
  

 

June 
2016 50p 

www.mellorchurch.org 
facebook.com/stthomasmellor                  

@stthomasmellor 

OUTLOOK 



2 

 

The Parish of St Thomas , Mellor 
Registered Charity No. 1130414 
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the PCC  

Rod Bracewell, David Butterworth, Julie Elliott, Beverley Williams, 
Anthrea Mason, Guy Nicholls, Margaret Lowe, Lynda Gwyther, Helen 
Kennedy, Alex Gunz, Karen Greenough, Catherine Starling 
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Vicar’s Viewpoint 

On Sunday 12th June at 10am we are holding a special      
service to celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th birthday.  This will 
last about an hour and gives you plenty of time to get down 
to Marple Bridge afterwards for the Royal Street Party!  
Please do try and come along.  

As the sun shines (intermittently at least) we are moving into ‘wedding season’ 
at St Thomas’ Church.  The joy at a wedding service is very infectious, and it’s 
wonderful to see so many people leaving the church on each occasion with 
smiling faces.   The commitment the couple make to each other, to be there for 
the other ‘for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health’ 
is a sound and loving foundation for a long and happy marriage.  For a wedding 
is not just about the day itself, celebratory though that rightly is.  It is also 
about what happens after that day, and way into the future; and this building 
of a marriage affects the couples’ families and friends too. 

We are also moving into ‘Fête season’ at St Thomas’; indeed, some hard-
working volunteers have been in Fête-mode since soon after last year’s Fête.  
Just like our wedding couples, we find ourselves as a church focussing on one 
particular day (25th June this year), and hoping for sunshine and that everyone 
will have a wonderful time.  But just as a marriage is more than a wedding day, 
so the church Fête is more than just one Saturday in June.  One hugely          
important facet of the Fête is the chance it offers to welcome the wider       
community to a day – and evening – of fun and friendship up here on the hill.   
Neighbourly contacts can be renewed or made, and ongoing relationships     
developed.  It’s also true to say that the funds raised on Fête day make a      
significant contribution to keeping the church and the Parish Centre running, 
for everyone who wants to use them, for another year. 

Finally, the Fête gives us the chance to work together as a church, whichever 
church service we attend and however frequently or infrequently.  Led by     
Beverley Williams and the Fête Committee, the events pull us all together as 
we find ourselves shoulder-to-shoulder,  moving tables and chairs, clearing the 
field, washing-up, or manning stalls.  Some bake, others eat, some donate   
tombola goods, others buy tickets, some pull pints, others drink them, and 
many pray hard too!  The camaraderie built is, despite the exhaustion, enough 
to keep us sticking together ‘for better, for worse’ in days to come.   

Now, where have I heard that before? 

With every blessing, Alex 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR  JUNE 2016 

1 Wed 10.00am 
8.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Pilgrim Group (Vicarage) 

4 Sat 7.30pm  Film on the Hill (Parish Centre)  

5 Sun 
2nd Sunday after 
Trinity 

8.30am 
10.00am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion 
Evening Prayer 

6 Mon 10.45am–12 noon Coffee with the Vicar (Parish Centre) 

7 Tues 7.45pm PCC Meeting (Parish Centre) 

8 Wed 10.00am Holy Communion 

9 Thurs 
 

7.30pm FoMPC ‘Wildlife Photography’ (Parish 
Centre) 

12 Sun 
3rd Sunday after 
Trinity 

8.30am 
10.00am 
 
12 noon-5.00pm 
12 noon 
Note 

Holy Communion 
Parish Celebration of Her Majesty’s 
90th Birthday (non-communion) 
Marple Bridge Royal Street Party 
Holy Baptism 
No evening prayer 

15 Wed 10.00am Holy Communion 

19 Sun 
4th Sunday after 
Trinity 

8.30am 
10.00am 
 
 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion and Rose Queen 
service followed by the ‘Travelling 
Bilberries’ in the Parish Centre 
Choral Evensong 

22 Wed 10.00am 
8.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Pilgrim Group (Vicarage) 

23 Thurs 9.30am-10.00am ‘Praise & Play’ (Parish Centre) 

24 Fri 1.00pm Wedding of Samuel Burton and 
Josephine Horan 

 
 
 
25 Sat 

 
 
 
1.00pm-5.00pm 
7.00pm-10.00pm 

 
 
 
Church Fête 
Bands on the Hill 
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The Women’s Evening Fellowship meets on the second Wednesday at 8.00 pm (Parish Centre) 
The Choir practises each week on Friday at 6.45 pm 
Guides meet each week on Tuesday 7.15pm to 8.45pm (Parish Centre) 
Tea and Friendship meets on the first Wednesday 1.45pm to 3.45pm (Parish Centre) 
Toddlers Group meets on Thursday each week 10.00am (Parish Centre) 
Prayer Group meets on Monday each week 10.30am (Parish Centre) 

Save the Date - Choir Concert 
Mellor Church Choir under the auspices of its newly-appointed Director,      
Andrew Dean, are preparing for a concert on Saturday, 2nd July, at Mellor 
Church at 7.30 p.m.  Keep this date in your diary and tickets will be available 
soon.  Do come and enjoy this musical feast.  

Be a Chorister for a Weekend! 
Calling all youngsters - do you enjoy eating 
pizza and singing? If so, why not come and 
join the amazing choir at St Thomas’ for the 
weekend of 10th-12th June to see if you 
might like to become a member?  

Friday 10th 6.30pm: pizza in the Parish    
Centre followed by 7.30pm: choir practice in 
church;  

Sunday 12th 10.00am: special service in 
church to celebrate the Queen’s 90th      
Birthday.  

Come and try it for a weekend, and then 
come back for more perhaps. And if you find 
it’s not really for you, don’t worry - at least 
you will have enjoyed some yummy pizza!  

Interested? Go on - give it a try, we are a   
really friendly bunch.  

Contact Andrew Dean, Director of Music, on dean565@hotmail.com for more 
details. 

