 

ABTA 71877 – Book With Confidence 

 
 

Optometrist and Contact Lens Practitioner 
(Formerly Erica M Jones) 

 

39 Market Street, Marple SK6 7AA 
0161 427 4945 

Continuing to provide a professional and friendly service 

opticians riding
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting 

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911 / 07855 785 450      Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

R. SWEATMORE 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER & CONTRACTOR 

COBDEN FARM, COBDEN EDGE, 

MELLOR 

Telephone 0161 449 0710 

Mobile 07759 495089 

BERNARD SHAW 

Plumbing Ltd 
(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