26 Sun 
5th Sunday after 
Trinity 

8.30am 
10.00am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Communion  
Evening Prayer 

29 Wed 10.00am Holy Communion 
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Editorial meanderings 
Thinking where to meander this month, gentle readers, took me to the subject 
of cars.  Reading Mike Barley’s interesting article about the Trabant in last 
month’s issue made me think how far we have come since his description of 
that particular motorised vehicle.  However, the first car the Nicholls family 
ever bought in 1969 was a Fiat 500.  It became affectionately known as 
’Freddie’.  He was second-hand as, being a jobbing actor, ‘first-hand’ was not a 
phrase the Nicholls family were familiar with in those days (and not a lot has 
changed).   

I remember breaking down on the road to Norwich once when we lived in    
Norfolk and I called the AA man.  It was a rainy morning and a friend later told 
me that he drove past (in a line of traffic) and there was me, the Fiat 500 and 
the AA man all under my umbrella.  I think he was having a humorous dig at my 
modest mode of transport (but it was a big umbrella).  Mrs Editor and I had 
many a jolly journey in Freddie, sometimes wondering whether we were going 
to complete them, particularly on a tour of hilly Wales when we wondered   
whether Freddie was going to make the top of some of them.   

When we decided to leave the flatness of Norfolk for the hills of Mellor, we had 
gone up market vehicle-wise and were the proud possessors of a Mini Clubman 
- again, second-hand but in pretty good nick.  I came to Mellor ahead of the 
family to move into the house and start a job whilst Mrs Editor stayed in      
Norfolk with the children to finalise the sale of our house there.  Then came the 
day when I had to drive down to collect them.  We loaded the Mini virtually up 
to the roof and made spaces among the boxes and sundry household items and 
bits of furniture so that I could see the road.  I think we had two children in 
there somewhere, but I wasn't quite sure.  Also the windscreen had got fairly 
mud-smeared, the sun was out and it turned out there was no water in the 
windscreen washing bag (I found this out on the motorway) so I had to keep 
finding gaps in the windscreen smears to look through.  You couldn't make it 
up, gentle readers.   I think I drove the whole way in one gear because I had no 
room to move into the others.  

To compound the problem we had two cardboard boxes with a ‘moggie’ in 
each.  The vet had given us tablets for the moggies to subdue them but half-
way along the motorway the pills seemed to have worn off because there was 
this frantic scrabbling in both boxes and out leapt two cats, and they started 
charging around the car. One insisted on getting on my lap and putting his paws 
up on the steering wheel to see where we were going.  ‘Anthea, get this cat off 
the steering wheel,’ I would cry, and a disembodied arm would appear through 
the boxes and withdraw holding one moglodyte. However, moving to Mellor 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Curtis Builders 

Marple Bridge 

427 2633 

Building Contractors 

ROB PRESTON 

P L A S T E R E R  

Happy to advise 

Telephone 

07967 311818 or 01663 742831 
 

 Hard Wall Plastering 
 Rendering 
 Dry-lining 

 Skimming 
 Tyrolean Textured Finishes 

 Plaster Boarding 
 Coving  

 Cornice Repair 

REPAIRS TO 

LIGHTNING REPAIRS LTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTALLATIONS - I CAN INSTALL 
YOUR TV/HOME THEATRE ETC AND 
HELP YOU GET THE MOST FROM IT 

 TEL: 0161 427 8181 
MOB:  07974 737432 

FREE CALL OUT AND ESTIMATE 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 6 MONTHS 

    ESTABLISHED 1986 

 TV 
 HI.FI 
 DVD 
 WASHERS/
DRYERS 

 ELECTRIC 
COOKERS 

 
 
 
 

Joinery 
Door, Windows fitted Hardwood, Softwood & UPVC 

Fitted Kitchens and Bedrooms also new Worktops 
Skirting boards, Architrave and all inside Joinery 

Garden Decking, Pergolas, Garden Gates 
Stair Handrails, Spindles, Newel Posts fitted 
Will also replace failed Double Glazed units 

and Dado rails 

SPECIALISED CARPENTRY 
Tables, Beds Bookcases, Fire surrounds, Radiator 

Covers, Chests of Drawers, Plate Racks   
Also Dovecotes 

Will also make to your own design 

       J.R.S CROFT 
 

Jon Croft 
Specialised Carpenter & Joiner 
 

         Mobile: 07855 688440 
         ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN 
         NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Martin Quinn  

Plumbing 
(Est.1983) 

Bathroom Suites – Showers 

Tiles – Leaks – Overflows 

Free estimates and advice 

Friendly Service 
 

35 Alan Drive, Marple, Stockport, 
SK6 6LN 

07774 480636 or 0161 221 3259 

martinquinnplumbing@hotmail.co.uk 

PIANO LESSONS 
By experienced qualified teacher 

Young beginners to advanced students 

Margaret Rutherford 

B.Mus,ISM and EPTA member 
 2 Gibb Lane, Mellor 

Tel 427 9707 
margaret@margaretrutherford.co.uk 
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was well worth the stress.   

Our present car is a Yaris.  We bought it new.  First new car ever.  It’s been    
brilliant and still is (fingers are crossed).  Mind you, it's about twelve years old 
now.  I bought a new battery last week, and my so-called friends are quipping 
that the battery is probably worth more than the car.  Couldn’t care less, gentle 
readers, let them poke fun at the poor and destitute if it amuses them. I care 
not a jot.  As long as the car keeps going and keeps the rain out.  My Yaris had 
an argument with a two-foot fence recently which  tried to overtake us but   
didn't quite make it.  It hasn't enhanced its appearance.   

Anti-Semitism in Britain and Israel 
                                            Peter Harrison                                                            

Racial and religious prejudice that starts as intolerance 
and then proceeds via invective and violence to          
individual killing, followed by massacre, has a long      
history and is still occurring today.  

It is not possible to define what has been the worst   
example but for sheer calculation in the planning and 
implementation the murder of over six million Jews by 
the Nazis has to be considered.  Admittedly over-

simplifying, Jews in Europe were either severely oppressed over  centuries as 
in Eastern Europe, or apparently totally integrated at all levels of society as in 
Austria or France. It made no difference.  The vast majority were killed.  It is 
not surprising therefore that Jewish communities throughout Europe are very 
watchful and will draw attention to anti-Semitism when they see it.  In our 
country there are unfortunately many examples of this, including mindless  
cases of desecration by ignorant gangs and clearly defamatory statements by 
people of intelligence who should know better.   

As Christians in the UK In the twentieth century we must consider how we 
should react to this. One thing we must not do is to think of Jewish people in 
our communities as what the book of Deuteronomy call resident aliens. They 
are our people. The children who came as refugees on the Kinder transport 
before the war have now third generation descendants. Anti-Semitism like all 
such prejudice is based on fear. This fear is, with different reasons, spread 
through all levels of society. Despite the large number of Jews who have had 
business and political success there are still some areas where they are not 
welcome. Amongst those who are poorly paid Jewish success is envied despite 
the hard work needed to achieve it.  Governments with legislation, and church 
leaders by personal example, have tried to address the problem but in the end 
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it comes down to individual contacts and relationships.  

Many of us will have such contacts outside our community but we have little 
opportunity at home in Mellor and Marple Bridge. What we can do is to listen 
to the words of Jesus and be aware that despite many wonderful passages in 
his writings St. Paul has produced a legacy of anti-Jewishness that we need to 
see in its context and not be influenced by that today. We do not know much 
about heaven but it is worth bearing in mind the quotation ' heaven begins 
when all are included'. To see anybody excluded from full and equal member-
ship of society on the basis of their origin or belief is surely absolutely           
incompatible with Christianity.  

To be a true community is to be able to recognise differences where they exist 
without causing pain or separation and there is one area where those of us 
who have Jewish friends feel obliged to make clear our feelings. That is in     
regard to Israel. Israel has an unarguable right to exist and live in peace but 
many people find the treatment of Arabs who live in Israel and those who live 
in the West Bank of Palestine distressing.  Here is not the place to go into great 
detail but questions of civil rights, excessive military activity, economic          
oppression and Jewish settlements in the West Bank need to be addressed. 
These factors are recognised by what is admittedly only a small number of   
Israelis but they are growing. Some Jews interpret this as being anti-Zionism 
and see it as being the same thing as anti-Semitism. It would be foolish not to 
understand this fear but we must make it clear this is not so. As a national 
church, a worshipping community and as individuals, we should keep ourselves 
informed, question what we think and say and where necessary refuse to let 
remarks indicative of anti-Semitism go unchallenged. We may then be able to 
work with such people as Desmond Tutu to improve the situation in Israel and 
Palestine without causing pain to Jewish men and women. 

Paving stones available 
Attempts have been made over recent years to make the new graveyard in 
Mellor church easier to keep tidy and the grass more accessible to cut.  
Church staff, with the agreement of the relatives and friends of those buried 
there, have arranged for any unnecessary stone-work other than, of course, 
headstones, to be removed.  This has resulted in a large amount of              
extraneous stonework of varying size and type but with smooth surfaces lying 
about the graveyard and adjoining field.  In view of this, we should be grateful 
if any builder or individual interested in any of this stone would email me  
guynicholls@uwclub.net  with a view to purchasing any or all of it.  Sale to the 
highest bidder.  Collection to be arranged by purchaser.  
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UTILITY WAREHOUSE can supply all your landline and mobile telephone  

services, broadband connection to the internet, gas and electricity, at very competitive 

prices.  Clear, convenient monthly bill. 

Five star customer service and satisfaction (Freephone) from our UK 

call centre in London:  best rated utility service in Which? each year 

since 2007 

Phone Gordon Johnson on 427 1348 for details (with no obligation!) 

Whiting & Mason 
 
 

Specialising in Residential and 
Commercial Conveyancing, Wills and 

Probate, Matrimonial Law, Civil 
Litigation including Accident Claims, 

Lasting Powers of Attorney and Court of 
Protection Proceedings.  

 
 

Please call Richard Jones or Neil 
Gunson for any information you require.  

We are here to help 

 

 

 

Solicitors & Commissioners of Oaths 

 

17 - 19 Stockport Road 
Marple, Stockport SK6 6BD 

 
Tel: 0161 427 1040 
Fax: 0161 426 0923 

 

marple@whitingmason.co.uk 

  

A great husband and wife team with over 20 years’ experience covering all 
your gardening  needs!   Fully Insured 
  

 Complete garden maintenance and clearance, no job too small 
 All Types of Pruning Including Fruit Trees & Canes 
 Trained to NVQ, Royal Forestry Society & NPTC Standards 
 Weekly, fortnightly, one off jobs 
 Lawn & weed treatment 
 All those little odd jobs? Consider it done! 
 Competitive Prices 

Call Adrian – 07999 639454  
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A Special Service to celebrate the 90th 

birthday of Her Majesty The Queen 

St Thomas’ Church  

Sunday 12th June at 10.00 am 

followed by 

Sunday 12th June 
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Baker's delight.....                      Jill Baker 

Lemon Meringue Bars 
A traybake for the fete, perhaps?  A lemon sponge topped 
with meringue.                                                      

3 large eggs, separated 

1 large lemon 

4 oz/100g sugar 

4 oz/100g margarine/soft butter 

8 oz/200g self-raising flour 

6 oz/150g icing sugar 

Line a 11” x 7” swiss roll tin with non-stick paper. Set the oven at 160C, Mark 3 
(slighter lower in a fan-assisted oven). 

Finely grate the lemon rind and squeeze the juice of the lemon. 

In a separate bowl, cream the sugar and butter together until light and fluffy, 
add the egg yolks slowly, then the lemon rind and lemon juice. If the mixture 
starts to curdle add a tablespoon of flour or two. 

Fold in the flour and spread the mixture evenly in the tin. 

Whisk the egg whites and then whisk in the icing sugar, one tablespoon at a 
time.  When all mixed, spread the meringue mixture on top of the cake mix. 

Bake for 45 mins at 160C, mark3. 

Enjoy them on Fête day!! 

 

My brother’s a naval surgeon.  Wow, they do specialise these days, don’t they?  

Business is currently so bad on the Costa Brava, some hotels are stealing towels 
from the guests. 

Landlady:  Rooms overlooking the sea are five pounds extra. 
Lodger:  How much if I promise not to look? 
 
The great thing about inflation is that it makes it possible for people from all 
walks of life to live in more expensive neighbourhoods without even moving. 

I personally stay away from health foods.  At my age, I need all the                 
preservatives I can get. 



13 

 

 

 

 

 

Pruning - Planting 

Felling - Stump Grinding  
 

 

Prompt  P ro fess iona l  Serv i ce  Guaran teed  

Free  W r i t ten  Quota t ions ,  w i thou t  ob l iga t ion  

 
 

David Myers  

N.C.H./N.D. (ARB) 
 

0161 449 9556 
 

Cobden View, 62 Glossop Road,  

Marple Bridge, Stockport  

 

www.myerstreecare.co.uk  
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Friends of Mellor Parish Centre  

April was our musical month with an NK Theatre Cabaret evening followed by 
Chetham’s younger students’ concert.  Thank you to Kath Threlfall for            
orchestrating such a memorable occasion which precipitated numerous        
requests for these talented young people to be invited back next year!  

Forthcoming events : 

Thursday 9th June at 7.30pm 'It's a Funny Way to Make a Living'.  A humorous 
talk by Dr Michael Leach, wildlife film maker and photographer.  llustrated with 
unique images taken during his many expeditions around the world, renowned 
wildlife photographer Dr Michael Leach reveals the cunning basics of his art –
coaxing animals into the right spot and convincing them that no one is       
watching! 

Dr Michael Leach is a full-time wildlife author and photographer. The talk will 
be in 2 halves with tea/coffee (and a cash bar) in the interval with question-
time at the close. Tickets £7.50 including tea/coffee  

Saturday 16th July at 2.00pm - Great Mellor Bake Off.  Sandy Docherty, Great 
British Bake Off contestant in 2015, will share her TV experiences, demonstrate 
the art of traybakes and show us how to create a ‘show stopper’ from a simple 
sponge.  Marc Hall from New Mills Cottage Cakery will be our Master of Cere-
monies and assist Sandy in judging our local offerings!  Everyone is invited to 
enter a cake and entries from under-15s are welcome. Tickets £10 (under-15s 
half-price) to include tea and cake.  

Date for your diary - Saturday 10th September:  Rainforest Roadshow 

All Tickets from Angela Stead (427 3571) or the Parish Centre.  Early booking 
recommended. If you aren’t already a member the annual subscription is only 
£10 per person payable  by cash, standing order or cheque,  (to Mellor PCC Par-
ish Centre Friends)  and can be left at the Parish Office.  Subscription enquiries 
should be addressed to Christine Dutson on 427 3775 or 
c.dutson@btinternet.com 

HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration Peal 
Saturday 11th June, starting at 10.30am 
Her Majesty’s 90th birthday this year will be celebrated by the bell-ringers in 
their inimitable style, with a special Saturday peal. If you would like to take 
part in this musical treat, please ring Tim Lowe (449 5935) to reserve your 
place. For a £5 charity donation, you can ring the bell for one minute AND    
receive a cup of the infamous bell-ringers’ soup. There are 90 one-minute slots 
to choose from. While you queue, tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale in the 
Church provided by Gwyther Catering. 
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Mellor War Memorial Project     Tom Howling 
Mellor Schoolmaster Sergeant William Johnson falls leading his men 

11th July 1916. 

When the war broke out William    
Johnson was the headmaster of Mellor 
Primary School (then known as Mellor 
Council School).  Mr Barley tells me 
that he had been headteacher for 
around 10 years. He lived at Cheetham 
Hill, Mellor and it was reported that he 
had won the esteem of everyone in 
the village.  He enlisted in December 
1914, and after training in Wales went 
to France in December 1915 with the 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers.   

He died in the fighting for Mametz 
Wood – part of the Battle of the 
Somme.  He left behind a widow and 
infant son in Mellor.  They were sent a 
letter from his Captain:  

“The officers and men desire me to 
convey to you their deepest-felt       
sympathy.  We have lost one of the 
best, and I had a very high opinion of 
your husband as a soldier and leader of 

men.  He fell at the head of his men in our first attack on Mametz Wood.  The 
leader of the company speaks in glowing terms of his fortitude and example.  As 
platoon commander he gained the confidence of his men, and they now miss 
his comradeship.  The blow is very hard to bear, and I pray for God’s blessing 
and comfort upon you.”     

Part of the recent extension of Mellor School has been named in his honour.   

Older men declare war. But it is the youth that must fight and die. 

Herbert Hoover (US President, 1874-1964) 
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EU Referendum—23rd June 
On 23rd June we have the   
opportunity to vote in one of 
the most important decisions 
affecting this country when 
we vote whether to remain in 
the European Union or to 
leave.  The question that we 
will each be asked is: 

"Should the United Kingdom 
remain a member of the European Union or leave the European Union?"   

As this decision is fast approaching, Outlook’s political correspondent has     
answered the following questions to help you. 

Do I have to register to take part in the EU referendum?   

if you are a British, Irish or Commonwealth citizen on the electoral register, 
and 18 or over on 23rd June 2016, you will be able to vote in the referendum. 
You will not have to register specially. You can check with your local authority's 
electoral services team if you are worried that you are not on the register. If 
you want to take part in the referendum and you are not on the register you 
have until midnight on Tuesday, 7th June to submit an application for a vote.  
In England, Scotland or Wales, you can register to vote online anytime at     
gov.uk/register-to-vote. 

Will it simply be the case of all votes being counted to give two totals? 

Yes, all the votes will be counted and then added up, with a straight majority 
needed to provide the result.  There is no minimum turnout needed. So if, for 
the sake of argument, only three people voted on the day, if two of them    
voted to leave, that would be the result. 

I'm away on holiday for the week of 23rd June - can I still vote? 

You will be able to vote by post, as people can in local and general               
elections.   The deadline for registering for a postal vote is 5pm on 8th June. 

When and how will the results be announced? 

The counts will get under way when polls close at 22:00 GMT Thursday, 23rd 
June at 382 local centres around the UK. These local results will be declared as 
the counts are completed before being collated at 12 regional centres, which 
will also declare the totals for each side.  

 

And finally, did you know that the chief counting officer will announce the    
national result at Manchester Town Hall? 
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Peak Paving 
 

B u i l d i n g  an d  l a nd sc a p i n g  s e r v i c es  
A l l  a r ea s  o f  b u i l d i n g  wo rk  un d e r t ak e n  

Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
(legitimate members) 

All work guaranteed 
Phone now for a free estimate 

 

D.Smith 0161 292 5385/07931 603 487 
K Dixon 01457 858 951/07939 346 080 

facebook.com/peakpavingandlandscaping 
peakpavingandlandscaping.co.uk 

 Brickwork 
 Plastering 
 Roofing 
 Windows 
 Refurbishment 
 Alteration 

 Wal l ing  
 Blockpaving  
 Flagging  
 Decking  
 Fencing  

Joseph Proctor Plumbing Services 
Plumbing and heating repairs, installations  

and modifications 

A friendly yet professional service 

 Response within 12 hours for emergencies 
 Bathroom design and installation—all aspects covered 

 Heating installation and flushing 
 Routine/one-off maintenance 

07949 082553 
www.jproctorplumbing.com 
proctor_joe@hotmail.com 

facebook.com/JProctorPlumbing/Like and Share 

Arbella Gardens 
Garden Design & Build 

Quality Garden Care & Rejuvenation  

on a Project or Regular Basis 

RHS Horticulture, Design & Permaculture  

Qualified 
Diana Cole 07761 466428 (mobile) 

www.arbellagardens.co.uk 

SJM Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, cushions and roman blinds. 

Made to measure and fitted 

for a free estimate contact Stephanie 

Home: 01614941143 Mob: 07921791181 

Email: sjmsoftfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 

Play Badminton in Mellor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon  

and 2pm - 5pm 

Social Badminton all standards - Monday 
and Wednesday at 8pm 

Stockport League and Tameside League 
matches played Tuesday and Thursday, 7pm 

       
Mellor Badminton Club 
Longhurst Lane, Mellor 

 
For further details contact: Peter Hotson 427 6253 

Ann Preston 01663 742831 
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Starts at 1pm 

St Thomas’ Church  

Church Road, Mellor  

Food in the Parish Centre from 12pmEntry £3 under 12’s free 
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Beer Tent 

Entry £10: Tickets from Dutsons and Stationery Supplies, Marple 

Field at the top of Church Road Mellor 

Saturday                                          June 25 
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Beer Tent 

Bands on the Hill @BandsOTHill 

Street food & Beer tent 
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Well Dressing 2016 
For the 5th year running, the Old Vicarage Well will be dressed in time for the 
Church Fête and will then be blessed during the Fête on Saturday 25th June.  If 
you would like to help in the week prior to the Fête, please ring Anthea Nicholls 
on 427 2187 for details of time and venue. No experience is necessary, just lots 
of enthusiasm. There will be plenty of 'well dressers' to give advice and         
instructions!! 

Wanted!! For Children's Jam Jar stall at the Fete 
Little toys: for example, party-bag goodies, Kinder Egg and Happy Meal toys, 
cracker gifts—in fact any small items that will fill up a 'jar'.  Items can be left in 
the box outside the Office in the Parish Centre,  given to Anthea Nicholls or left 
outside 18 Townscliffe Lane. 

White Elephant Stall 

The White Elephant stall at the Mellor Church Fête is badly in need of items.  
Stocks are dwindling and we are dependent on your generosity.  Can you    
therefore, people of Mellor and surrounding areas, please have a root through 
your cupboards, drawers and anywhere else you might find such items and 
bring them to the Parish Centre or ring 484 5079 and  leave a message and we 
can collect.  

Big Lynda’s BIG Tombola 
Please help to make this the ‘Biggest Tombola in the World’ by donating bottles 
of all sorts and new and good-as-new objects, items and anything else you can 
think of. Please leave any items either in the porch at 30 Townscliffe Lane or at 
the Parish Centre or ring 427 2619. 

Fête Notices 

Help Wanted - A Cri de Coeur!!!!!                    

A ‘Cri de Coeur’ to the able-bodied of Mellor. The fête has now become very 
popular, with a reputation which is spreading far and wide.  It is extremely well 
attended with attendance figures growing every year.  However, the success of 
the fête obviously involves a lot of physical work in putting up tents before the 
event.  In particular we need volunteers with a pick-up or trailer (contact 
07718 515890 if you can help with this) and help on Friday 24th from 6pm 
and Saturday morning (25th) from 9am.  We also need many hands on Sunday 
from 12 noon after the fête. Please help us to continue to put on this event.   
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FILM ON THE HILL 
SATURDAY 4TH JUNE  

IN THE PARISH CENTRE 

Doors open at 7pm. Refreshments, bar and ice-creams. 

Also featuring the Great Lynda Gwyther Raffle 

Tickets £5 from the Parish Centre or Anthea Nicholls 427 2187 
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SERVICES INCLUDE: 

 COMPANIONSHIP 

 LOCAL TRANSPORTATION &           
ERRANDS 

 CONVALESCENCE SUPPORT 

 MEDICATION REMINDERS 

 LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING 

 MEAL PREPARATION 

 SHOPPING 

 PERSONAL CARE 

 SPECIALIST DEMENTIA &                
ALZHEIMER’S CARE AND MUCH 
MORE 

Being able to live in your own home 
can be one of the most    important   
comforts in an older person’s life, 
and because family and friends 
can’t always be there, we are here 
to help. 

Our Caregivers help our clients to 
lead a more comfortable and     con-
fident life, offering a variety of ser-
vices tailored to their individual 
needs. 

From just a couple of hours a day, 
to full time, our care is available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Home Instead 

A leading name in senior care. 

Paul Vickers 

A local name to speak to. 

Caul Paul or Chris for a free        
confidential consultation on: 

01663 765510 
www.homeinstead.co.uk 

Home Instead Senior Care, The Stables, 48B Buxton Road, High Lane, Cheshire SK6 8BH  Mail: 

paul.vickers@homeinstead.co.uk 

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise is independently owned and operated 
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Women's Evening Fellowship meeting                    Margaret Oldham                                                      

Janet Jones opened the meeting with the Fellowship Hymn and Prayer. She 
welcomed our speaker for the evening and everyone present. The minutes 
were circulated, agreed and signed.  

The Fête Shower will be held at Maggie Williams’ house, 122 Longhurst Lane, 
on Tuesday 24th May from 7.30pm.  Tickets cost £3.50 and include a glass of 
wine and a strawberry confection with clotted cream. Mellor Country Fête will 
be held on 25th June:  the stalls in the WEF tent will include Cakes, Raffle, Fancy 
Goods, Accessories, Jams, Sweets, etc. Summer Outing to Staircase House 13th 
July:  the coach is booked so please invite your husband and all your friends!  
We shall have a guided tour, time for study of the displays and refreshments.  
Valuable items from the Mellor Dig are kept in safety there.  

The Reading was given by Margaret Myatt, describing a day out in fog on     
Kinder Scout in the late C19th.  This turned out to be highly appropriate, our 
Speaker Arthur Cross explained, because it was on Kinder that his friend had 
asked if he would like a longer walk – to see the Snows of Kilimanjaro.  Six of 
them agreed and found themselves in a small hotel just outside the Nyerere 
National Park.  The snow-capped peak is visible behind the local Guide’s head 
on the ‘before’ photograph.  “We shall go ‘poly poly’ (slowly) and drink three 
litres of water every day”, he said, “and so we shall avoid altitude sickness”.  
They also went climbing on Mawenzi, the second volcanic cone on the pudding 
basin which is Kilimanjaro.  On the second day, the second ascent took them 
across to Kibo, past a hot pool where their porters, each carrying 150kg        
balanced on his head, paused to collect enough water for the next 24 hours.  
The next morning they set off in the dark for Kibo’s Uhuru Peak.  At 5,895     
metres it is the highest point in Africa and the highest free-standing peak in the 
world.  They made it in plenty of time for a celebratory photograph and dinner, 
and a little side trip to… touch the Snows of Kilimanjaro!   

Thanksgiving 2016 
Many thanks to everyone who responded to the Thanksgiving Appeal this year.  
So far, including Gift Aid, over £9,000 has been raised in donations and          
increases to regular giving.  To anyone who may have forgotten - it's not too 
late!  Donations or pledges can be sent to the Gift Aid Secretary, Gordon    
Johnson, at the Parish Centre.   

Also, thank you to all those who donate their time: cleaning the church,     
strimming and tidying the churchyard and in many other ways, in order to    
reduce the maintenance costs of the beautiful 'Church on the Hill': every little 
helps! 
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Established 1920        Tel 427 2276 

MALCOLM SHAW & SON LIMITED 

M.N.A.F.D 
Golden Charter - Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Complete Funeral Directors - Private Chapel of Rest 

OFFICE: 3 Church Street, Marple, Stockport SK6 6BT 
www.malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk  info@malcolmshawandsonltd.co.uk 

StoneWorks & Landscapes 

All aspects of Stonework Landscaping 

Flooring – external & internal stone Flagging, 
Patios, Driveways, Paths, Hallways, Kitchens etc.. 

 
Restoring – Stone Floor – Also restore old steps or 

windowsills 
 

Walling – Dry stone walling 
Designs carved to design or to match existing stone 

work 
 

Landscaping – Ground work, turfing etc. 

Free Quotes 

Call Will Maltby – 07771 657324 

Advertising in Outlook 
The feedback from our advertisers suggests that they find Outlook to be a 
good source of business at a reasonable price.  We do have more space     
available so if you know of someone who might be interested please mention 
this to them.  Details about space and price are available from David Ackroyd 
on 427 1568 or davidackroyd@uwclub.net 

Disclaimer 

Please support our advertisers and mention Outlook, but note that the         
Parochial Church Council does not endorse or recommend the products or   
services advertised and is not responsible for the content of, or any claims or 
representations in, such advertisements. 
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The Power of Prayer - Part 4                                            Alison Dowdeswell  

The final type of prayer I am highlighting is that of prayer as part of a group.  As 
it says in St. Matthew’s Gospel (Chapter 18 v 20): 

“Where two or three come together in my name, I am with them.” 

What does this mean?  Speaking from experience, I believe that it means that 
our Lord, via the power of the Holy Spirit, does indeed join us when we meet to 
pray.   

He works in two ways: first he creates an atmosphere of peace.  Second he 
prompts people to pray for certain people that God desires to be prayed for. If 
you have never experienced this type of prayer I am appealing to you to try it.  
Come along to the Prayer Group that meets in the Parish Centre every Monday 
at 10.30 am.  We share half an hour of quiet prayer.  Then we usually share a 
cuppa.  It can be a gentle but spiritually enriching way to start the week.   

I hope I have shown in these articles that prayer is not an optional extra: it is an 
essential part of our Christian calling.   

I believe in the power of prayer: I do hope and pray that you do too. 

Maggie’s birds                                                                           Maggie Williams 

YES! They are back.  On 7th April a swallow was seen by Edward Williams at 
Broadhurst Edge Plantation (Wimberry Woods), Mellor Road.  Congratulations, 
Edward. 

On 8th April another swallow was seen by Alison Dowdeswell from Mellor 
Nook Residential Home car park, skimming over the fields. Congratulations, 
Alison.  It will have flown a mere 6000 miles from South Africa. 

At the Roman Lakes they have been seen with house martins. House martins 
build mud nests under house eaves and signal their presence with a pile of 
‘white poo’ on the ground underneath (the significance and importance of this 
particular deposit having been explained in a previous edition of Outlook). 

Swallows, house martins and sand martins are members of the Hirundinidae 
family and are all to be found in Mellor in the summer.  Swallows often nest in 
barns while sand martins drill holes into the sand banks of the River Goyt. If 
you go to Brabyns Park and follow the river past the Iron Bridge to the far 
meadow, the river bank has collapsed where sand martins have tunnelled away 
over the years. 

So now we await the return of the swifts. They look a bit like black              
boomerangs, fly high and scream!  If you think you are the first person to see a 
swift in Mellor this year please text 0792 904 4232. 
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Roofing & Property 

Maintenance  
For ALL aspects of property care—

repair, replacement & Installation  

Call David on  

Tel: 0161 612 7979  

  Mobile 07769 950598 or 07876 388703 

Email: abstractroofing@googlemail.com 

142 Compstall Road,  

Marple Bridge SK6 5HD 

 

 

 

All locks expertly repaired and fitted. 

The latest anti-snap lock technology. 

uPVC door and window repair & care. 

24 hour call out, with no call-out charge. 

Full 12 month guarantee on all work. 

10% discount to readers of Outlook.  

[Quote ‘Mellor Parish’] 

Call to book your free winter  

Home Security Survey. 

0161 427 7025       

www.sure-locks.co.uk 
Sure Locks is a local business, based in Mellor. 

We accept all major credit & debit cards. 

 

 Stone Slating 

 Slating 

 Tiling 

 Chimney Repairs 

 Flat Roofs 

 Velux Windows 

 

 

 
 

Established 1898 

Roofing Contractors & Merchants 

80 Stockport Road 
Marple, Cheshire 

Tel 427 3752 
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Local Produce Market 
An idea has been put forward that Mellor could do with its own Local Produce 
Market to be located at Mellor Parish Centre.  What better place could you 
wish to be on a beautiful summer Saturday morning than meeting friends for 
refreshments up on the hill and buying produce from our local producers? We 
would be interested to hear from any (or all) of our readers as to what they 
think of this idea and from anyone who would be interested in the possibility 
of having a stall.  Also mention it to any of your friends who are local producers 
but whose lives are not being enriched by subscribing to their own personal 
copy of Outlook magazine.   

Please email Outlook editor  -  guynicholls@uwclub.net  

Moor End WI             Nancy Cloughley 

There is so much going on in our area of which we are not aware.  We learned 
that within minutes by car from Mellor there is a donkey sanctuary.  This was 
started in the late ‘60s by Elizabeth Svendsden who developed a passion for 
caring for donkeys.  The sanctuary is open seven days a week and three of the 
donkeys are available for adoption.  There are twenty-one animals in           
Manchester which are used as therapy for children with disabilities or who 
have been bereaved.  We also learned that donkeys are susceptible to sun-
burn! The sanctuary is run by a small staff and many volunteers. 

Our social strollers are to take a leisurely walk along the old railway line from 
New Mills to Hayfield, followed by lunch at the Devonshire Arms.  A number of 
our members attended the Pennine Group meeting where a florist was    
demonstrating wonderful floral arrangements but imagine his feelings when 
the first prize-winner chose the arrangement made by the top table by our own 
Vivian Ayres and not one of his.   

A fascinating outing was made to the World of Glass in St. Helen’s.  We are to 
visit Chatsworth House in November when the Christmas market will be open. 
Our June meeting promises to be an interesting talk on New Zealand. 

Tea and Friendship 
Our meeting carried on its usual friendly and interesting way with those of us 
who were there finding plenty to discuss and amuse.  Needless to say, the      
refreshments were excellent and to exercise our brains, Gloria had gone to the 
trouble of photographing Mellor landmarks which we had to decide where they 
were.  Not all were easy.   The meeting ended very happily and remember, if 
you need a lift, Sheila is on 449 0282. 
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ODD JOB REQUIRED 
 

Local Handyman for 

domestic jobs 

Free advice given 

Contact Vin on 

0161 427 6907 

Loft  Convers ions,  Bathrooms  
Fireplaces & Stonework  

and a l l  o ther  t ypes  o f  bu i l d ing work  
 

Telephone  
07816 178611          0161 427 6890  

K  W a l t o n  
IYENGAR YOGA 
Mellor Parish Centre 

Tuesday evening 7.15 - 8.45pm 

Wednesday morning 10 - 11.30am 

Brabyns Park 

Thursday morning 10.30 - 12noon 

Romiley Forum  

Monday morning 9.30-10.30am 

Chadkirk Business Park 

 Friday morning 10 - 11am 

Please contact Mary Griffiths 

0161 427 1405    07890 491982 

marywaterside@hotmail.com 

T B G  I n s p e c t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
(E l e c t r i c a l  Con t ra c to r s )  

ELECTRICIAN  

0 7 9 7 6  8 9 3 5 2 8  
mike@tbginspection.co.uk 
www.tbginspection.co.uk 

Areas covered by this publication 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND INSURED 

         TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED 

 Domestic houses (extensions, conversions, new builds etc) 

 Commercial shops, offices, clubs, warehouses, farms, stables 

 Landlords inspections, maintenance services, callouts 

 Rewires and replacement consumer units 

 Garden lighting and power, garages and outbuildings 

 Alarms, security and fire, emergency lights, security lights  

 Inspections and test reports for insurance, house purchases. 

   CRB checked. No job too small 

Part P Registered 
Domestic & Commercial 

M E Beese 

Full Scope All Electrical Systems 

 RHODES & PARTNERS 
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 

40 Town Street, Marple Bridge, Stockport SK6 5AA 
Party wall surveyors & structural engineering advice and reports for residential and 

commercial properties. 
Structural designs and calculations to building regulations for residential, leisure,     

commercial, industrial and retail properties.  

Visit:  www.rhodesandpartners.co.uk  or call 0161 427 8388 

mailto:marywaterside@hotmail.com
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Prayer for the Month 

Thought for the Month 

Reveal, O lord, to my eyes your glory. 
Expose, O lord, to my heart your love. 
Disperse, O lord, from my mind the darkness. 
Fill, O lord, my life with your light. 
Protect, O lord, from thoughts without action. 
Guard, O lord, from words without feelings. 
Defend, O lord, from ideas without results. 
And surround me with your presence. 

Open my eyes, my heart, my mind, my will, my soul 
to the blowing of your spirit. 

 
David Adam:  ‘Tides and Seasons’    

(Modern prayers in the Celtic tradition) 

Marriage is one of the most majestic achievements of civilization, bringing    
together in a single institution the great biological forces, ethical imperatives, 
social needs and emotional investments.  It takes sex, love, companionship, 
economic partnership, procreation, the nurturing of children and their          
socialization, and out of these things it fashions a work of living art.  Tolstoy 
was wrong when he said all happy marriages are the same.  Each is different, a 
world of its own, and to have been part of the making of one is one of the 
greatest sources of fulfilment there can be.  Often it is the difficult moments 
that make a marriage mature.   As long as Adam and his wife were living in the     
Garden of Eden he called her ‘woman’ and blamed her for their sin.  Only as 
they left Eden to face hardship together did he name her Eve, meaning ‘the 
source of life’.  Far from being grounds for divorce, it is the crises that bring us 
together, showing us how, by sharing our vulnerabilities, we can discover 
strength.   

Happiness is as strong as the bonds between us, and no bonds are deeper than 
those of marriage and parenthood.  When a culture forgets this, it is losing the 
script of the human story. 

Jonathan Sacks: ‘Celebrating Life’     
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From the Registers 

Holy Baptism 

On 15th May, Abbie Scowcroft 

The Departed 

We remember before God and commend to His love and mercy 

Paul Melia 

We offer our love any sympathy to all who mourn him. 

PHOTOCOPYING FACILITIES AT THE PARISH CENTRE 

We have excellent black-and-white photocopying facilities available at  
the Parish Centre at very competitive rates.                                                                                 

A4 – 5p a side  and  A3 – 13p a side.     

Please contact the Parish Office on 484 5079 for more information. 

Keeping the flags flying!                                                       Alison Dowdeswell 

Have you ever wondered how certain things are funded by our church?  There 
are the obvious ways such as collections, planned giving and legacies.  But 
sometimes special items need to be funded in a different way.   

This is where the “Church Sponsorship Scheme” comes in.  Through this 
scheme people choose to pay for certain items that the church needs.  For   
example, how about sponsoring a flag to fly from the church tower (cost £150)?  
Or funding a pair of altar candles that are used in our regular services            
(cost £9-£46)?  Items range in cost from £4.73 for one candle to £150 towards 
the   refurbishment of our embroidered altar cloth.  There is a notebook on the 
hymn book shelf with more details of the scheme.  You simply tear out the page 
with the item you'd like to sponsor.  Then you give the page with your payment 
(either cash or cheque payable to “Mellor PCC”) to our Vicar, Revd Alex       
Sanders.  You can give your name or choose to remain anonymous.  However, if 
you wish your payment to be gift-aided (allowing the church to claim a further 
25%) or write a cheque it will be necessary for church treasurers to know your 
name and address, confidentially of course .   

Please be assured that your gift will be highly valued by our church community. 
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Stewards Rota 

Church Rotas 

Date 8.30 am 10.00 am 6.30 pm 

5 Jun P Cooke D Jelleyman and A Dowdeswell J Shiel 

12 Jun A Mason P and L Forbes (Queen’s 90th) A Dowdeswell 

19 Jun J Gregory P Harrison and S McAllister R and J Elliot 

26 Jun M Myatt A Nicholls and C Starling M Myatt 

3 Jul A Mason P Long and A Muller A Dowdeswell 

Please arrange your own substitute.  If necessary phone Anthea Nicholls on 427 2187.  
Stewards should sit where they can see the door easily, so they can see latecomers and 
hand them service books and show them to a seat. 

5 Jun Lorraine Forbes 3 Jul Pat Linnell 

12 Jun Alison Allcard 10 Jul Dorothy Harrison 

19 Jun Karen Greenough 17 Jul Wedding 

26 Jun Fête weekend 24 Jul  Joan Combey 

  31 Jul Jill Baker  

If you wish to change a date please contact Jenny Johnson on 427 1348.  The church 
key is also available from the Parish Office (484 5079) weekday mornings. 

 Holy Dusters  Brass Cleaning 

5 Jun S McAllister/M Williams June D and B Cheshire 

12 Jun A Mason/C Starling   

19 Jun J Shah and family  Please arrange your own     
substitute.   

If necessary contact Anthea 
Nicholls on 427 2187 if there 
are any problems . 

26 Jun P Cunningham/I Morris  

3 Jul J Burrows/E Wilson  

   

Flower Rota 
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GLASS MERCHANTS: LEADED LIGHT MANUFACTURERS: GLAZIERS 

WE SOLVE PROBLEMS IN GLASS!  

0 1 6 1  9 4 7  4 8 0 0  -  4  L I N E S
Fir Tree Glassworks, 215 Gorton Road, Reddish, Stockport 

Director Stephen Barber Tel 01663 740073

S TAYLOR & SONS (STOCKPORT) LTD 

 Glass cut to size 
 Mirrors re-silvered 
 Decorative Glass 
 Laminated Safety Glass 

 Silvering 
 Sandblasting 
 Manufacturers of Sealed Units 
 Leaded Light Specialists 
 Splash backs 

 Bevelling & Mirrors 
 Tinted Glass 
 Embossing 
 Brilliant cut 

KEY HOLIDAYS TRAVEL AGENCY 
Established 1991 

 

‘Creating Perfect Holidays For Over 20 Years’ 

    Award Winning Agency Selling Worldwide Travel 

Call us or call in  0161 494 5881 

Key House – 76 Compstall Road – Romiley – SK6 4DE 

ABTA 71877 – Book With Confidence 
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Mellor Nook  

Private Resident ial home  
for the Elderly  

Registered with  
Stockport Social Services  

Telephone 0161 427 4293  
Propr ietors:  Mrs J Critchlow and Sons  
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Katherine Scott Limited 

Chartered Accountant 

Kate Scott BA Hons FCA Sole Practitioner 

Tax & VAT Returns, Payroll, Accounts Preparation, Bookkeeping 

Free initial meeting 

Marple Bridge 

0161 355 5911 / 07855 785 450      Kate@katherine-scott.co.uk 

R. SWEATMORE 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER & CONTRACTOR 

COBDEN FARM, COBDEN EDGE, 

MELLOR 

Telephone 0161 449 0710 

Mobile 07759 495089 

BSP 

(Proprietor Greg Aldred) 

Plumbers & Heating Efficiency Engineers 

Tel: 01457 861875 

Mob: 07811 383701 

Glossop and Marple Bridge 


